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The Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the United Nations Office and
other international organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Humen Rights and has the honour to transmit
herewith the reply of the Russian Federation to the enquiry by the Soecial Rapporteurs of
the United Nations Human Rights Council on the promotion and protection of the right to
freedom of opinion and expression, on the situation of humen rights defenders, and on
torture and other cruel, inhumen or degrading treatment or punishment, and the Vice-Chair
of the Council’s Working Group on Amitrary Detention regarding the situation of O.G.
Sentsov.
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The Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation takes this opportunity to convey
to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights the renewed
assurances of its highest consideration.
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Information from the Russian Federation in connection with the enquiry by the
speda procedures of the United Nations Human Rights Council regarding the
situation of O.G. Sentsov

Reference: AL RUS8/2017

0O.G. Sentsov, who worked as a film director for the Cry Cinema company in
Simferopol, was formelly charged under articles 205.4 (1), 205 (2) (a) (two counts), 30 (1)
and 205 (2) (a), 30 (3) and 222 (3) of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation (setting
up and leading aterrorist group, committing two acts of terrorism, preparing a third act of
terrorism, attempting to unlawfully acquire explosive devices, and unlawfully acquiring,
transporting and storing afirearmand ammunition).

It was established during the investigation that Mr. Sentsov had set up a terrorist
group & some point before 11 April 2014. The group was a cell of Right Sector, an
extremist organization banned in the Russian Federation that was ective in the Republic of
Crimea. In April and May 2014, members of this terrorist group carried out two acts of
terrorism in Simferopol, setting fire to the offices of the voluntary organization Russian
Community of Crimea and the political party United Russia. In addition, they began
preparing to blow up the statue of Vladimir Lenin near Simferopol railway station on Lenin
Boulevard. In preparation for this third act of terrorism, the participants in the group
attempted to acquire improvised explosive devices and to unlawfully acquire, transport and
storeafirearmand ammunition.

In May 2014, the law enforcement agencies shut down the terrorist group set up by
Mr. Sentsov.

During the court proceedings, the evidence collected in the investigation (including
records of the questioning of the accused persons, victims and witnesses, expert opinions,
and the results of police work, searches and crime scene analysis) wes deemed admissible
and sufficient.

On 25 August 2015, the North Caucasus district military court found Mr. Sentsov
guilty of setting up aterrorist group intent on destabilizing the work of the authorities of the
Russian Federation esteblished in the Republic of Crimea, overseeing the commission of
two acts of terrorismand the preparation of a third, and attempting to unlawfully acquire an
explosive deviceandto unlawfully storeafirearm

The court sentenced Mr. Sentsov to 20 years’ imprisonment in a strict-regime
correctiond colony. The sentence became enforceable on 24 November 2015.

Other participantsin theterrorist groupwere convictedin the same case.

On 24 November 2015, the military division of the Supreme Court of the Russian
Federation upheld the sentence and rejected the gopeels lodged by those convicted and their
defence lawyers in accordance with the procedure for examining appeals lodged against
sentences handed down by district military courts, which was established pursuant to
Federal Act No. 433 of 29 December 2010 amending the Code of Criminal Procedure of
the Russian Federation and repealing certain legislative acts of the Russian Federdion (or
provisionsthereof).

The court found that Mr. Sentsov had become a follower of one of the extremist
organizations openly operating in the territory of Ukraine. Between late March and early
April 2014, he had set up aterrorist group intent on destabilizing the work of the authorities
of the Russian Federation and exerting influence over them; a number of individuals had
joined the group. Mr. Sentsov led the group, providing weagpons, ammunition, explosives
and other iterrs with which to commit acts of terrorism, and unlawfully stored a firearmand
an explosivedevice.

