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  (Translated from Arabic) 

Study and opinion: 

 The Committee has held numerous meetings, the last being its tenth periodic 

meeting of the year, held on Tuesday,10 Rabi al-Awwal A.H. 1439 [28 November 2017], at 

which, after studying the subject and considering the reply from the competent authority 

and the information available, it determined the following: 

1. With regard to the provision of any additional information and any comments 

on the allegations in question: 

 The decision to sever diplomatic and consular relations with the State of Qatar was 

taken by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in exercise of its sovereign rights under international 

law in order to protect its national security from the dangers posed by terrorism and 

extremism. The Kingdom took that decision as a result of the gross violations that the 

authorities in Doha had been committing covertly and openly in recent years through 

attempts to provoke internal discord within Saudi society, incite rebellion against the State 

and prejudice its sovereignty by harbouring numerous terrorist and sectarian groups seeking 

to destabilize the region. However, the Kingdom will remain a staunch ally of the fraternal 

Qatari people and will continue to support their security and stability regardless of the 

hostile acts committed by the authorities in Doha. 

 We wish to emphasize the fact that the Kingdom has taken the measures needed to 

address humanitarian cases of Saudis and our Qatari brothers by, in particular, establishing 

a committee to that end after the said decision was made known. The Ministry of the 

Interior has also allocated officially announced hotline telephone numbers to receive reports 

of such cases so that they can be duly addressed. 

2. Measures taken to ensure that families with mixed Saudi-Qatari nationalities 

are not separated: 

 The allegation that families with mixed Saudi-Qatari nationalities have been affected 

by separation is false. As a matter of principle, the Kingdom has shown due regard for the 

humanitarian situation of such families and has permitted relatives in the first degree to 

pass through the Kingdom’s border control posts. Married male and female citizens or 

residents holding Qatari or Saudi nationality, as well as their children, are permitted to 

reside or pass through the Kingdom’s border control posts. 

 The allegation that Qatari nationals have been denied entry into the Kingdom 

following the death of a family member is false since, whenever any such situations are 

established, they are considered and addressed by the Committee on Humanitarian Cases. 

The persons concerned are allowed to enter the Kingdom and are given a laissez-passer to 

attend the mourning ceremony and funeral of their deceased relative. At the State of Qatar’s 

request, the Embassy of the Sultanate of Oman has been authorized to act as that State’s 

consular agent in all matters relating to the situation of prisoners, cases of death, any 

criminal incidents that might occur, the issuance of laissez-passers and the like. 

 The allegation that Qatari nationals have been prohibited from entering the Kingdom 

to perform the umrah pilgrimage is false since our Qatari brothers are permitted to enter for 

the purpose of performing the umrah and hajj pilgrimage rituals and have been treated with 

respect out of regard for their circumstances through, inter alia, exemption from the 

requirement to register their entry application electronically and to obtain the requisite 

permits for that purpose. Saudi Arabian Airlines was instructed to dispatch aircraft to Doha 

Airport to carry pilgrims from Qatar — which the Qatari authorities did not permit — and 

to carry Qatari pilgrims from King Fahd International Airport at Dammam and Al-Ahsa 

International Airport at the personal expense of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, 

may God preserve him, and all the Qatari pilgrims were hosted under the Custodian of the 

Two Holy Mosques’ umrah and hajj guest programme.  
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 The allegation that Qatari students residing in the Kingdom and Saudi students 

residing in Qatar have been prohibited from pursuing their studies is false since all such 

Qatari and Saudi students are permitted to pass through the Kingdom’s border control posts 

on presentation of proof of their enrolment at an academic institution in the Kingdom or the 

State of Qatar. 

 The allegation that Saudi nationals receiving treatment at hospitals in the State of 

Qatar were asked to return to the Kingdom and that Qatari nationals receiving treatment at 

hospitals in the Kingdom were asked to leave, as a result of which their treatment was 

halted and their health impacted, is false since the above-mentioned Committee on 

Humanitarian Cases shows due regard for their circumstances and anyone whose attested 

health condition requires ongoing treatment is permitted to travel to Qatar or enter the 

Kingdom. 

