(Translated from Arabic)

State reply to the joint communication from the special procedures mandate holders
of the Human Rights Council concerning the allegations that the human rights of
Qatari citizens have been violated

The Permanent Mission of the United Arab Emirates to the United Nations Office at
Geneva presents its compliments to the special procedures mandate holders of the Human
Rights Council, and with reference to letter UA ARE 5/2017 dated 18 August 2017, gives
its assurances that the relevant authorities in the State have received the communication and
have studied all the procedural and legal aspects of the allegations contained therein. The
Permanent Mission of the United Arab Emirates has the honour to transmit herewith the
clarifications provided in response to the communication.

I: The procedural and technical aspects of the communication

From a procedural perspective, the claims made in the communication are
completely unjustifiable. Article 9 (Letters of allegation) of resolution No. 5/2 of the
Human Rights Council on the code of conduct for special procedures mandate holders of
the Human Rights Council states the following:

“With a view to achieving effectiveness and harmonization in the handling of letters
of allegation by special procedures, mandate holders shall assess their conformity
with reference to the following criteria:

“(a) The communication should not be manifestly unfounded or politically
motivated;”

1. The severing of diplomatic relations between the United Arab
Emirates and Qatar is a prime example of political motivation. The
United Arab Emirates broke diplomatic ties with Qatar on the grounds
that Qatar was supporting radical terrorist and sectarian groups, in
particular the Muslim Brotherhood, who were -continuing to
disseminate the ideology of ISIL (Da’esh) and Al-Qaida via direct and
indirect media channels.

2. The communication was produced by the Qatari National
Human Rights Committee, which is an agency of the Qatari State and
is supposed to operate independently, in line with the principles
relating to the status of national institutions for the promotion and
protection of human rights (Paris Principles) and Decree-Law No. 17
of 2010 establishing the Committee, article 3 of which sets out its
mandate and its terms of reference. The Committee has confirmed —
both directly and through its regular communications, its first and
second periodic reports and its meetings with various United Nations
human rights agencies, committees and mechanisms — that it has
submitted a number of communications and complaints to the special
procedures mandate holders of the Human Rights Council. A number
of non-governmental organizations loyal to the Qatari State have also
submitted complaints and communications. Other non-governmental
organizations have also done so at the request of the Qatari
Government.

“(b) The communication should contain a factual description of the alleged
violations of human rights;”

1. The communication received does not contain a detailed,
factual description of the alleged systematic violations of human
rights. Instead, it provides merely a general overview of the events
related to the severing of diplomatic ties between the United Arab
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Emirates and Qatar. Moreover, the figures and statistics cited in the
communication have not been verified.

2. Neither the communication from the Qatari National Human
Rights Committee nor those from the special procedures mandate
holders or other human rights mechanisms provide the names of any
of the persons whose rights have allegedly been violated, which
means that the allegations cannot be verified.

“(d) The communication should be submitted by a person or a group of
persons claiming to be victim of violations or by any person or group of persons,
including non-governmental organizations, acting in good faith in accordance with
principles of human rights, and free from politically motivated stands or contrary to,
the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations, and claiming to have direct or
reliable knowledge of those violations substantiated by clear information;”

1. The communication was submitted by the Qatari National
Human Rights Committee. Its political motivations for doing so are
clear, as demonstrated by its comments during the meetings and press
conferences that it has convened.

“(e) The communication should not be exclusively based on reports
disseminated by mass media.”

L. The communication is based on information disseminated by
the Qatari National Human Rights Committee in its regular
communications and periodic reports, as well as information included
in the reports issued by non-governmental organizations invited to
Qatar by the National Human Rights Committee under the pretext of
assessing the human rights situation. Naturally, the media seized on
that information without verifying its accuracy.

The nature of the communication received

The United Arab Emirates is highly displeased that the communication was deemed

worthy of issuing an urgent appeal. It raises numerous questions about the way in which
communications are categorized by the special procedures mechanism:

III:

1. The communication was issued as an urgent appeal, requiring a response
within 30 days. However, this constitutes a procedural violation of the provisions of
article 10 on urgent appeals of resolution No. 5/2, which states the following:

“Mandate holders may resort to urgent appeals in cases where the alleged
violations are time-sensitive in terms of involving loss of life, life-threatening
situations or either imminent or ongoing damage of a very grave nature to
victims that cannot be addressed in a timely manner by the procedure under
article 9 of the present Code.”

