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Reply from the Moroccan authorities to the complaint from Ms. Helena Maleno 
Garzón to the Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants and the Special 
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders 

 With regard to the communication received by the Moroccan authorities on 1 
February 2018 from the Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants and the 
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders concerning the complaint 
submitted by the Spanish citizen Helena Maleno Garzón regarding the judicial investigation 
of the case referred to the Court of Appeal in Tangiers, the Moroccan authorities wish to 
draw attention to the fact that the case in question is still under investigation. The judicial 
proceedings are therefore, in legal terms, at the preliminary stage, during which the 
investigating judge is mandated to examine all arguments and evidence with a view to 
determining whether or not there are sufficient grounds to continue with the proceedings. 
Such action is conducted in strict compliance with the legal rules and procedures applicable 
to accused persons, particularly respect for the presumption of innocence, defence rights 
and the right to a fair trial. These guarantees are enshrined in the Constitution and in the 
relevant international treaties that have been ratified by the Kingdom of Morocco. 

 The Moroccan authorities also reaffirm that domestic legislation meets the basic 
legal requirements for guaranteeing optimal conditions for judicial proceedings, a fair trial 
and the protection of individuals, regardless of whether they are defendants, victims or 
witnesses. All suspects or defendants benefit from the presumption of innocence, including 
the right not to be deprived of their liberty during the investigation and trial proceedings, 
unless such action is necessary to meet the requirements of the investigation and to 
maintain public order. Moreover, the presumption of innocence requires that accused 
persons, regardless of the gravity of the offence, be presumed innocent until proven guilty 
by a court judgment delivered in accordance with the safeguards laid down by law. 

    






