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In the name of  God, the Compassiortate, the Mercifid

Re:E 2050-12744

Tlie  Permanent  Mission  of  the Islamic  Republic  of  Iran to the United  Nations  Office  andother International  Org,anizations  in Geneva  presents its compliments  to the Office  of  the United
Nations  Hid  Cossioner  for  Human Rights, and with reference to the joint  communication bysome  of  the S.R and working  group on arbitrmy  detention  (WGAD)  dated 29 May  2017, has the
bonoir  to submit hcrcwith the reply  of I.R, Iran to the Opifflon of the seventy-eighth mee%  ofthe Working;  Group  on Arbitrary  Detention  (29 May  2017),  in connection  with  anumber  of  Baha'is
in the Golestan  Pro'vince.

The PemiaIlent  Mission  Ofthe  ISlaffliC Republic  OfIran  tO the United  Nations  OffiCe andother Intemationai  Organizations  in Geneva avails  itself  of  this oppoty  to renew  to the OfficeOf the United  Nations  High  Commtssioner  for }Iuman  gights,  the a.ssurmices of  its highestconsideration.

% '!-

Office  ofthe  UnitedNations  High  Commissioner
for  Human  Rights  (OHCHR)
PalaisdesNations
CH-1211  Geneva  10
Fax: 022.917.90.(18
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IntheNameofGod

the Compassionate,  the Merciful

Reply  to the 29 'May  2017 0pinion,of  the seventy-eighth  meeting  of  the Working

Group  on Arbitrary  Detention,  in connection  <vith a number  of  Baha'is  in the

Golestan  Province  of  IR  Iran

Introduction

At the outset, athere is much to be regretted that despite  the  official

information  provided  by the Government  of.the  Islamic  Republic  of Jran in

response to the previous  communication  of the Working  Group on Arbitrary

Detention,  dated June 22, 2016,  allegations  from  the source have been considered

as acceptable;  and based on the opinion,  $e present ppinion  has been issued.

Basically,  if  evidence  and documentation  was' supposed to be. provided  to the

Working  $oup  for the earlier information :provided' by the Gove%'ment (which was
referred  to in paragraph  20 of  this  Communication  as a reason for  not accepting  the

infomation  provided),  it was naturally  expected  that  the Working  Grorip  to avoid

haste before  the issuance  of  the opinion,  and provide  the Government  of  IR Iran

with  adeqriate time or the WG  could  make a reqriest for s'i'ibmission  of  relevant

documents;  or it could tnake a request for provision  of Jurther supporting

documents  to the Working  Grorip

* The previous  reply  of  the Islamic  Republic  6f  Iran  has been sent in brevity  and it

has been prepared  in the same format  as other  special  mandate  holders.  Given  the

received  opinion  and the deadline  given in the present cornrnunication,  more

detailed  relevant  documentation  and, infoimation  is provided  'xvith the expectation

to be taken into consideration  in accordance  with  the working  group's  rules of

procedure.

* Yt is regrettable  to see a lack of  a:ffention by the working  group to the the

inhumane  and sectarian  nature of  organization  of some Baha'is  in Irarx and the

lodging  of  allegations  of  the source in the category  (II);  according  to tlte earlier

provided  information,  which  is repeatedly  reflected  in intemational  documents,

there is a difference  between  tlie subject of the Baha'is and the existence  of a
sectarian  organization  that has tightly  controlled  its n'embers  and it has deprived
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them from  their  individual  liberties  and rights.  Obviously,  the relevant  articles  and

clauses in the International  Covenant  on Civil  and Political  Rights  does not

prescribe  or imply  the right  to freely  grant  sectarian  activities  as metitioned;  and

therefore,  legal  measures  to deal  with  complaints  against  several  BaM'is  and legal

proceedings  against  the committed  6rimes  should  not  be labeled  as arbitrary.