The communication does not include any violations involving loss of life, life-
threatening situations or either imminent or ongoing damage of a very grave nature
to victims that cannot be addressed in a timely manner. Rather, the allegations are
concerned solely with issues of education, freedom of movement, the right to
property, the right to trade and invest, freedom of expression and the right to work.

2. As stated in the communication — and as is commonly known — the United
Arab Emirates severed diplomatic ties with Qatar on 5 June 2017, at which point all
Qatari residents in the United Arab Emirates were ordered to leave the country
within 14 days and all Emirati residents in Qatar were instructed likewise. However,
the communication was issued through the urgent appeals mechanism on 18 August
2017, i.e., two and half months after diplomatic ties were severed. This calls into
question the real urgency of the communication, given that it was presented two and
a half months after the fact.

The allegations included in the communication

To respond to the questions raised in the communication:
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General comments regarding the allegations:

Ordinarily, communications sent by United Nations agencies, committees and
mechanisms tend to include a highly detailed summary of the facts surrounding the events
in connection with which violations are alleged to have taken place, including the names of
those involved and the dates of the events. All such information has usually been verified
upon receipt by the special procedures mandate holders with the party that submitted the
allegations. On this occasion, however, the summary in the communication amounts to a
mere two pages and contains only general and imprecise allegations made by the source.

Furthermore, for three pages the authors of the communication sought to remind the
Government of the United Arab Emirates of its regional and international obligations under
the Arab Charter on Human Rights, the International Convention on the Eradication of
Racial Discrimination, the International Convention on the Rights of the Child and the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The United Arab Emirates continues to uphold
those treaties and is fully aware of its obligations and commitments in that regard.

IV: In response to the general allegations set out in the communication and the
questions posed by the special procedures mandate holders

The implementation mechanism established by His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the United Arab Emirates (God protect him), for use in
humanitarian situations:

A committee representing all relevant entities in the country has been established in
order to facilitate procedures for families of mixed Emirati-Qatari nationality and to deal
with issues related to real estate, businesses and vehicles owned by Qatari nationals, as well
as matters related to health. In that regard, a hotline has also been set up.

Measures to prevent the separation of mixed-nationality families

A decision issued by the President allows mixed Emirati-Qatari nationalities
families to remain in the United Arab Emirates. The aforementioned committee is currently
conducting a survey of all such families.

Guaranteeing the right to health of Qatari nationals living in the United Arab
Emirates

Qatari nationals suffering from an illness have the right to complete their treatment
at hospitals in the United Arab Emirates.

Measures to guarantee the right to education for Qatari students in the United
Arab Emirates and allegations that such students have been unable to take their
exams or obtain educational documents

The committee is currently assessing the measures applicable to Qatari students in
the United Arab Emirates, including with regard to administrative matters.

Administrative requirements affecting Qatari students, such as the authentication of
certificates, are no longer in effect.

Information on how the State criminalizes freedom of expression online on the
grounds that the individual sympathized with Qatar

The communication failed to provide specific examples of cases in which a prison
sentence or a fine were imposed. The United Arab Emirates is therefore unable to comment
on any specific cases.

Numerous individuals, Qataris and others, have been able to exercise their right to
expression on the severing of diplomatic ties between Qatar and the United Arab Emirates
via various social media platforms, including Twitter and Facebook. The special procedures
mandate holders can verify this fact on those websites.

Freedom of movement

Sea and air borders with Qatar remain open to all nationals except those from
countries covered by the boycott. This is a sovereign right and a way to protect national
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security in the face of the aggressive policies pursued by Qatar, and its interference in the
internal affairs of other States.

Property and interests of Qatari nationals in the United Arab Emirates

Qatari nationals who have property or interests in the United Arab Emirates are
entitled to appoint a lawyer or any other person they deem suitable to manage those
interests. There is no basis in the allegations that Qatari nationals have been denied access
to their property or have been prevented from managing their property. All such property is
registered in line with Emirati law.

The Permanent Mission of the United Arab Emirates to the United Nations will
continue to strengthen its cooperation with the special procedures mandate holders of
the Human Rights Council with regard to their work carried out in accordance with
the relevant resolutions of the Human Rights Council and with the Code of Conduct
for special procedures mandate holders. The Permanent Mission of the United Arab
Emirates takes this opportunity to convey to the special procedures mandate holders
of the Human Rights Council the renewed assurances of its highest consideration.
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Ref: 2/3/32-352
Date: 18 September 2017

The Permanent Mission of the United Arab Emirates to the United Nations
Office and Other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to
the Special Procedures Branch and with reference to the latter’s joint communication
no. UA ARE 5/2017 of 18 August 2017 concerning the adverse situation and the
violations of human rights of Qatari migrants in the United Arab Emirates, as
well as Emirati migrants in the State of Qatar as a result of the United Arab
Emirates government’s decision to suspend ties with the State of Qatar, has the
honour to forward herewith the response as received from the relevant authorities in

the United Arab Emirates.