Under Mr. Sentsov’s leadership, members of the terrorist group had set fire to an
office of the voluntary organization Russian Community of Crimea on 14 April 2014 and
an office of the Simferopol division of the Crimean regional division of the political party
United Russia on 18 April 2014. In addition, Mr. Sentsov had instructed members of the
group to blow up thestatue of Vladimir Lenin on9 May.
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The material facts of the case, as established by the court, indicate that Mr. Sentsov
resorted to means that were extremist in nature and committed criminally punishable acts
that posed a grave danger to the public. His actions were not connected with his work as a
journalist and filmdirector.

Thetrial was held in public.

The defendants were not prevented from making their position known to the court.
The defence was permitted to file petitions, on which reasoned decisions were taken. Those
that the court deemed well founded were granted.

The court concluded that the defendant was guilty on the basis of the body of
evidence assessed by it. Under interrogation at the pretrial investigation stage, members of
the terrorist group recounted what they had done and implicated Mr. Sentsov. The
information provided was confirmed by witnesses. Files found on a laptop seized fromMr.
Sentsov’s home contained materials justifying terrorism and instructions for making
incendiary weapons, explosive substancesand explosivedevices.

Two members of the terrorist group set up by Mr. Sentsov refused to testify in court,
claiming that they had beensubjected tounlawful methodsof investigation.

These issues were raised before the court of first instance and the gopeal court,
which rejected the claims in reasoned decisions based on analysis of the meterials in the
crimnal case file. The court established that Mr. Sentsov’s accused accomplices and their
defence lawyers had certified with their own signatures the information contained in the
interrogation records, including the fact that investigation procedures had been respected.
They had bean informed of their procedural rights, including their right not to incriminate
themselves. They had all been wamed tha their statements could be used as evidence in a
criminal case, even if they later withdrew them. For this reason, the statements made by the
witnessesat thetime of the pretrial investigation were lawfully read out in court.

The military division of the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation conducted its
examination of the case in accordance with the adversarial principle and the principle of
equality of arms. The defence’s arguments were considered, and reasoned decisions were
taken on their petitions.

With regard to the circumstances of Mr. Sentsov’s custody in remend centres and
imprisonment in correctional institutions, thefollowing should be noted.

Mr. Sentsov was arrested by the law enforcement agencies on 11 May 2014 and, on
the basis of a decision of Kyiv District Court, Simferopol, was taken into custody on
charges of committing offences under articles 205.4 (2), 30 (2), 205(2) (a), 30 (3) and 222
(3) of the Criminal Code of Russia. On the same day, he was placed in a holding facility of
the Department of the Ministry of Intemal Affairs of Russia for Smferopol. On arrival at
the institution, Mr. Sentsov was examined by the duty medical officer. The examination
revealed injuries on his body, namely bruises on his face and a haematoma on his back,
which, he claimed, had been sustained during his arrest. Mr. Sentsov had no complaints
about his healthand did not request medical care.

The military investigation department of the Investigative Committee of the Russian
Federation for the Black Sea Fleet looked into Mr. Sentsov’s claims in relation to his arrest
by officials from the law enforcement agencies. It was found tha they had not exceeded
their powers.

On 12 May 2014, Kyiv District Court, Simferopol, ordered Mr. Sentsov to be
remanded in custody as apreventivemeasure.

On 16 May 2014, Mr. Sentsov was placed in remend centre No. 1 of the Department
of the Federal Penal Service of Russia for the Republic of Crimea and the city of
Sevastopol.

On 22 May 2014, on the basis of the investigator’s decision of 17 May 2014, Mr.
Sentsov wes transferred to remand centre No. 2 of the Department of the Federal Penal
Serviceof Russiafor M oscow, where he remained until 19 June 2015.
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On the basis of adecision of the North Caucasus district military court of 16 June
2015, Mr. Sentsov wes transferred on 19 June 2015 to Rostov-on-Don, where he remained
until 20 January 2016 (in Rostov-on-Don, he was held at remand centre No. 4 of the
Federal Penal Service of Russiaand remend centre No. 1 of the Central Department of the
Federal Penal Service of Russiafor Rostov province).