* Propagation  for  attractirig  yotmg  children  and adolescents  of  under  the age of  18

to join  and work  in illegal  Baha'i  organization  through  resorting  to immoral

methods,  such as, financial  temptation  and food  distribution,  encouragement  for

immoral  behavior  add sexual harassment,  which  have resulted  in  filing  of

complaints  by parents  of  those  individuals  are not  supposed  to be translated  in the

framework  of  a healffiy  social  activity  and to be defined  as an exercise  of  the right

of  freedom.  Therefore,  legal  review  in this  area is not  entirely  consistent  with  the

framework  of  the mandate  of  the working  groxip  and it should  not  be considered,  in

any  way,  a subject  of  arbitrary  detention.

* Unfortunately,  the source  has maliciously  raised  several  false allegations  in

his/her  communication,  which  has led the move of  the Work  Group  toward  a

wrong  direction,  and the  opinion  is far  from  the facts  in the case; including  the fact

that the nature of  the criminal  actions  of  the mentioned  individuals,  in the

communication,  are not  properly  reflected.

*' According  to the existing  information,  those  24 individuals  have  been organizing

mass meetiiigs,  in the for'tu  of  an organizational  group,  in obedience  of  the newly

established  Baha'i  organizations  in the Golestan  region,  used persuasive  and

immoral  methods  and instruments  to attract  people  to work  with  die organization

Since  many  of  the participants  in the meetings  were  children  and individuals  under

the age of  18, and they  had no authorization  or permission  from  their  parents,  and

also a number  of  complaints  were  filed  by  those  parents,  the subject  was  tau<en into

investigation.  The  investigations  also  confirmed  existence  of  a regular

organizational  activity  con:atining genuity  of  the complaints.

In addition  to the unlawful  nature  of  tlie  meetings,  the issue of  association  of

the meetings  with  the Baha'i  community,  centered  in the territory  of  the hostile

regime  of  Israel,  has also raised  the security  aspects of  the illegal  activities.

Subsequently,  the judicial  authoxity  investigated  the case and on the basis  of  the
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received  info.t'mation  and.evidences,  ordered  summoning  of  a number  of  suspects
and inspection  of  sites. With the view  of  the strong  probability  of  cooperating  with
the outlawed  Baha'i community,  the required  investigation  and inteirogation

proceeding  were carried out in conformity  with  Article  128 of the Criminal

Procedure Code of  the time, All  defendants  had the right  to legal counsel  after
completion  of  the investigation  phase,'which  will  be refened,  in detail,  in the
following  paragraplis

It should be noted that the new Code of Criminal  Procedurc  has been
implemented  since July  of  the year 2015, and in accordarice  with  Article  48 of  thiS
law the accused c'an apply  for  the presence of  a lawyer.  The laivyer  could  meet
witli  the accused in observation  and atte.ntion to the  confidentiality  of the
investigations  and rxegotiations.

It'should  Also be not'iced  that in spite of  the existence  of'pffirate  pla:intiffs
and numerous  violations  of tl'ie law, Islamc affection  has bee'n considerably

observed  for those individuals  in general, including  the' fact that the Court of

Appeal,  by carefully  heamg the defense, and assuming  that  the rndividuals under
investigation  had not have any criminal  recojd,  issued }eniency  lawsuits  against

them iii  comparinB  with the decision of  the lower court. Also, aqcording to Article
134 of  the Penal Code only  the severest  punishment  was applied  to this  group  and
other  punishments  were ignored;  similar  to other  citizens.  Or despite  the fact that
.the associati.on  of  the Baha'fs'with  the hostile  state was ascertained  by the Court  of
'Appeal  and that the crime  was committcd,  their  punishment  was commuted  to a

short time conviction and $ey were released after completion of the conviction
period.