The Permanent Mission of the United Arab Emirates to the United Nations
Office and Other International Organizations in Geneva avails itself of this opportunity
to renew to the to the Special Procedures Branch the assurances of its highest

consideration.

Enclosures:
- Statements from the Qatari highest authorities on the normal life in Qatar despite “boycott”
- UAE President directives to address humanitarian cases of Emirati-Qatari joint families

Special Procedures Branch

Fax: (+41-22) 917 90 08
E-mail: registry@ohchr.org

Tel: +4122 918 0000 | Fax: +4122 734 5562 | 56, rue Moillebeau - 1209 Genéve | Switzerland



Sodo SlSLEL (ouun Lo ilslesly Flaills dolill cilel ol $54 (o doudl 3) ipguboll
orsladll cnidol ol omy (sLucdi¥l

G il ool ) Butmill ¥l gl Bl Bpall Sl dosldl Ziadl goag
oy ULl B0 ) B,La¥lig i § o lill caf ey Bilal Jf Leleoes culol ciin
Slledl 2gud Ausiall Ziadl 395 2017/8/18 bty atasll Juu,l2017/5 ARE UA
I e ceallol Wgudl § diall leadl ol pSEalsl HUsYl ia g Somill gyl
lelesl oo i Loy Aigilills 2lo¥l dailgr arer o diwlyly ooy 59Sll

-tk Lo gt 393 aule sling

oL Aol Aially il o oally Blaty Lo § ¥

Lo a8 (G0 Luwsdl Ashiodl 3 bl e domie ¥ sy colyLed) &g uSEs .1
5/2 08y olad¥l Ggdo e 8 diasad W labidel eldy «Juo bl U
Laladl clela¥l Hlb) & @bl Gl dsludl uelsd Lgte Joo
Cuai @lg slea¥l Jibuyy Aalsdl 9 Ball1 (9 049 Ly OLud Yl Godo ulel
gk le e

Slsly2yl slha] & sles¥l Jiluy Jolis 3 Gusdidly Adlasll §edoms 2eiy)
(A plaeld LIel Sldsll Glool 03y (o Ll

2dloy dadde 655 Y of musle ami de poleod Db eIl 068G YD)

Ao liw

ol s dosg cuhladl Ags o Lo @ @Ml Lead I &l Lolaal ol (1)
shad Aoy Alialgl Bl cll3g 51 pe Bpalaglod] Leddle Jo¥) cualad s Sliialy
Lelor Ll oy Latllally 28 kalls Apladl ciledainl) Lelbatals Llgels Loes @
Sl e Baelally Giels plais S8 migyig 14 e yeiad! Lloey ralendl olgsdl

saldl es yaldildlel




OLS siad ) olud¥) Godmd aphadll Aoboll 2ualll L8 o0 P 005 (2)
LS dalin elol (8 Aatus Zigmy Jomy O (s shad § Aol Bzl 0 Skzs
(17) 08, O9ilay pgwaye (e eling Babosll cilucsngall Luls golis dule ipas
sl (§ ou sullly lui ¥l Godzed Aidagll Tl eilasdy olill 2010 B
A a9e) Leliley ey Ly duzelll cy31 a8y ((Liell) climliatinly Lo LN
aldly ol Bl calins Lelelaral ney Glily Jodl dpgull Lay;lasy
pllas Jl olslag cledly Jlusly ceals Ll plud ¥l Boamy diall Buzeill @l
28 Shaailloue I LAY GLad¥l Gyds alael plidl 2ol cilel, 23]
shd cwld Gl sl e clabaill e lapey ladl A6l 2 sSl

