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  (Translated from Arabic) 

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain to the United Nations Office at 

Geneva 

Reply to the joint urgent appeal, reference number UA BHR 10/2017, dated 18 August 

2017, concerning allegations by the State of Qatar of human rights violations 

committed against Qatari migrants in the Kingdom of Bahrain and against Bahraini 

migrants in the State of Qatar as a result of the decision of the Government of the 

Kingdom of Bahrain to sever ties with the State of Qatar, particularly their right to 

movement and residence, family unity, education, freedom of opinion and expression, 

health and the right to property, without discrimination 

 The Ministry wishes to provide the following information: 

• The Kingdom of Bahrain reaffirms its commitment to comply with all international 

treaties, especially those concerning human rights, because of the importance it 

attaches to the protection and promotion of human rights. Furthermore, the Kingdom 

treats all persons resident in its territory decently and without any form of 

discrimination, in line with international legal norms, its Constitution and national 

legislation, which criminalizes all infringements of rights and freedoms and 

promotes the dignity of both citizens and residents. 

• It should be noted that citizens of the Gulf countries are treated as citizens in 

member States of the Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf, in 

accordance with the Charter of the Cooperation Council and the Gulf Common 

Market Agreement announced in December 2007. 

• The four states adopted the severance measures in order to protect their security and 

stability and the security of the people of Qatar from extremists. They were adopted 

in response to Qatar’s failure to comply with the Riyadh Agreement of 2013 and the 

Supplementary Agreement of 2014, and the four States confined the measures to the 

diplomatic, legal and economic fields. The States that have severed ties demand that 

the State of Qatar comply with these agreements and with the outcome of the Arab-

Islamic-American Summit held in Riyadh in May 2017, which focused on the need 

for solidarity on the part of the international community in combating extremism 

and terrorism and their funding sources. 

• The Kingdom of Bahrain also wishes to reaffirm that the Qatari people remain an 

integral part of the Gulf and Arab peoples, and that the actions taken by the four 

States are directed at the Qatari leadership in order to persuade it to rectify its 

behaviour, to halt its support for terrorism, its inflammatory propaganda campaigns 

and hate speech, its failure to cooperate and its conspiracy with hostile countries. It 

should undertake instead to combat extremism and terrorism in all its forms and to 

prevent funding of such conduct and the provision of safe havens in its territory. 

Such acts could lead to the disintegration of the Cooperation Council system, 

undermine Arab and international security, and threaten security and stability in the 

Arab Gulf, the Middle East and the world as a whole. 

 With regard to the Qatari allegations against the Kingdom of Bahrain, we wish to 

draw attention to the following points: 

Allegations that citizens of the State of Qatar have been deprived of their right to 

health care: 

 The Kingdom of Bahrain affirms that no Qatari citizens or residents and no visitors 

of any other nationality have been deprived of the right to health care, to appropriate 

treatment for their illness, to the necessary examinations and medication, to surgical 

procedures if required by the patient, or to any other medical procedures. 
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 According to data from the Ministry of Health of the Kingdom of Bahrain, a total of 

191 patients of Qatari nationality visited the health-care centres during the months of June 

and July 2017, and a total of 1,069 patients visited them during the period from January to 

July 2017, as shown in table A attached to this reply. 

 The following table shows that a total of 70 citizens of the State of Qatar visited 

Salmaniya Hospital as inpatients or outpatients in recent months: 

  Visits by Qatari patients to Salmaniya Medical Complex (February to August 2017) 

Month Outpatient Inpatient Emergency 

February 4 2 7 

March 4 0 15 

April 0 1 10 

May 1 0 8 

June 0 0 2 

July 3 0 5 

August 3 0 5 

Total 15 3 52 

Allegations that the States that severed ties imposed a “blockade” on the State of 

Qatar that had an impact on families of mixed citizenship and on the investments of 

Qatari citizens in the Kingdom of Bahrain: 

 The measures taken by the four States were confined to the diplomatic, legal and 

economic fields. They are based on sovereignty and do not constitute a blockade, since the 

ports, airports, airspace and marine areas within the sovereign frontiers of the State of Qatar 

are open and have not been affected by the severance.  

 There is a vast difference between a blockade and a severance of ties. The Qatari 

Minister of Foreign Affairs has confirmed that goods and materials reach Qatar through the 

open seaports and regional airspace, thereby contradicting the allegations of a blockade on 

the State of Qatar.  

 The decisions taken are based on sovereignty and are in conformity with 

international law and applicable diplomatic norms. They are also consistent with the rules 

of the World Trade Organization (WTO), which legally permit member States to take 

action against any State that threatens their security and stability. They constitute a 

sovereign right in line with article XXI of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, 

which states that the Agreement permits contracting parties to taking any action that they 

consider necessary for the protection of their national security interests in the event of an 

emergency in international relations. Furthermore, article XIV of the General Agreement on 

Trade in Services and article 73 of the Agreement on Trade-related Aspects of Intellectual 

Property Rights, which were concluded by the WTO member States, guarantee the 

sovereign right of States to take any action they consider necessary to protect their national 

security and stability from any risks to which they may be exposed. 

