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The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations Office and
other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, and with reference to the communication number UA
IRN 22/2017 dated 9 August and Ref/CRC dated 14 August 2017, has the honor to submit hercwith

the reply of the LR. Iran with regard to Mr. SR case.

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran avails itself of this opportunity to
renew to the Office of the United Na‘uons High Commissioner for Human Rights, the assurances of its
highest consideration,
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The. foilowing response hes been provided by the High C@umxl foxﬂuman Rights of the
Judiciary of the Islamic Republic of Tran on the case of Mr ]

“With regard to execution: of court rulings for affende:;a of under 18 years of
age, it should be noted that on the basis of Islamic and human considerations,
the Islamic Republic of Iran has implemented various flgxibilities including the
need to examing their cases in s‘pecial courts as well as: the use of alternative,
minimum and light punishments. Only on murder cabes, adult offenders of
undet18 years of age are tried in first provineial criminal courts, in the presence
of three judges. Based on Islamic law and Sharia, pumshment for murder is
Qisas (retaliation. in kind). The government's duty is only to investgate and
pmve the mtentmnahty of murder and execution of the court ruling.ie. Qisas,
is possible only at the request of the owners of blood.

Acmrdmg‘ to the existing practice, even after finalization and approval of
courts’ decisions by the Supreme Court, extensive effurts are made by the
Reconciliation Comimission ro gain the congent of the victin's legal guardians
and further change of Qisas to Diyya {financial compensation); and as a resuls,
in recent years a considerable aymber of individuals have escaped the death
penalty. Iran's principled policy, in this regard, is 1o encourage compromise
even by providing cash agsistance for Diyya payment (financial compensation)
and this is the prevailing trend and the main way to deal with this cavegary of
offences, | ;
Within the Judiciary, a new task force tiled "preventing the punishment of
deprivation of life" is already established. The Working Group i under the
Executive Committee of the Rights of Children and Adolescents in Tehran
province Deparitinent of Justive, which is now extended to sll provinces of the
country, The purpose of thie WG is to create peace and non-execution, Even
during proceedings, this group tries to establish reconciliation and gain consent
of the vietims' legal guardians, Members of the Task Force include; & national
body representarive of children’s tights, & psycholegist from the Cotrection and
Rehabilitation Center, a social worker from the Correction and Rehabilitation
Center, directer of Correction and Rehabifitation Center, a lawyer active in
children and adolescents: affairs, Secretary of the Executive Committee of
protecting the rights of children and adolescents and the person in charge
financial support. Cithier members of the- commirtee, including artists, members
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of NGOs, professionals on children's affairs and donors are tovited as guests of
honor,

Pursuant io Articles 88 and 89 of the Islamic Penal Code, fnr cximinal penaltma
(under execution) who took offense at the age of 9 to 15 years old, the court
has anticipated one of the five leniency decisions provided for-in. Asticle 88 and
practically punishments have become 2 security and corrective measures and in
Axticle 89 of the criminal penalties for persons between 15 to 18 years (under
execution) have changed to a less severe punishment such as keeping in a
juvenile institution or in jail or pay a fine. Even under article 91 of the law “in
crimes punishable by Hadd or Qisas, if mature people under eighteen years of
age.do not understand the nature and essence of the ctime they commitred or
if there are doubts on maturity of their inteilect, they will be sentenced o
varigus punishments predicted in this chapter”. These measures ate new
developments in the judicial system of Iran to comply with the meximum
compassion and filfillment of justice for offenders under 18 years, which also
considers higher interests and special requivements in various séctors and
customs of different ethnic groups.

Case of Mr. (NI

A few points should be t:aken into consideration in conpection with thie case of

Mr. S

LAccording 1o the content of the dossier of Mr. (B, he carried & deadly

instrument{kuife)for commiiting the crime. He forces his victim, SED
to a rémote place out of the main road where a few water wells

existed. Then, threatening his vietim with the knife, he rupes and kills Me,

S To make sure of the victim’s death, he fiurther suffocates the victm

with a piece of rope and «rops him into ozie of fhe wells.

2.0n the basis of investigations, the verdicts issued by the pepal courr of Fars

Province and Branch 11 of the Supreme Court; have been based on the existing

evidences and the acquisition of legal proofs by the jisdges of the case,

3. According to the medical view issued by the Forensic and on the basis of the

anticipation made in Article 91 of the Islamie Penal Code, My, W was in 2

quite healthy condition and he was fully aware.and knowledge of the nature of

the crime and its legal and pusitive consequences. On the basis of these

evidences the }udgeJ issued the verdict of Qisas.
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4.From the time of the commitment of the crime and in the course of the case
investigation and steps of the due process of law, the owners of the blood
repeatedly complained about prolangstion of the proceedings and requested its
expediting for execution of Qjsas. . ;
5.Upon continvation of the request by owners of the blood for Qjsas, the case
was again reviewed in the Office of the Deputy Head of the Judiciary for
Judicial Affairs and further re-examined by their fudges and eounselors, Finally,
all earlier rulings were found as being ip contipliance with rule of law and then
the file was sent to the Head of the Judiclacy and it received confirmation for
execition of Qisps,

6.Considering sensitivities on the case from different agpects, and for firther
coordination and prevention of any abuse of the media atmosphere against the
country, the case was again examined by other section of the Judiciary,
including the First Deputy Head of the Jadiciary; and the stated that there were
no legal harriery.

7.8everal meetings were held for reconciliation and comproniise; meeting of
reconciliation council, cinema and television artists, well-wishers, ambassadors
of conciliation and peace, Head of Genera Department of Justice, Shiraz
Prosecutor and many other individuals from public and private secrors with the
family of the victim had no resulis and they insisted on execution of Qisas,
8.The defendant had at least two Jawyers from the beginning of the proceedings
and all his defénce was heard by the relevant coutts, observiing the due rule of
law 2nd in compliance with civil rights of the defendant. At the time of
execution of Qjsas he was 21 years gld,

9. While in prison, he had access to «ll facilities and possibilities, inecluding
medical and eultural services, wegkly meetings; and even several NGO had
meetings with hinm ' '

10.Despite certainty of the court ruling and exhaustion of proceedings, the
execution was repeatedly postponed for obtaining consent of the owners of the
blood,

1}.Any allegation on application of torture or pressure for obtiining confession
is categorically baseless and such an issue was not even raised by the defendant
in bis several meetings, :
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