On arrival at each of these institutions, Mr. Sentsov underwent the standard medical
examination by a duty medical officer. He did not make any complaints regarding his
hedlth. Traces of the bodily injuries that Mr. Sentsov had sustained during his arrest were
recorded during the examinations carried out & the remand centre in Simferopol on 16 May
2014 and at the remend centre in Moscow on 22 May 2014. In remand centre No. 2 in
Mascow, Mr. Sentsov wes examined by doctors on multiple occasions. They carried out the
necessary medical tests and prescribed medicines to treat him. In subsequent examinations,
doctors assessed Mr. Sentsov’s health as satisfactory and found no injuries on his body. He
did not complain about hishealth.

Mr. Sentsov did not file gpplications with the administrations of the institutions
concerning the use of physical force or coercion against him by officers of the remend
centres or other persons. He made no claims against the officers or administrations of the
institutions, nor did he request medical care.

The North Caucasus district military court, in Rastov-on-Don, heard Mr. Sentsov’s
case between 9 July and 25 August 2015. Officers of the Department of the Ministry of
Internal Affairs of Russia for Rostov-on-Don transported Mr. Sentsov to court fromremand
centre No. 4 on 14 occasions during this period. No complaints or applicaions concerning
the matter in question were received from Mr. Sentsov a any point during the period in
which hewas being transportedto andfromthe court.

After the sentence had become enforceable, pursuant to a Federal Penal Service
instruction of 20 January 2016 Mr. Sentsov was sent to serve his sentence in correctional
colony No. 1 of the Department of the Federal Penal Serviceof Russia for Sakha (Yakutia)
Republic, wherehearrived on 16 March 2016.

Mr. Sentsov lived in the institution’s unit No. 4. The unit building is in satisfactory
condition and is fitted with fumiture and sanitary facilities in accordance with the
requirements of criminal procedure legislation. At the institution, Mr. Sentsov was issued
with a set of winter clothing and bedding.

Mr. Sentsov displayed poor behaviour during his time in the institution. He received
21 disciplinary penalties, including 18 reprimands and 3 placements in the punishment cell,
for breaching the internal regulations of correctional facilities. On 11 April 2016, he was
put on the register of persons who study, propagandize, preach or spread extremist ideology.

In the correctional colony, Mr. Sentsov was monitored by doctors frommedical unit
No. 1, which is a branch of medical centre No. 14, a federally funded health-care institution
of the Federal Penal Service of Russia. He underwent medical examinations and tests.
Doctors found no medical reason why he could not serve his sentence or be transported to
another region.

He did naot file any complaints with the Prosecutor’s Office for Sakha (Yakutia)
Republic or other bodies.

On 15 July 2016, Mr. Sentsov wes visited a the correctional colony by a
representative of the Commissioner for Human Rights for Sakha (Yakutia) Republic and
representaivesof the Public M onitoring Commission.

On 14 December 2016, he was visited by D.V. Dinze, a lawyer with whom an
agreement to providelegal assistance had been conduded.

Pursuant to a Federal Penal Service order of 31 July 2017, Mr. Sentsov was sent to
correctional colony No. 8 of the Department of the Federal Penal Service of Russia for the
Yamalo-Nenets autonomousarea, where hearrived on 9 October 2017.

Mr. Sentsov is living in the correctional colony’s unit No. 2. The living quarters
have been fitted with fumiture and household items in accordance with established

4 GE.18-03317



HRC/NONE2018/31

standards. The standard for living space per person established under article 99 (1) of the
Penalties Enforcement Code of the Russian Federdion has been respected. The unit meets
the relevant sanitary standards. Mr. Sentsov has been provided with a seasonal set of
clothing and bedding in accordance with the standards established in Ministry of Justice of
the Russian Federation Order No. 216 of 3 December 2013 approving standards for the
material welfare of persons serving prison sentencesand personsheld in remand centres.

