(Tranglated from Arabic)
Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Morocco
Geneva

Reply from the Moroccan authorities to the complain from Ms. Helena Maleno
Garzoén to the Special Rapporteur on the human righg of migrants and the Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defendes

With regard to the communication received by therdtcan authorities on 1
February 2018 from the Special Rapporteur on thenam rights of migrants and the
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human riglgfenders concerning the complaint
submitted by the Spanish citizen Helena Maleno @aregarding the judicial investigation
of the case referred to the Court of Appeal in Tarsg the Moroccan authorities wish to
draw attention to the fact that the case in quedsastill under investigation. The judicial
proceedings are therefore, in legal terms, at thteiminary stage, during which the
investigating judge is mandated to examine all argnts and evidence with a view to
determining whether or not there are sufficientugids to continue with the proceedings.
Such action is conducted in strict compliance lih legal rules and procedures applicable
to accused persons, particularly respect for tlesipmption of innocence, defence rights
and the right to a fair trial. These guaranteesemshrined in the Constitution and in the
relevant international treaties that have beefiedtby the Kingdom of Morocco.

The Moroccan authorities also reaffirm that dorncekgislation meets the basic
legal requirements for guaranteeing optimal coaddifor judicial proceedings, a fair trial
and the protection of individuals, regardless ofethler they are defendants, victims or
witnesses. All suspects or defendants benefit fiteerpresumption of innocence, including
the right not to be deprived of their liberty dyithe investigation and trial proceedings,
unless such action is necessary to meet the regeits of the investigation and to
maintain public order. Moreover, the presumptionimfiocence requires that accused
persons, regardless of the gravity of the offebeepresumed innocent until proven guilty
by a court judgment delivered in accordance withghfeguards laid down by law.
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Genéve, le 30 mars 2018

La Mission permanente du Royaume du Maroc auprés de I'Office des
Nations Unies et des autres organisations internationale 2 Genéve présente ses
compliments au Haut Commissariat aux droits de ’'homme et a I’honneur de lui
faire parvenir ci-joint les éléments de réponse des autorités marocaines a la
communication conjointe de Procédures spéciales n° AL MAR/2018 en date du 29
janvier 2018, concernant Mme Helena Maleno Garzon.

La Mission permanente du Royaume du Maroc auprés de I'Office des
Nations Unies et des autres organisations internationales 4 Genéve saisit cette
occasion pour renouveler au haut Commissariat aux droits de l'homme
l'assurance de haute considération.

Haut Commissariat aux droits de ’homme
Service des Procédures spéciales

Fax : 022 917 9008

E-mail :registry@ohchr.org
defenders@ohchr.org
migrant@ohchr.org
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