I According  to the contents  of  the case and the information  provided  below,  the
status of  the individuals  referred  to as the fiftli  category  (v), is not consistent  with

the characteristics  already defined  under category  (v) for being corxsidered as

arbitrary  detention.  Arrest  and judicial  investigation  of  the performance  of a
limited  number  of  individuals  should  not  be generalized.  The majority  of  Baha'is  in
Iran are in a good condition  in terms  of  their  economic  and professional  activities

and they are enjoying  their  liberties  and conduct  their  rituals  freely.  Therefore,  all

allegations  that the case of  those 24 individuals  has been due to their  belief  and
pracfice of their teachings are absolutely  incorrect.  Baha'is, similar  to other
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Iranians  may commit  offenses,  in different  areas, and be sued by law.  Any

allegation  on mistreatment  and persecution  against  BaM'fs  is fabrication  of  false

information

* Unfortunately,  in the released  Opinion,  unverified  allegations  have  been taken

into  account,  rather  than the autlientic  and real  information  and documentation.  For

instance,  in paragraphs  21 and 22, the allegations  in the, comrnunica.tion  of  the

Special  Rapporteur  are considered  as definite;  while  in observation  of  the rules  of

procedure,  defined  for  mandate  holders  (document  no 5/2), Special  Rapporteurs

are obliged  to observe  impartiality  and make  conuriunications  witbout  prejudice.

The Islamic  Republic  of  Iran  has duly  responded  to communications  and provided

significant  information  to reject  ba,seless and infounded  allegations  as a result  of

which  many  cases and allegations  were  discontinued.  Also,  the Working  Group,

before  issuing  the Opinion,  has not coizsidered  or taken  into account  the earlier

detailed  replies  the G<:ivernment  had provided  to th@ reports  of  Special  Rappoiteur

on Iran  and to the UN  Secretary  General.

* As' for the allegation  on arbitrary  detention  of some BaM'is  which  was

communicated  tlirough  an urgent  appeal,  dated May  29, the Government  of  Iran

responded  expeditiously  and sent it to the Office  of  the High  Conimissioner.  In the

reply,  extensive  information  was provided  which  proved  the allegations  to be false

and fabrication  of  lies.

* Regarding  the recommendations  of  the UPR,  it should  be noted  that  governmerxts

are responsible  for  the accepted  recommendations,  and Iran  accepted  about  65

percent  of  the re'commendations  in the two  previous  cycles  of  its UPRs,  which  is

one of  the hig}'iest  rates of  acceptance  and cooperation  in the PPR system.  Jt should

be noted  that  some countries,  becausc  of  political  considerations,  make  improper

recoininendations  or ixiappropyiate  literature  that are not acceptable.  In addition,

UPR  is not  a mechanism  for  verifying  unacceptable  allegations,  and therefore  the

allegations  made  by  the source  iti  paragraph  24 are principally  false,

"  As mentioned  above,  the igsue of  dealing  with  Baha'i  crintes  does not  cover  the

offenses  mentioned  in this communication,  and it has been found  out that, for

iristance,  between  January  2016 and August 2017, a number of  Baha'i  citizens were

arrested and prosecuted  on charges  sucli  as the issuance  of  fake bank  checks,
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betrayal  of  trust, seizure of  drugs, smuggling,  acts contrary  to public  chastity  and

etc, after issuance of  legal indictments.  In several cases also BaM'i  citizens  have

complained  against  each other  for  committing  various  offenses.  During  'the period,

two cases of  child  abduction  and one case of  assassination  against  BahA'is were

re,ported for which  transpa'rent  legal  proceedings  were conducted,  similar  to any

other case. The'kidnapers  wcre. arresied  and the jnassive  money  was  returned,  qd

in the case of  murderers,  the court  issued a verdict.  Therefore,  it is unacceptable  to

label  legal punishment  of  some Baha'is  for the offenses  they  have committed  as

systematic  abuses against  them.

- Unfortunately,  the outspoken  and extreme  support  for the Baha'is  of  Iran, which

have been raised by some "vVestem governments  with  politjcal  motives  and, in

some cases, by repeated  statements  of  some 'intematio'nal  institutions,  has led to the

abuse of  the situation  by some Baha'is. For example,.,Mffi'.

§has  requested her family  relatives  in Iran to make a fake judicial

indictment  on  the issuance of  execution  sentence for a}ieged apostasy  so that she

can use the fake document  in the UN  office  in Turkey  to apply  for  asylum.  (The

fake dossier  is attached.)

