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  (Translated from Russian) 

Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation 

No. 710 

 The Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the United Nations Office and 
other international organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and has the honour to transmit 
herewith the reply of the Russian Federation to the enquiry by the Special Rapporteurs of 
the United Nations Human Rights Council on the promotion and protection of the right to 
freedom of opinion and expression, on the situation of human rights defenders, and on 
torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, and the Vice-Chair 
of the Council’s Working Group on Arbitrary Detention regarding the situation of O.G. 
Sentsov. 

 Reference: AL RUS 8/2017 

 The Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation takes this opportunity to convey 
to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights the renewed 
assurances of its highest consideration.  

Geneva, 27 February 2018 
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Information from the Russian Federation in connection with the enquiry by the 
special procedures of the United Nations Human Rights Council regarding the 
situation of O.G. Sentsov 

 Reference: AL RUS 8/2017 

 O.G. Sentsov, who worked as a film director for the Cry Cinema company in 
Simferopol, was formally charged under articles 205.4 (1), 205 (2) (a) (two counts), 30 (1) 
and 205 (2) (a), 30 (3) and 222 (3) of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation (setting 
up and leading a terrorist group, committing two acts of terrorism, preparing a third act of 
terrorism, attempting to unlawfully acquire explosive devices, and unlawfully acquiring, 
transporting and storing a firearm and ammunition). 

 It was established during the investigation that Mr. Sentsov had set up a terrorist 
group at some point before 11 April 2014. The group was a cell of Right Sector, an 
extremist organization banned in the Russian Federation that was active in the Republic of 
Crimea. In April and May 2014, members of this terrorist group carried out two acts of 
terrorism in Simferopol, setting fire to the offices of the voluntary organization Russian 
Community of Crimea and the political party United Russia. In addition, they began 
preparing to blow up the statue of Vladimir Lenin near Simferopol railway station on Lenin 
Boulevard. In preparation for this third act of terrorism, the participants in the group 
attempted to acquire improvised explosive devices and to unlawfully acquire, transport and 
store a firearm and ammunition. 

 In May 2014, the law enforcement agencies shut down the terrorist group set up by 
Mr. Sentsov. 

 During the court proceedings, the evidence collected in the investigation (including 
records of the questioning of the accused persons, victims and witnesses, expert opinions, 
and the results of police work, searches and crime scene analysis) was deemed admissible 
and sufficient. 

 On 25 August 2015, the North Caucasus district military court found Mr. Sentsov 
guilty of setting up a terrorist group intent on destabilizing the work of the authorities of the 
Russian Federation established in the Republic of Crimea, overseeing the commission of 
two acts of terrorism and the preparation of a third, and attempting to unlawfully acquire an 
explosive device and to unlawfully store a firearm. 

 The court sentenced Mr. Sentsov to 20 years ’ imprisonment in a strict-regime 
correctional colony. The sentence became enforceable on 24 November 2015. 

 Other participants in the terrorist group were convicted in the same case. 

 On 24 November 2015, the military division of the Supreme Court of the Russian 
Federation upheld the sentence and rejected the appeals lodged by those convicted and their 
defence lawyers in accordance with the procedure for examining appeals lodged against 
sentences handed down by district military courts, which was established pursuant to 
Federal Act No. 433 of 29 December 2010 amending the Code of Criminal Procedure of 
the Russian Federation and repealing certain legislative acts of the Russian Federation (or 
provisions thereof). 

 The court found that Mr. Sentsov had become a follower of one of the extremist 
organizations openly operating in the territory of Ukraine. Between late March  and early 
April 2014, he had set up a terrorist group intent on destabilizing the work of the authorities 
of the Russian Federation and exerting influence over them; a number of individuals had 
joined the group. Mr. Sentsov led the group, providing weapons, ammunition, explosives 
and other items with which to commit acts of terrorism, and unlawfully stored a firearm and 
an explosive device. 