Action to address humanitarian cases involving mixed Bahraini and Qatari families: 

 The King of the Kingdom of Bahrain, His Royal Highness King Hamad bin Isa Al 

Khalifa, issued a Royal Decree concerning humanitarian cases involving mixed Bahraini 

and Qatari families in recognition of the fraternal Qatari people, who represent a natural 

and authentic extension of their brothers in the Kingdom of Bahrain. The Ministry of the 

Interior has launched hotline No. 0097317399821 to receive details of such cases and to 

take appropriate action.  

 According to the statistics, there are 1,997 citizens of the State of Qatar in the 

Kingdom of Bahrain, 1,638 of whom have registered addresses in the Kingdom. 

Furthermore, 34 are listed in the commercial register of the Kingdom of Bahrain, which 
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demonstrates that Qatari citizens are living normally in the Kingdom, that their investments 

have not been compromised, and that they are operating freely and without interference.  

 A total of 1,247 citizens of the State of Qatar left the Kingdom of Bahrain between 6 

June 2017 and 27 August 2017. The names of 546 Qatari travellers who were permitted to 

enter the Kingdom of Bahrain through Bahrain International Airport were recorded in 

humanitarian casefiles. In addition, the names of 76 Qatari travellers who were permitted to 

enter the Kingdom of Bahrain through King Fahd Causeway were recorded in humanitarian 

casefiles. 

 With regard to Bahraini citizens, a total of 981 arrived from Qatar during the above-

mentioned period. The names of 516 Bahrain citizens who were permitted to travel to the 

State of Qatar through Bahrain International Airport were recorded in humanitarian 

casefiles.  

 The following table shows that a total of 4,142 requests were received during the 

period from 11 June to 27 August 2017: 

Statistics concerning humanitarian cases during the period from 11 June 2017 to 27 

August 2017 

  Number of requests by type and nationality 

Details Death Marriage Relatives Employment Treatment Studies Other Total 

Bahraini 

departure 194 332 983 363 92 16 152 2 132 

Bahraini entry 2 284 325 215 15 2 10 853 

Qatari departure 5 39 46 - - - - 90 

Qatari entry 37 71 834 3 76 2 44 1 067 

Total 238 726 2 188 581 183 20 206 4 142 

Qatari allegations to the effect that the Kingdom of Bahrain has imposed restrictions 

on freedom of opinion and expression: 

 Freedom of opinion and expression is guaranteed by the Constitution and national 

legislation and in all the media without any restrictions other than those stemming from the 

professional and ethical rules enshrined in the Constitution, the law, and local and 

international instruments applicable to the press and the media, which prohibit incitement to 

sectarianism or to religious, racial or denominational hatred, or rhetoric that threatens 

national security and public order, infringes the rights, reputation and dignity of others, or 

violates public morals or human rights principles. The competent authorities in Bahrain 

have not taken criminal action against any natural or legal person for engaging in political, 

rights-related or social activities. As criminal liability is determined in accordance with the 

law, nobody is charged unless there is clear evidence that he has committed an offence 

defined by law. 

Qatari allegations to the effect that the Kingdom of Bahrain has prevented Qatari 

students from taking their examinations and has compelled them to leave the country: 

• The Kingdom of Bahrain affirms that it has not prevented any students of Qatari 

nationality from completing their examinations. According to the statistics, 38 pupils 

were enrolled in primary schools in the Kingdom of Bahrain; 13 students were 

enrolled in preparatory schools; 12 were enrolled in secondary schools; and 64 were 

enrolled in the universities of the Kingdom of Bahrain.  

 It is clear from the foregoing that the allegations and claims contained in the urgent 

appeal are unfounded. 
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The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain to United Nations Office and 
other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to 
the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), 
and would like to refer to the joint urgent appeal, UA BHR10/2017, dated 
18th August 2017, sent by the the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and 
protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression; the Special 
Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health; the Special Rapporteur on the human 
rights of migrants; the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, 
racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance; the Special Rapporteur 
on the promotion and protection of human rights while countering terrorism; 
and the Special Rapporteur on the right of education, on the mformation 
received concerning the adverse situation and the violations of human rights of 
Qatari migrants as a result of the Kingdom of Bahrain government's decision to 
suspend ties with the state of Qatar, particularly their right to movement and 
residence, family unity, education, work, freedom of opmion and expression, 
health and the right to property, without discrimination on any basis. 

In this regard, the Mission has the honour to enclose herewith the reply of the 
Government of the Kingdom of Bahrain on the aforementioned joint urgent 
appeal, in Arabic language. 

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain avails itself of this 
opportunity to renew to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
the assurance of its highest consideration. 