Here, while  providing  adequate  information  about  the Baha'is,  all tlxe allegations  in

the communication  are also replied,  and baseiessness of  the allegations  is proved.

Therefore,  it is necessary  for  the  Working  Group  to  seriously  take into

consideration  the provided  replies  in issuing  the upcoming  opinion  and clear the

case.

A. The  General  Coxidition  of  Baha'is  in }ran:

Along  with  religious  minorities,  citizens' tights  are fully  observed in

connection  with  sects, including  the Baha'is. Conside'ring  that Isl=ffflc  religious
teachings  have strictly  forbidden  investigation  on beliefs  of  peopl6,  under'Article

23'of  the Constitution  of  the ?slamic Republic  of  Iran, "Investigation  into one's

ideas is forbidden.  No one can be subjected  to questioning  and aggression  for

merely  holding  an opinion".  So, despite  numerous  political  and media  campaigns,

especially  from  representatives  ofthe  Baha'is,  no one has been sued or arrested  and

imprisoped  for following  a.paiticuiar  belief.  It should  be noted  that the repetition

of  unfounded  allegations  cannot  be a reason for their  acceptance.  Based oix the
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information provided  below,  the BaM'is  in Iran  have civil  rights  and liave  many

educational,  health, educational  and economic  facilities.  Despite  their  small

populaiion,  BahA'is  have large economic  institutions.  They  are also active  in

import-export  transactions  and they  do not  have  a poor  community  among  them.

B. the  BaM'f  Economic,  Social,  and  Cultural  Sihiation:

Based  on the laws  and policies  of  the Islamic  Republic  of  Iran, al.l Baha'i

people  enjoy  the rights  of  citizenship  and therefore  have a desirable  relative

situation  in cultural,  economic.  and social  issues. Bah.4'is  in Imn  owe  their  success

in economic  activities  to the facilities  that they receive  from government

institutions,  especially  banks  and nnnistries  of  industry,  mining  and commerce,

agricultural  Jiliad,  as well  as the Ministiy  of  Labour  and social  welfare.  The

Islamic  Rcpublic  of  Iran  has committed  itself  to the justice  Of the judiciary  and to

i=aiiitaiiiidg  air 'thea standards  of  citizenship  of  the members  of  this  sect in judicial.

COURTS.

Despite  their  small  population,  Baha'is  are very  active  irx the economic

fields,  sucli  as production,  trade  at"id services.  They  are also active  in various  skills,

including  glasses,  cooling  and  heatiiig  equipment,  elevators,  engineering,

construction,  agricultural  and animal  husbandry  companies,  cosmetics  and etc.

They  are often  contractors  with  government  agencies  and even  in some areas, the

Govertitnent  has been the main  customer  of  some products  of  companies  and

factories  of  Baha'is;  while  the initial  capital  for formation  of  some of  those

companies  and factories  and their  continued  activity  has been provided  with

considerable  banking,  facilities.

In this connection  and as an example,  we can mention  the companies  of

different  Iranian  State and piivate  mass media.  BaM'is  have  enjoy  trade  facilities

provided  to 'Trade  Card'  holders  for  business  operations.  They  are also enougb

wealthy  to send annual  financial  donations  to Baha'is  in other  countries,  including

in Afraica, In addition,  the general  economic  status of  Baha'is  in Iran  'is in such a

way  that, with  the consideration  of  receiving  cash subsidies  (similar  to all  eligible

'franian  nationals),  there  is almost  no poor  person  among  them,  and every  one of
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them enjoys a relative  welfare.  As for  the employment  of  Baha'is  in government
institutions,  the ban on work  in government  centers is aimed at the Baha'is  who
are involved  with  the above-mentioned  outlawed  Baha'i  organization  Therefore,
anyone  who is not a member  of  the Baha'i  dissolved  outlawed  Baha'i  organization
is eligible  for  govemrnental  employment  and there is no proliibition.  As many of
them  are working  presentlyin  governmental  institutions.