 Under Mr. Sentsov’s leadership, members of the terrorist group had set fire to an 
office of the voluntary organization Russian Community of Crimea on 14 April 2014 and 
an office of the Simferopol division of the Crimean regional division of the political party 
United Russia on 18 April 2014. In addition, Mr. Sentsov had instructed members of the 
group to blow up the statue of Vladimir Lenin on 9 May. 
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 The material facts of the case, as established by the court, indicate that Mr. Sentsov 
resorted to means that were extremist in nature and committed criminally punishable acts 
that posed a grave danger to the public. His actions were not connected with his work as a 
journalist and film director. 

 The trial was held in public. 

 The defendants were not prevented from making their position known to the court. 
The defence was permitted to file petitions, on which reasoned decisions were taken. Those 
that the court deemed well founded were granted. 

 The court concluded that the defendant was guilty on the basis of the body of 
evidence assessed by it. Under interrogation at the pretrial investigation stage, members of 
the terrorist group recounted what they had done and implicated Mr. Sentsov. The 
information provided was confirmed by witnesses. Files found on a laptop seized from Mr. 
Sentsov’s home contained materials justifying terrorism and instructions for making 
incendiary weapons, explosive substances and explosive devices. 

 Two members of the terrorist group set up by Mr. Sentsov refused to testify in court, 
claiming that they had been subjected to unlawful methods of investigation.  

 These issues were raised before the court of first instance and the appeal court, 
which rejected the claims in reasoned decisions based on analysis of the materials in the 
criminal case file. The court established that Mr. Sentsov’s accused accomplices and their 
defence lawyers had certified with their own signatures the information contained in the 
interrogation records, including the fact that investigation procedures had been respected. 
They had been informed of their procedural rights, including their right not to incriminate 
themselves. They had all been warned that their statements could be used as evidence in a 
criminal case, even if they later withdrew them. For this reason, the statements made by the 
witnesses at the time of the pretrial investigation were lawfully read out in court. 

 The military division of the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation conducted its 
examination of the case in accordance with the adversarial principle and the principle of 
equality of arms. The defence’s arguments were considered, and reasoned decisions were 
taken on their petitions. 

 With regard to the circumstances of Mr. Sentsov’s custody in remand centres and 
imprisonment in correctional institutions, the following should be noted. 

 Mr. Sentsov was arrested by the law enforcement agencies on 11 May 2014 and, on 
the basis of a decision of Kyiv District Court, Simferopol, was taken into custody on 
charges of committing offences under articles 205.4 (2), 30 (2), 205 (2) (a), 30 (3) and 222 
(3) of the Criminal Code of Russia. On the same day, he was placed in a holding facility of 
the Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Russia for Simferopol. On arrival at 
the institution, Mr. Sentsov was examined by the duty medical officer. The examination 
revealed injuries on his body, namely bruises on his face and a haematoma on his back, 
which, he claimed, had been sustained during his arrest. Mr. Sentsov had no complaints 
about his health and did not request medical care. 

 The military investigation department of the Investigative Committee of the Russian 
Federation for the Black Sea Fleet looked into Mr. Sentsov’s claims in relation to his arrest 
by officials from the law enforcement agencies. It was found that they had not exceeded 
their powers. 

 On 12 May 2014, Kyiv District Court, Simferopol, ordered Mr. Sentsov to be 
remanded in custody as a preventive measure.  

 On 16 May 2014, Mr. Sentsov was placed in remand centre No. 1 of the Department 
of the Federal Penal Service of Russia for the Republic of Crimea and the city of 
Sevastopol. 

 On 22 May 2014, on the basis of the investigator’s decision of 17 May 2014, Mr. 
Sentsov was transferred to remand centre No. 2 of the Department of the Federal Penal 
Service of Russia for Moscow, where he remained until 19 June 2015. 
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 On the basis of a decision of the North Caucasus district military court of 16 June 
2015, Mr. Sentsov was transferred on 19 June 2015 to Rostov-on-Don, where he remained 
until 20 January 2016 (in Rostov-on-Don, he was held at remand centre No. 4 of the 
Federal Penal Service of Russia and remand centre No. 1 of the Central Department of the 
Federal Penal Service of Russia for Rostov province). 