Ms. Karim Ghezraoui 
Officer in-charge, 
Special Procedures Branch, 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Palais Wilson 
Rue des Paquis 52 
1201 Geneve 	 OHCHR REGISTRY 

Fax: +41 229179006/9179008 	
20 SEP 2017 

Recipients . .... ~.elg ....................... 
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Qatari Patients Visits to SMC (Feb-Aug 2017) 

Month OPD In-Patient Emergency 

February 4 2 7 

March 4 0 15 

April 0 1 10 

May 1 0 8 

June 0 0 2 

July 3 0 5 

August 3 0 5 

TOTAL ' 	15  

Mission Permanente du Royaume du BahreIn auprès de I'Office des Nations Unies GenèveNienne: C.P. 39,1292 Chambésy Genève, Suisse 
Tel: (+41) 22 758 96 40, Fax: (+41) 22 758 96 50 - E-mail: geneva.mission@mofa.gov.bh  



~JJM t2i 	",L" MLU J 	1U 11 

	

:J1 i~.L4 j 	uiIj.J 

J&ë 	 4J.3W 9 ~aji 	 51 j1 Ji (J3I J 	41 	- 

- 	 'J_J 	t.4:bUa3 	ti 	 tLt3 

	

.4614i 	4., 3 job Lqa2.4 

LJ 	U 

gi 	1:4 LyaiL4 tay 	J&4 J2 JJIii)1 	 ii 	U >aLi J 
:t49 ) 

t: 4Ji L1 JiJ J1r-U IJiI 	 1iJl k.1âia 

J )1L! aALJ iU1 &4 (21) 1U 	p1 	1Ai49 1 

LcM JW 	3 ë11 	u1 JIl 1&J 	IJ I J1, 	1 Ji W .h4' 

	

(14) &W 1S L45 	( 	iL 	Li z3 	11Jl 31L 

Jil 	U ~.aJ 	U 3U 	(73) &W 	uJt 

	

.t.4_I 	 11 	 j IJl 14 4 	cJ 	3Ur 	JUJ 

:ifl 	JI 	 3Lrd1 

Ki 	 JT 	 .LW ZNqJ1 "A_-Loo; 	 L4 	- 

Jit53 	ti L31 	 aU 

~1i.L 	 t~144 J 	 ji 

.14iL 	 11 	b.JA 	 ±J 0097317399821 p4., 

	

1997 	 -<t4 	 111 	- 

Ji 	 34 L KL41 L 	 L 1638 

	

j 	 _911i 

-j 	JK J449 

3 

Mission Permanente du Royaume du BahreIn aupres de 10ff ice des Nations Unies GenèveNienne: C.R 39,1292 Chambésy Genève, Suisse 
Tel: (+41) 22 758 96 40, Fax: (+41) 22 758 96 50 - E-mail: geneva.mission@mofa.gov.bh  



VT ~,_7C4) 

27 JI 2017 	6 	 ~i iMi 	 1Lt )i 

1i :1'S. 	ifl 	kil 	 (1247) 2017 L d 

(546) a.L)1 	 j 	LLt9 

c-h 
&LL 	iJJJ 	iajt 	 4~J4 Jd1 çJ :1' 	Ji 	ii 

L 	(76) 	L1 	JI f.2,Slj j 

k<"l 14LA 	jic )i tJ 	 i 	ii iL 	L 	— 

JU &jWl 041ai J 	JJ 	(981) 

	

ç Mji 44 4L149 fl 	4~ta1L i4 	 JL- 
.(516)L1 

201 7 	i 27 ajW 	11 	 LU Uii 	 Li JjL 	 — 

:,P2 4L., (4142) 

	

W1$3 y 	L.Ii iflZdA200.1 

moo 

Nov Ir 
I 	

'AL eat 

—_l 
•y t r Art 	V', ry 

[i [:LTEi IOAI  

4 

Mission Permanente du Royaume du BahreIn auprès de lOffice des Nations Unies GenèveNienne: C.P. 39,1292 Chambésy Genève, Suisse 
Tel: (+41) 22 758 96 40, Fax: (+41) 22 758 96 50 - E-mail: geneva.mission@mofa.gov.bh  



*AAA 

ii 	 j.vJ$ J.a.a 	 JkiI 

5&1 JL4j4 	4J 	4iJt3 JJU.J J 	a~&iit, b- 

J 	4i 	LU 	 j.3W9 	JJI J 1 	 i1j ~U 

LL-3 I 	I41 	 >41 LAA,11jJ1 tii aAb~i1 	iUJJ &i 

ii1 	1 ui1 	 A1 	 iI 

'•":'• 	 L 	 j i4i 	3iz J L~ 

1fl 	 iLU J1 	 L1 11L 

JS 	L4 &a 	). 

	

4)J 4 L3L.4$ 	 W11 	 ii 	 flit J1ii L1 

:L 	A 

UU 38 &4J1 	~i 	 L1 41iI 	 JLfl 	c 

JLLUU12j 4& 13JLL 

64 	~J 

.JWl Lth j 	4JJ 	1U 	44 	c 

5 

Mission Permanente du Royaume du BahreIn aupres de l'Office des Nations Unies GenèveNienne: C.P. 39,1292 Chambésy Genève, Suisse 

Tel: (+41) 22 758 96 40, Fax: (+41) 22 758 96 50 - E-mail: geneva.mission@mofa.gov.bh  