C. Baha'i  cultural  and  religious  facilities:

Ba}t;t'is in Iran enjoy cultura]. facilities and perform  theij.ceremonies and
conduct sectarian"iducationa for their  'children  from the age -of 4 'in their
kindergaffens  and attend all level,;  of  eauc'at'ion a't various  Iranian';d:xcational
institutes.  All  Bah,a'is can freely  perform  their  personal  ceremonies,  as weli  as  thcir
congregational  rituals  every.  19 days collectively  in  local'  gatherings  called
'Ziyafat'  (Banquet)  in all' Iraniaii  cities  where  there are even few local  Baha'is.  hi
addition',  cultural  products  of  tJiis sect are also put on sale in different  Baha'i  sites,
The Bahh'is  also have several special  cemeteries  in different  parts of  the country
(while  in many  European  countries,  minorities  with  apopulation  of  several  million
have to 'bu:i'y bodies  of  their  dead in the corners  of Christian  cemeteries  and the

a dead must  be buried  in the coffiri  according  to Christian  rituals).

D. SOcial status  of  the Baha'is:

Although  there is a small BahA'f community  in Iran, there is no limits
iniposed  on them to be engaged in important  medical  spheres such as being a
physician,  establish  a pharmacy,  employment  in medical  centers or lecturing  in
universities.  Also  a number  of  Baha'is  are employed  in medical  centers,  and :Baha'i
doctors,  similar  to other  Iranian  eligible  individuals  have set up medical  clinics,
laboratories  and pharmacies  in various  cities with  pertnits  obtained  from  the
Ministry;  of  Health  and medical  Education.

E. BahaTs  educational  facilities:

Accorcling  to Paragraph  3 of Article  of  the Constitution,  education  and
physical  education  are free of  charge  for  all people,  at all levels', and it is a duty
upon the Statc. Baha'is  also erijoy  this constitutional  right.  As stated above, their
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special sect teachings  also begin  from  kindergarten  level. The Higher  Education

Institutions  of  the Islamic  Republic  of  Iran, regardless  of  individuals'  religion  or

religious  inclinations  should enroll  all Iranian  nationals  in accordance  with  fhe law

and regulations.  According  to Iranian  law, no one has the right  to search and

investigatc  private  status and belief  of  people.

Students  and  Baha'i  graduates:  Due to the Jack of  religious  auctiting  in  the

IsLamic Republic  of  Iran, there are no, accurate data on graduate  Baha'is and

university  shidents in the country,'and  they are a a such as

Ms.

§Pres,ence  of  dozens of  Baha'is  in Iranian  universities  at all higher  levels

(undergraduate,  postgraduate,  and doctoral)  confirms the fact that peop.ie are not

treated  on the basis of  one single  belief.  It is also worth  mentioning  that presence

of even one Baha'i in Iran's educational  institutions  violates  all the false

allegations.

As for the scientific  corttents presented  in the mass media's historical

programs, one should note that liistorical facts cannot be chanted  in light of

tendencies  of  sects and individuals.  The raised allegation  is like excluding  the

name of  Hitler  and his party,  as the carise of  the beginning  of  the World  War, in

order to prevent  insulting  Nazis  in historical  books.  What  has been presented  in

'!raxx's media  programs  is based on viewpoints  of  historians  arid scholars and are

free of abusive words and they contain completely  historical  and scientific

materials.

Examination  of  }iistorical  events and documents  is one of  the tools  of  freedom  of

expression,  and the expression  of  criticism  of  ideas catx not be in  violation  of  tlie

international  standards  of freedo.m  of expression,  especially  when  it  lacks

defamatory  words.  According  to the records  of  the centtu'y-old  collaboration  of  the

Batxa'i sect with the tyrannical  regime of Shah and his intelligence  service

(SAVAK),  the expression  of  history  cannot  be limited.  In addition,  official  cemers

pave always  tied  to criticize  the historical  past or a diversion  of  tliought  and

individuals  to be excluded.  On the other hand, responsibility  of  expression  of

viewpoints  by  non-government  individuals  remains  :th  them. Parliamentarians,  in

patticular,  have broad  rights  to comment  on issues in the country.
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F. Sectarian  structure  of  Baha'i  members  in Iran:

According  to Article  19 of  the constitution  of  the Islamic  Republic  of  Iran
"The  people  of  Iran  enjoy  equal rights,  regardless  of  the tribe  or etbnic  group  to
which  they belong.  Color,  race, language,  and other  such considerations  shall not
be groinds  for special  privileges".  In addition,  Article  20 of  the Constitution
stipulates  that "Members  of the nati'on, whether  man or y':oman,  are equally
protected  by the law. They  enjoy  all the human,  political,  economic,  social, and
cultural  rights  that  are in compliance  with  the Islamic  ciite6a".

On the basis of  Articles  12 and 13 the constitution  of  the Islamic  Republic  of
Iran, the official  religioii  of  the country  is Islam  and Zoroastrian,  Jewish, and
Christian  Iranians  are recognized  as the oniy  religious  minorities  who,  in law, are
free to perform  their  ceremonies  in  the Umit of  law;  and in their.personaJ  status and'
religious  teachings,  they  can act in accordance  with  their  own  rituals.

Along  with  the religious  minorities,  the rights  of  the followers  of sects,
including  the Baha'is,  are observed.  Obviously,  observance  of  the citizenship  rights
of  individuals  is subject  to the Mfillment  of  legal  duties of  each indiv.idual  m the '
community.  Because  the validity  of  each right  depends on fulfillment  of  a pairing
responsibility;  and t's  legal principle,  namely,  the relation  between  rights  and
responsibilities  exists  in most  recognized  legal  systems,

Consideig  that Islarnic  teadiings  slrictly  forbid  investigation  of beliefs
and  Article  23 of  the Constiffition  of  the Islamic  Republic  of  Iran  stipulates  that "
Investigation  into one's ideas is forbidden  and no one can be subjected to
questioning and ag@ressioii' for merely holding an opinion" rie*ertheless, despite
numerous  political  and media  campaigns,  especially  by Baha'i  representatives,  n6
one is convicied,  imprisoned,  or expelled  from  the university  for holding  of  a
pa:iticular  belief.

The illegal  political  organization  of  the BalxA'is is governed  by a secularist
dynastic  stn'icture. The centrality  of  this organization  is based in the Occupied
Palestinian  Tetaritory  and there are two lower  leveis,  named the two  main  pillars  of
the "Continental  Adviseas"  and "International  Society".  Those two pillars  have
establiffied  veiy  close relation  with  lower  pillars,  such as 'tran's Fello;vs"  (Yarane
:[ran). There are further  eight  delegations  aiid national-provincial  in:terfaces under
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the auspices of  Iran's Fellows.  Each of  the eight delegations lias direct  influence  on
student-affiliated  organizations.  Those  students  are also governed by  the
instntctions  of the Bahai authorities,  and munici'pal.  authorities,  under the
instmctions  of  the provincial  authorities  and provincial  authorities, are, i:n him,
rinder  tli6  control of tlie  national-provincial  interfaces;  where  some of tlie
educational-related  hierarchical  orders are in conflict  with  their  citizenship  rights.

,,,,,,,,,,,,IJnfortunately, in the organ:ization  of  the Baha'i sect, it is a common  practice  "
to inspect and impose  a belief. If  a BahA'i person chooses Lilamic  cducation  as a
unit  in  his/her  education, he/she would  be under organizational  pressure and should
make a choice between continuing  education or deprivation  of his sectarian
privileges  in  Baha'ism.

