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Life continues as usual in Qatar despite boycott
Special report
[Image]

Despite the rising political tensions triggered by the announcement that three
neighbouring States had severed political ties with Qatar and closed their borders to its
nationals, life in Qatar is carrying on as normal. It is clear that, even before the
announcement, plans were in place in Qatar to deal with unforeseen situations of that kind.

The crisis exploded when, on 5 June 2017, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and the United
Arab Emirates announced that they had severed ties with Qatar and had closed their air,
land and sea crossings with that country on the grounds that Qatar had been funding
“terrorist” organizations. Egypt followed suit soon after. Qatar vehemently denied the
allegations, stating that it was making every effort to combat terrorism.

In Qatar, the crisis does not appear nearly as severe as some media outlets would
have readers believe. Citizens and residents in Doha confirmed that there had been no real
sense of crisis since the sudden boycott began.

“The crisis between Qatar and the other Gulf States hasn’t affected us”, A’wad al-
Khaled, the owner of a restaurant in Souq Waqif in Doha, told Anadolu Agency. “We’re all
carrying on as normal, just like before.”

Al-Khaled said that Qatar had strong economic links and political partnerships.
“Most other people at the market feel as confident as I do”, he said. “Saudi Arabia and its
supporters won’t drag this crisis out forever. Even if they never re-establish relations, Qatar
has other options, such as Turkey, Iran and Russia.”

Lies

Shehatah A’oud, a former researcher at Al Jazeera Centre for Studies, said: “Just
before the morning call to prayer today, my mother-in-law called us from Cairo to check
whether we had enough food in the house. I was standing on the balcony at the time,
watching hundreds of workers and residents walking around the gardens of the
neighbouring mosque before eating iftar together, as communities do in most areas of Doha
and other cities during the month of Ramadan.”

“Mother-in-law, trust me when I say that you shouldn’t believe everything the media
tells you,” A’oud added via his Facebook account.

Moroccan journalist Mohammed al-A’yadi made the same point in a post published
on his Facebook account: “We have to stop these lies from spreading. Over the course of
yesterday evening and this morning I visited more than one excellent market in Doha. They
had all the usual goods in abundance, just like normal. Anyone who says that there is a
shortage of food or anything like that is lying, pure and simple.”

Another journalist, Ala’ Biyoumi, also published a post on Facebook in which he
wrote that Qatar was well equipped to withstand pressure. “Qatar is a hugely wealthy
country with a solid economy and a strong government”, he wrote “No matter what
measures are imposed on the country, Qatar is quite capable of ensuring that life goes on
for its people, regardless of whether those measures last years or decades.”
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