 The allegation that Saudi nationals working in the State of Qatar risk losing their 

jobs is false since Saudi nationals residing in the State of Qatar are permitted to pass 

through the Kingdom’s border control posts. 

 The allegation that persons working for our Qatari brothers and residing in the 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia have lost their jobs due to the lack of freedom of movement is 

false since the situation of such persons is addressed by the Committee on Humanitarian 

Cases and they are permitted to move freely. 

 The allegation that our Qatari brothers’ assets and property in the Kingdom have 

been confiscated and that they have been prohibited from using or disposing of such 

property is false insofar as no Qatari-owned assets or property in the Kingdom have been 

confiscated, nor have their owners been prohibited from using or disposing of them since, 

in accordance with the provisions of articles 18 and 19 of the Basic Law of Governance, the 

State guarantees the freedom and inviolability of private property ownership; general 

seizure of assets is prohibited and an individual’s assets may be seized only under the terms 

of a court order. 

 The allegation that Qataris are not permitted to file lawsuits is false since, under the 

Kingdom’s regulations, everyone has a guaranteed right to seek legal redress in accordance 

with article 47 of the Basic Law of Governance. 

 The allegation that the residence permits of workers employed by our Qatari 

brothers in the Kingdom cannot be renewed, thereby exposing such workers to the risk of 

sanctions and penalties, is false insofar as none of those whose residence permits have 

expired have been called to account. Moreover, even after the boycott decision was taken, 

residence permits were issued to a number of expatriate workers of various nationalities 

employed by Qatari nationals. 

 In addition to the above-mentioned measures, a committee consisting of 

representatives of the official bodies concerned has been formed at the Salwa border control 

post to look into and settle urgent humanitarian cases in ongoing coordination with the 

General Directorate of Passports which is the body that processes the various cases. 

Relatives in the first degree and married male and female citizens or residents holding 

Qatari or Saudi nationality, as well as their children, are permitted to reside and pass 

through the Kingdom’s border control posts. 

 During the period from 10 Ramadan A.H. 1438 to 9 Rabi al-Awwal A.H. 1439 [5 

June to 27 November 2017], 34,829 Saudi nationals arrived from the State of Qatar and 

30,545 left the Kingdom on their way to that State. During the same period, 46,694 Qatari 

nationals arrived in the Kingdom and 48,030 left the Kingdom. 

3. Measures in place to ensure that Qatari nationals are able to exercise their 

right to freedom of religion without discrimination: 

 Qatari nationals and Muslim residents of Qatar enjoy the right to perform the umrah 

and hajj rituals under the approved group travel arrangements for pilgrims. In fact, Qatari 

pilgrims have been accorded positive discrimination through the following measures:  

• Qatari pilgrims are permitted to enter the Kingdom through the Salwa border control 

post. All Qataris wishing to perform the pilgrimage are exempted from the 
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requirement to register their entry application on the website of the Ministry of Hajj 

and Umrah or obtain permits to that end; 

• Saudi Arabian Airlines was instructed to dispatch aircraft to Doha Airport to carry 

pilgrims from Qatar — which the Qatari authorities did not permit — and to carry 

Qatari pilgrims from King Fahd International Airport at Dammam and Al-Ahsa 

International Airport, if they so requested, at the personal expense of the Custodian 

of the Two Holy Mosques, may God preserve him; 

• Qatari pilgrims arriving by road and wishing to continue their journey on internal 

flights or overland are offered accommodation at the border control post at the 

personal expense of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, may God preserve 

him, and arrangements are made for them to be hosted in the same way as VIPs by 

the offices of the governors of the regions through which they will be passing by 

land or air to perform the sacred rituals;  

• All Qatari pilgrims are hosted under the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques’ 

umrah and hajj guest programme.  

 The number of Qatari pilgrims arriving for the hajj in the year A.H. 1438 amounted 

to more than 1,564, which exceeded their number in the previous year. 