Mr. Sentsov has not gpplied for measures to be taken to ensure his personal safety or
filed reports concerning the commission of offences against him or the use of violence in
the correctional system. No injuries were found on Mr. Sentsov’s body during the medical
examinations carried out & correctional colony No. 8. In addition, he wes found not to have
anillness that would prevent himfrom serving asentence of imprisonment.
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sapepranan, JKano6 Ba cocToAHue szoposea O .Cewuos He mver, 3a
MeJAIHHCKOR HOMONIEIO HEe cﬁpan;amz, | h

JlocnefcTBeHMAs ~ NpoBepKs B OTHOWGHMM  COTPYIRKOR
IIpABOOXPAHATENBHEIX OPTaHOB M0 EKTY 3ARCPHARRL 0O.I".Cenuopa nposOJAIach
BoeHHO-CIEACTREHHEIM yupm&amm Crenersennoro xommrera FPoccmiickod
Gepepanmr  To  HePHOMOPCKOMY @ﬂ@*zy Hpeaﬁmesmﬁ COTPY AHUKAMH
IPaBOOXPANATEEHEIX OPraHOB CBOMX nonEOMONHE BRRNEHO He GEuTO.

12 max 2014 r, KuesckuM palloHHsIM CyIOM I. Crmdeponons B OTHOWEHAH
O.J.Cenropa BHHECEHA Mepa'rxpmﬁam B BUIE CONSPKARNA NIOA cTpaKed.

16 Maz 2014 1. O.I.Cenyor 6xi IOMETIeH B CONCTBEHHKH u3onaTop M 1
V@OCHH Poceuu rio PecrryGmaxe Kpand 1 r. CesacTomorno.

22 mas 2014 1. HA OCHOBAHHU TOCTAHOBJGHUA CIENOBATENA OT 17 mas
2014 r., OJ .Cenuon 6uin nepeseneﬁ B CIISACTBEHHEIH H3IOUATOP Ne 2 YOCUH
Poccrn 1o T. MOGKES, Te O HAXONHICH A0 19 mong 2015 1.

Ha ocroBadmu mcmmmmm Cenepc»Kanmmm OKPYIKHOTQ BOCHHOrC
cyma ot 16 moms 2015 1, O.I.Cenmor 19 mona 2015 r. Osyt niepeBencH B
r, Pactos-na-Jlony, THe OH Haxemcs Ho 2{) saupaps 2016 1. (8 Pocrose-na-Jouy
OH CONEPHANCT B CAEACTBEHHOM BIONATCP Ne 4 GCHH Poccun B oHeICTReHEOM
yzongrope Ne 1 IYOCUH Pecam: nio Poctosckolt oGnacTH).

Io npubsmum B Kaxnoe Bmeaasnazmoe yapexgenne O .Cennos
NPOXOXKN CTAHMBPTHBIH Me;mxmﬁcm OCMOTP Y AEKYPHOTO MeZHUMHCKOro
paforruxa. Xanob Ha cemmﬁe s,n:@sm OH HE npamm.sn ‘QOcraToysnie
IPOSBISHMUA yxasaauux nsnne | TEMeCHHIX nospmamaﬁ, TOOTYIeRHEX
OT.CerUOBEM B XOI® saﬁepmm, Orume sadam:supeaauﬂ npY acmmpax B
CEACTBERHOM usoNATOpE B T Cumbepensﬁe 16 mad 2014 r. m CHEJCTBEHHOM
W3ONATOPE B r. Mockse 22 M2 2&14 r. B CUENCTREHHOM H3QMITOPS Ne2 n
. Mockre O.T, C,‘enmma genmaxpama amawpmm RpaTTH, KOTOPHE POBOMMIE
neobxomuMEIe mmnacme amemmﬁm ¢ Haauammem Mesmammmmro
newenns. Tlpu nmmﬁm wwrpax eommmﬁe ampoam 0. .Cennora




