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Qatari Emir: Life as normal despite “blockade” but we are open to dialogue

©AFP Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani
Video France 24

Text France 24

Last updated: 22 July 2017

In his first address since Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Bahrain and the United Arab
Emirates severed ties with his country, Qatari Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani has said that he is “open to dialogue to resolve the outstanding problems”,
adding that life in the country is carrying on as normal despite the “blockade”.

On Friday evening, the Emir of Qatar announced that he was ready to negotiate in
order to bring an end to the tensions between his country and the Saudi-led coalition.

“We are open to dialogue to resolve the outstanding problems”, Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al Thani said in a televised appearance. He added, however, that “any solution
needs to respect the sovereignty of Qatar” and that he would “not accept dictates”. He said
that life in Qatar was carrying on as normal despite the “blockade” imposed by Saudi
Arabia, Egypt, Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates following their decision to sever
diplomatic ties and trade links with Qatar the previous month. “As you know, life in
Qatar ... is carrying on as normal”, said the Emir, adding that “Qatar is unceasing and
uncompromising in its fight against terrorism, and the international community recognizes
the efforts that have been made.”

Sheikh Al-Thani’s comments came several hours after United States Secretary of
State Rex Tillerson announced that his Government was satisfied with the efforts that Qatar
had made to implement a new agreement to combat terrorism. He also called on Saudi
Arabia, Egypt, Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates to lift the “land blockade” against
Qatar.

The Emir said that Qatar needed to become more self-reliant and he called for
greater openness to foreign investment. He also called for dialogue, stating that “we should
not burden civilians with the political differences that arise between governments. ... [We
need] a solution that ensures that the sovereignty and will of each country is respected.”

It was the first time that the Emir had spoken publically since Saudi Arabia, Egypt,
Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates severed ties with Doha on 5 June.
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