4. Measures taken to guarantee the protection of the human rights of migrant 

workers employed by Qatari nationals in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia without 

discrimination: 

 The above-mentioned Committee is addressing the situation of such workers 

needing to travel between the Kingdom and Qatar. There is no discrimination in the 

treatment of expatriate workers employed by Qatari nationals in the Kingdom. As of 25 

Dhu’l Hijjah A.H. 1438 [16 September 2017], there were 308 such workers and the 

residence permits of some of them had been expired for more than a year, for which they 

were not held to account.  

 During the period from 10 Ramadan A.H. 1438 to 9 Rabi al-Awwal A.H. 1439 

[5 June to 27 November 2017], 9,535 persons of other nationalities travelled from the 

Kingdom to the State of Qatar and 9,626 arrived from the State of Qatar. 

 Residence permits were issued to 34 expatriates of various nationalities to work for 

Qatari nationals after the boycott decision was taken. 

5. With regard to the manner in which the right to health has been guaranteed for 

Saudi migrants in the State of Qatar and Qatari nationals residing in the Kingdom: 

 The committee established to look into humanitarian cases takes this matter into due 

account in the case of persons with a proven need to enter or leave the Kingdom for 

ongoing treatment of a pathological condition and our Qatari brothers residing in the 

Kingdom enjoy the right to health in the same way as Saudi nationals. 

6. Measures taken to guarantee access to education for Qatari migrant students in 

the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, as well as Saudi migrant students in the State of Qatar, 

so that they can pursue their education at schools and universities without any 

discrimination: 

 The above-mentioned committee is addressing such cases and Saudi and Qatari 

students are permitted to pass through the Kingdom’s border control posts on presentation 

of proof of their enrolment at academic institutions in the Kingdom or the State of Qatar. 

7. Information on compliance with international and regional instruments in 

guaranteeing the right to freedom of movement and residence: 

 The Kingdom is committed to all the international and regional instruments to which 

it is a party and which it regards as forming part of its legislation. Any Qatari national who 

enters Saudi territory in accordance with the statutory procedures enjoys freedom of 

movement and residence. In this regard, the Kingdom emphasizes that protection of its 

security and the safety of its citizens is a sovereign right that is guaranteed by international 

law. At all events, no one may be expelled from the Kingdom in an unlawful manner. 
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8. With regard to the provision of compensation to migrants, and particularly 

those owning property and businesses, who have been affected by the severance of 

relations between the Kingdom and Qatar: 

 The cases of any Qataris with commercial or agricultural investments in the 

Kingdom are referred for study by the competent authorities in the Ministry of Commerce 

and Investment. Such compensation is guaranteed by the Kingdom’s regulations in 

accordance with article 18 of the Basic Law of Governance. 

9. Information on how the criminalization of online expression of sympathy with 

Qatar is applied and how the legal basis for restricting such expression is compatible 

with international human rights standards: 

 The allegation that the Kingdom imposes penalties of up to 5 years’ imprisonment 

and fines of up to 3 million riyals for “sympathizing” with Qatar is false. The Kingdom’s 

legislation guarantees freedom of opinion and expression for all unless it involves a breach 

of public order or an attack on society, its members or its firmly established values. This 

restriction has a national constitutional basis insofar as article 39 of the Basic Law of 

Governance stipulates that: “All means of expression must employ civil and polite language, 

comply with the Kingdom’s regulations, contribute to the education of the nation and 

strengthen its unity. It is prohibited to commit any act that is conducive to disorder and 

division or prejudicial to State security.” This restriction is compatible with the relevant 

international standards including, in particular, article 29, paragraph 2, of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights (“In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall be 

subject only to such limitations as are determined by law solely for the purpose of securing 

due recognition and respect for the rights and freedoms of others and of meeting the just 

requirements of morality, public order and the general welfare …”). 

10. Measures taken to guarantee the aforementioned human rights of migrants, without 

discrimination on any basis, in compliance with the Kingdom’s obligations under 

international law: 

 In this regard, the Kingdom is diligently seeking to ensure that the said persons 

enjoy their rights and freedoms without any discrimination during the boycott. As already 

indicated, a committee has been formed to look into humanitarian cases and this is 

consistent with the Kingdom’s obligations under international law. 

    


