OUEHHBANIOCH 5;2@%1\43 xax yzmsnefmpmeﬂm@e, TENECHBIX IOBpeNIeHull He
%xmsmcz: Ha mmaam szxopm.x O :ae zmmmm
€ 3a8BNEHMAMEA K amm.-_:; ALY y&pemem«rﬁ O mpEMeHeHHH K HeMy

usEReckoll CHIB mﬁa axasam mszxeﬁcmﬁx [ c'mpam COTPYNHMKOB MECT
cofepKaHus 10N c*rpazxﬁﬁ a Tamxe MHRXX TN Q. .Cennos e obpaimancs.
IMpetensult k COTPYTHAKAM nﬁﬁa a.mﬂﬁmrpamm y'ipemuawﬁ He aMel 3a
MeZMIHACKOR nommsm on TaxKe He aﬁpm&nca

Cy,aeﬁnm 3asezzmx no nexy Q. Cenmona upﬂaegmcs ¢ 9 mont mo
25 agrycra 2015 1. B Cepepa-Kaamscmu ezepyzxﬂom BOEHHOM Cyne BT, Pocrose-
Ha-Jlony. 3a 370 BpeMs ¢ or. Cemmm 14 pas mcrmm B CYJ M3 cne,acmeumm
wsonsTops Ned COTPYAHAKH YMB]I Pocoun mo T. Pocrosy-Ha-Jlony. 3a Bech
ePUON KOHBOWPOBAHYA mamﬁ " aaﬁsne;mﬁ o AHHOMY BOTpacY OT
O .Ceruosa He MOCTYNANG. i

Tlocne BOTYTLIEHHA npmmpa 3 aaicmgyte CHITY HB OCHOBARME YKA3AHHA
®CUH Pocern oT 20 sHBapA 2016 r. O.I".Cermion 65T HampaRfeH A1 OTONBARKL
HAKAZAHMA B ncnpaammnyxo KQNOHHMIO Ml ?@CHH Feccm-: no PecrryGnuke
Caxa (fxys), KyRa npuGeuy 16 Mapm 2@16 r

" B atom m;npammmm Wpemaﬂna O.I.Cenuon Tpo%uUBAT B OTPRAS
Ned. 3pamme OTpAA Haxomures B YAQBNSTROPHTENLHOM  COCTOARNH,
YKOMILIEKTOBAHO Mebensio 1 cax-mmﬁmﬁ B COOTBCTCTBHM ¢ TpefoBaHMsMH
ymmmm-—acmnm'rmﬂom mono;mﬂ:mma B yypexmemm O.T.Cermosy
Oy BBLHAHE] KOMILTEKT 3UMHeH OReHME! 7 HOCTENbHES MPHHANICKHOCTH,

3a  Bpemq npeﬁmmx B ,;zamm HCTIPRBUTENBHOM  YIPekAeHHH
O.I'.Cenuon :sapexommeaan caéﬂ ¢ ammarenwoﬁ CTOpOHE!. 38 HepyImeHw:
[Npasun BEYTPCHHETO pacmpsma xeﬂgzasmeaaﬁssx yapexznenufi oH 21 pa3
npUBReKANcd K m@mmapmﬁ ome'rc'rseﬁﬁae’rﬁ, B TOM WHHCIE B BHIS
BRTOBOpOE ~ 18 pas, B BHAE BOARO ms B WrpahHOd M30IATOP ~ 3 pasa,
C 11 anpens 2016 1. OH COCTOHT . Ha yders KaK IO, M3Yalomes,
IpOTAraMAUPYIOLIEe, ﬂcnanenymmea na60 PACTIPOCTPAHAIONES IKCTPEMHUCTCKYIO

HASONOTHIO,




B nenpasutensHol xem 0T, Cea:ms HaBmonancs Y apaﬂelet bummana
«MepuupsoKax 9acth Mo 1n @K"YB MCY-14 OCHH Pwexm Emy TpOBeJeHE]
MeIHLMHOKHE ofcrenosanus M aHATHSH. I’Ipcmsonexasmﬁ X OTGBIBAHMIO
HAKA33HHA ¥ STANUPOBAHWIC B zxpymﬁ pemor-x spafzam: He YCTaHOBIISHO.