On the other side, it should  be noted that Article  18,. paragraph 3, of the
International  Covenant  on Civil  and Political  Rights,  reads as follows:  "Freedom  of
expression of  religion  or beliefs' cannot  be subject to limitations  except as provided
for exclusively  by law and for protection  of  security,  order, health  or general ethics
or the rights and fundamental  freedoms of others"; and also in accordance with
Article  19 of  the Covenaxit, freedom  of  opinion  and expression are conditional  on
respect  for the rights or digiity  of  others, as well  as the maintenance of public
order  or  security  or  publi.c moral.s

Despite the official  announcement  on the dissolution  of  the illegal  Baha'i
institution  by the judicial  authorities,  some Baha'is are still active under the
influence  of  organization,  aixd t}iey carry out propaganda and inciting  activities  in
Irari,  including  in universities,  which  is contrary  to the rules of  the country.

G. International  Documentation  to Confirm  the Suitable  Econontie  Status  of
Baha'is  in Iran

As tnentioned  earlier  above, the economic  situation  of  Baha'is  is in complete
contradiction  with  the allegations,  and in addition  to official  reports, some of  the
relevant  international  bodies have also confirmed  their  status, including  a report  by
the Committee  on the Implementation  of the Standards of  the Ninety-seventh
fnternationa'l Conference of ILO (page 90, the record of the Committee's
negotiations,  19, Part II / 90). The visit  was organized  by the ILO to address the
statits of  workers'  salaries and they visited  the headquarters of  one of  the industtial

ICI
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units managed by a Baha'i  person. The situation  by itself  contradicted  all
allegations  on violation  of Baha'is  rights.  (The  ILO  techrffcal  assistance  n'iission  in
2007 }iad an opportunity  to meet a member  of  the Baha'i  cornmtu'iity  who was a
successful  businessperson  in the high-tech  sector. Many  of  the circulars  regarding
the Baha'I  that had been mentioned  were fabrications;  others  had b,een repealed.)

In view  of  its resolute  determination  to exercise  the legal  mid human  rights
of all people, especially  in the strict implementation  of  the provisions  of  the
obligations  under  the Convention  111, the Government  has taken steps, with  the
help of  the experts of  tlie Tripartite  Forces, to identify  the legal barriers  of  the
measures  envisaged  for  tlie  reform  and guarantee  of  tlieir  implemeritation.

The following  replies are presented  with  the relevarit  doeiments,  against  the

allegations  made in the May  29th  Opjnion  of  the 'Working  Group.  (it should  be
noticed  that the atiti-security  measures taken by some BahA':is, contained  in this
communication,  and in observance  of  their  privacy riglits,  it is not possible  to
provide  complete  file  of  information.  Also,  within  the framework  of  Human  Rights
Council  resolution  38/36 on the subject of  the work  of  the Working  Group on
Arbitrary  Detention,  attempts  have been made to provide  short  answers  in order  to
comply  with  the 20-page  limit  for  replying.

Reply  to paragraphs  1 to 3:

Failure  to comply  with  the jiidicial  cases of  the individuals  mentioned  in tl-iis
communication  with  cases tl'iat are considered  arbitrary  according  to the Working
Group's  methods of work,  especially  categories  2, 3 and 5, are detailed  in the
introduction  to the current  ariswer.  Therefore,  drie to the limitation  of  the pages of
the reply,  it is avoided  to be repeated.

Reply  to paragraphs  4 and  5:

As mentioned  in  the introdffiction,  in addition  to the illegality  of  the meetings
held by Baba'is, the issue of association  with  the illegal  Baha'i Coznunity,
centered in the hostile  regime  of  Israel,. was also taken into acc6unt and the

SeCuritY aspect Of tileir  aCti'VitieS WAS pllt intO inVeS'tigatiOn0 Subseqriently>  the
judicial  authority,  by reviesving  the obtained  information,  summoned  and in some
cases  inspected  the relevant  sites. Since the possibility  of cooperating  with  the
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illegal  organization  was almost  certain,  the investigator  canied  out interrogation
proceeding  in accordance  with  the note of  Article  128 of  the Criminal  Procedure
Code at the time of  processing  the case. All  defendants  erijoyed  the right  to legal
counsel afier  completion  of  the investigation  phase, which  will  be referred  to in the
sections below.  Thus, they have had acccss  to lawyers  and 16gal counsel  at all
stages, and consequently  the allegations  made by the source are counterproductive
and should not be the basis of  the work group's  Opiriion.  Also, according  to
research, the allegations  of  misc6nduct  and torture  were found  to be completely
bas'eless, and this allegation  was not reflected  in the defenses of  t'he individuals
mentioned  in these Paragraphs.