 On arrival at each of these institutions, Mr. Sentsov underwent the standard medical 
examination by a duty medical officer. He did not make any complaints regarding his 
health. Traces of the bodily injuries that Mr. Sentsov had sustained during his arrest were 
recorded during the examinations carried out at the remand centre in Simferopol on 16 May 
2014 and at the remand centre in Moscow on 22 May 2014. In remand centre No. 2 in 
Moscow, Mr. Sentsov was examined by doctors on multiple occasions. They carried out the 
necessary medical tests and prescribed medicines to treat him. In subsequent examinations, 
doctors assessed Mr. Sentsov’s health as satisfactory and found no injuries on his body. He 
did not complain about his health. 

 Mr. Sentsov did not file applications with the administrations of the institutions 
concerning the use of physical force or coercion against him by officers of the remand 
centres or other persons. He made no claims against the officers or administrations of the 
institutions, nor did he request medical care. 

 The North Caucasus district military court, in Rostov-on-Don, heard Mr. Sentsov’s 
case between 9 July and 25 August 2015. Officers of the Department of the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs of Russia for Rostov-on-Don transported Mr. Sentsov to court from remand 
centre No. 4 on 14 occasions during this period. No complaints or applications concerning 
the matter in question were received from Mr. Sentsov at any point during the period in 
which he was being transported to and from the court. 

 After the sentence had become enforceable, pursuant to a Federal Penal Service 
instruction of 20 January 2016 Mr. Sentsov was sent to serve his sentence in correctional 
colony No. 1 of the Department of the Federal Penal Service of Russia for Sakha (Yakutia) 
Republic, where he arrived on 16 March 2016. 

 Mr. Sentsov lived in the institution’s unit No. 4. The unit building is in satisfactory 
condition and is fitted with furniture and sanitary facilities in accordance with the 
requirements of criminal procedure legislation. At the institution, Mr. Sentsov was issued 
with a set of winter clothing and bedding. 

 Mr. Sentsov displayed poor behaviour during his time in the institution. He received 
21 disciplinary penalties, including 18 reprimands and 3 placements in the punishment cell, 
for breaching the internal regulations of correctional facilities. On 11 April 2016, he was 
put on the register of persons who study, propagandize, preach or spread extremist ideology. 

 In the correctional colony, Mr. Sentsov was monitored by doctors from medical unit 
No. 1, which is a branch of medical centre No. 14, a federally funded health-care institution 
of the Federal Penal Service of Russia. He underwent medical examinations and tests. 
Doctors found no medical reason why he could not serve his sentence or be transported to 
another region. 

 He did not file any complaints with the Prosecutor’s Office for Sakha (Yakutia) 
Republic or other bodies. 

 On 15 July 2016, Mr. Sentsov was visited at the correctional colony by a 
representative of the Commissioner for Human Rights for Sakha (Yakutia) Republic and 
representatives of the Public Monitoring Commission. 

 On 14 December 2016, he was visited by D.V. Dinze, a lawyer with whom an 
agreement to provide legal assistance had been concluded. 

 Pursuant to a Federal Penal Service order of 31 July 2017, Mr. Sentsov was sent to 
correctional colony No. 8 of the Department of the Federal Penal Service of Russia for the 
Yamalo-Nenets autonomous area, where he arrived on 9 October 2017. 

 Mr. Sentsov is living in the correctional colony’s unit No. 2. The living quarters 
have been fitted with furniture and household items in accordance with established 
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standards. The standard for living space per person established under article 99 (1) of the 
Penalties Enforcement Code of the Russian Federation has been respected. The unit meets 
the relevant sanitary standards. Mr. Sentsov has been provided with a seasonal set of 
clothing and bedding in accordance with the standards established in Ministry of Justice of 
the Russian Federation Order No. 216 of 3 December 2013 approving standards for the 
material welfare of persons serving prison sentences and persons held in remand centres. 

 Mr. Sentsov has not applied for measures to be taken to ensure his personal safety or 
filed reports concerning the commission of offences against him or the use of violence in 
the correctional system. No injuries were found on Mr. Sentsov’s body during the medical 
examinations carried out at correctional colony No. 8. In addition, he was found not to have 
an illness that would prevent him from serving a sentence of imprisonment. 

    




