C xanobamu B xrpoxypamy Pmnyﬁmmz Caxa (SIxyTus) ¥ BHEIC opram
o He ofpamancs. :

TlpeacragaTens am:apa*ta Vnwmsmqaaaom N0 mnpapaM YIOBEKE B
PecrryOnuxe Caxa (Fxyras) u npexcmmm OfmecTsenuoH na6monaTenEHOH
xomuccny nocemany O.I'.Cennosa 15 mons 2016 r. B HCTIpaBHTENBHOK KOIOHMH,

Apporar 1B ﬂnﬁse, ¢ xm*opsm JAKMIOYEHO COMNAIICHHE Ha OKa3aHHe
IOpHANTECKOH NOMOTIIH, nOceIaN ero 14 nexaﬁps 2016,

Ha 0CHOBAHWH Hapmxa ©CHH Poacﬂn or 31 monza 2017 r. O T".Cerrion Grun
HANABNEH B UCHPABUTENEHYIO KOACHIIO Y&CHI’I Poccny 1o ﬁ!«aﬁo—Henexmmy
ABTOHOMHOMY OKpYTY (WG} Nn 8, Kyzxa ea ﬁpﬁﬁm 9 oxratps 2017 r.

B sroi#t aanpasmﬂbﬁoﬁ mnom or. Cennion npox:nsae'r B oTpAne Néz
Oﬁmexcwmc ofopyaosaHo Meﬁe.mc b ITPSZIMQTM xesauc'mexmom ofuxona B
COOTBOTCTBHH ¢ ycraﬂommm.mn CTAHJAPTAMH, Onpenenduuas 4.1 cT. 99

VTrONORHO-HCTIONARTENBHOTO mz;exca Poccnﬁcxoﬁ cbe;:epazmm HOpMa XKHIOH
IiomATd HA OQEHOrO ¥eNOBEKA sﬂﬁmneua Canuraphbie HOpME B oTpaKe
sumnonumores. O.T. Ceﬁuaa aﬁecﬁaqen CE30HHBIM KOMIUTEKTOM = OAEKIH U
MOCTENFHKIMEA  PUHALIEKHOCTAMY no mpuau, ycrauenne:mm IPHKA30M
MuBHECTEpCTES IOCTHINH Pcccnﬁcmﬁ @ezxepaxmn or 3 nexaépa 2013 r. Ne 216
«Q6 yreepxacHEN HQPM nememm nosmxiaersna OCYRIOSHHHK K ITAIIEHHEO
D agjn enencmm mmpmm. |

0 :‘mp ne Qﬁecnwmmm mﬁmﬁ GesonacrocTH,

cBoBOIR! H JAL, GOACPRAIILY

C saxsmam 0 NpHHA
COBEPIEHHMX B momem Bero mpecTyl em»:ﬁ a TRIKE 0 IpHMENEeHNN
HACHIAA B yqpexcnem ¥y ‘osxn—mmmenﬁaaﬁ crctems O Cenmos e
ofpamanca, ITpu nposen@m Me.ammcm ocmorpos B ncnpamm:;zﬁeﬁ
KOTOHHUN .Né 8 » ﬂHAE) ¥ 01" Cermoaa He Grum annenm TENeCHEIS
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HoBpeNcIeRns, 3abonesaHyl, IPENSTCTRYIONMK OTGHBANHMIO HAKA3AHHS B BHAC
jumeEns cROBONEL, Y HETO TRkGKe He BRIABIEHO, |