All  of  those 18 individuals  made appeals after  receiving  the first  sentences.
It should  be noted  that  irx spite of  the existence  of  a private  plaintiff  and numerous
violations  of  law, they  were dealt ori the basis of  Islamic  affection  in general.  The
Court  of  Appeal,  by carefully  hearing  the defense and assuming  that the named
persons had not  had any criminal  backgrotind,  issued leniency  lawsuits  against  the
lower  court  They  were treated  and prosecuted  through  normal  proceedings,  similar
to any other  Iranian  citizen  on the basis of  Article  134 of  the Penal Code and only
thc one of  the severest  ptinishments  was' enforced  (otlier  punisbinent  were waived)
and the Court  of  Appeal,  despite  the fact that the association  of  the BaM'fs  with  the
hostile  states was certain,  and despite the fact that  the crime  was cornmitted  (but
not by every  single  one of  them),  ignored  the fact and upon enforcement  of  a part
of  their  punishmerit,  with  the exception  of  two  people  who had received  more
seriotis sentences, they were released after a completion  of short period  of
impnsonment,

Reply  to paragraphs  6, 7 and  8:

Unfortrinately,  the source has made incorrect  judgments,  incluffing  the
summoningofMs,

 whowere
amongtheaccusedo  egalactivityinattractingchildrenundertheageofl8.Due
to the sihiation  in the region  and the presence of  Sunni and Shia people iri the
region as well  as the social sensitivities,  'the investigator  issued an inspection
permit  of  their  houses and, given  the probability  of  9ecurity  offenses,  some of  the
suspicious  goods were also seized in accordance  with  Article  147 of  the Criminal
Procedure  Code, It should  be reiterated  that contrary  to the allegations  made in
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paragraphs 7 and 8, Ms. ere released  upoix lodging
of the bail and completion  of  primary  initial  investigation.  Any  allegation  on  their
persecution  was investigated  to be fabrication  of  lies

Reply  to paragraph  9:

The reply  to the allegation  of  the lack of  access to a lawyer  was provided
above. Also,  the allegation  on limited  one time access to  lawyer  is absolutely
baseless. During  the period  of  release and until  the final  verdict  to be issued and
enforcement of  the judgment,  all defendants  enioy  their  right  of  access to defence
laivyer.  It should  also be noted  that based on available  documentation,  at tl'ie time
of summoning,  the family  and their lawyers  (Mr.

issued judicial  order. They  had also access to telephone  to
(The flle  has been attacl';ied).

were infomed  of  the

coti'iact'their  families.

Reply  to paragraph  10:

In the judicial  system of  the Islamic  Republic  of  Iran, it i's anticipated  that
comIjlaints  and violations of citizens)'iiy rights could  be filed through  the "Board  of
Supervision  and Tnspection on the citizenship  rights"  of each province,  in
accordance  with  paragrapli  15 of  the Law  on "Respect  to the Right  to  Freedom  and
the Protection  of  Citizenship  Rights  and its Implementing  Directives",  In the case
refened  to in paragraph  10, since a complaint  had been sent to the Prosecutor's
Office  of  Gorgari  Province,  'the letter  of  authority  was communicated  in writing  
and subsequently  upon  submission  of  documetts  and films  related  to inter'rogation  '
hearings, the complaint  was'  found  to be unsubstantiated  and therefore  it was
rejected.  In the same venue, allegations  of  pressure on plaintiffs  through  reprisals
measures are also void  and unfounded.

Reply  to paragraph  11:

As stated in reply  to Para 9, all those individuals  had access to lawyers,  The
source's allegation  of  tbreats against  tlieir  lawyers  is also groundless  and false.
According  tO the available.information  and as stated for Para 9, the lawyers  of


