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 The Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the United Nations Office and 

Other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the United Nations 

High Commissioner for Human Rights and, with reference to letter UA RUS 5/2017 of 31 

August 2017 from the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, the Special Rapporteur on 

the situation of human rights defenders, the Special Rapporteur on the human rights of 

migrants, the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading 

treatment or punishment and the Independent Expert on protection against violence and 

discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity, has the honour to draw 

attention to the following. 

 The Russian Federation does not intend to respond to individual or joint submissions 

from the special procedures of the Human Rights Council when the author or co-author is 

the Independent Expert on protection against violence and discrimination based on sexual 

orientation and gender identity. 

 We wish to recall that, at the Council’s thirty-second session, Russia formally stated 

that it would not recognize the mandate of or cooperate with this special procedures 

mechanism. 

 As regards the supposed obligation of Russia to respond to this communication, and 

should a similar appeal from the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention be submitted 

separately, we would point out that neither the resolutions establishing the special 

procedures nor their own methods of work, which have not been through intergovernmental 

negotiations, are legally binding on States, and they clearly lie outside the scope of the 

mandate. 

 The Permanent Mission takes this opportunity to convey to the Office of the High 

Commissioner the renewed assurances of its highest consideration. 

Geneva, 2 October 2017 
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