(S wledly euai) Lad i,

colud¥) Boimnt dose k) IS LN a3l89) ooy el fpaais o1 (1)

oo Aageiag Ao LY Ladl 99 Layss Lagog Juoybl ST pasnty ¥-1
iy Glan clla¥ Hle sty ale cimy JI dolas Laily colus¥l
i o (G ldlasdlg alB N1 aay I 8,Ladly s ae dulogliull cilaMall
Lz ¢y STl gamll

i caady &l oalid ¥l sleal J) 5La1 6l daoyll B cragaty @ -2
LMl § JLl 9o LS Lo Gadl oty (§ OLlud¥) Bgant dagein L]
Gsdzmy Apall 391 ALYl (o lapes Lalsdl Slel ¥l U8 o0 3yl
Olud¥l

e oleladl o)y 9 Loy opoled] degame of asd of of il
o oetdy colud¥l Bodim ol lady By ruomy O3dpaly ApsSal
2allis of sumill @) Blise AL L Al ¥ Lraliss Leadlos Cadlgn
LA s ABgiga o Brile Wy md OF Osedyy (pGHI il

toynly loglac dageuo




a8lgag (plud¥l Bgasd dyladll dubodl Lzl L3 (e pude PN -1
Leleboial M5 Lide) 189 doeisly PN @audsd dpuliwd! Leadlong duxlll
Ledde  Admall ol yoislly Lelslaly

e Jtlawg 3550 diin yoylas I Tpm> el it W1 (a)

Leble & olad¥l Byas) 2ylaall Aabsl) uslll diydid Lo J1 el L1
095 Y1 Jilaos JUedl Aagdas Lalolis @y 2 soull Layslas 39 29l
e obdaill pasy yolas LG Ladlogas (o aSTdly 3asdll
gt Lol § cllsg 18§ Aubsll Al Ldlatal I uasSal

b @ olud¥l Gaas glingl (e eHILYI

mido L PN Ameds <Ll

Sorle Ihs asesll B slasl o) waddl Lasliad e Hoall iy
pllas ] § cleddl 5,89 Cagivat 344,Ss 41 oLy 8IS aliatuly cazal

< ladl el Yl

Lass (30) Orguant (§ o, bz lg A Ladl il ol Mo} (@ L1 Joayl-1
ety 2aall (10)85U) Jloel ae 2la¥1 2l oy Lobos 3L Luing

b b e Cuai (@lg dlrladl

Al @ drle wlelt degs J) ol o @ldell Glaied o)
Blaghl e gohais L losols cudgll Jale Lod 0585 &) Aagesll clSll
T 05Ss blmaay s Glandl e gobas of Blexdl e Tlas (4T f
e y2 Wl cunnlia by (§ dizlan o Sag Yo 2l plas polls 15 Lesls of Wt




bt 4nyae el ol Blag L) clslest gl agesll SN provazy ¥ -
Ll 5l (St 1y Leioms ondl Loy Llonsnd oyay o LeS e e
ol b adliadly cuwldl cdsll § damllas Koy Yo QLI plas alls 13
Lyoy pelailly 3lawy Jilue pesats P Llolis @b clely2¥l capmy
dujlan Ly g il Lyog Hleila¥ly Bylailly clladdl Lymg  Jasd)

Jlesl

by slady Aguologludl Ladde cualad Aoull ol pslae ga LSy LI SLal 2
14 Ogine § Mol Bysliey cyladll cnidolgll cdeal Lebig 2017 5000 5
ezt ) Jaoyl Loy oyl cabololly ¥l 5laty Lo (3 (uSadly o5
iy (popeds 59y day g1 2017 udaae] 18 goyliy A lall clelsd! Ul
Laall Jo> eShy wpid ohdial ¥l Lia pyley Al alad (e
dhad (e Ciaiy Gy s9me day 6l O Lezgay Juoyl (S1 Adlmaradl
alaMal

o1 38,0 g01 leleol G gapne sl

1§ Bylgdl ALl e a3 ¥l
L G sslsll clelesdl olay ale et 1

@l olly ldly Bl Caliza JuB (o dlaaydl culeddl Jolils o) Balall oy
sleodl @3 @ e¥lel) fus s Livog A3l8sM) 3200 3 4 Jocrs 5o LSy buzeill
Gazedll @iy ol day 2l3g gl gilly eLosed) Cipmgl lia Joling Loy Ll g8y
i s S Laudus asg ol alelyedl allas Jd (e Lao oo aSTally
ntmine g (Mo Bl g Ol dasmsd (S9N siian B e Lol

Aagds pe el Jid e Lele clslesly pelie culoli

G 23g Ldoully Basdd¥l LALolIL Aol A€ el 3 sie & P ragirt-
JEA! pror e shaall 2ol 28laidly olud¥l Bodnd (pyall GLall Ll




Wy oLl Boind Ilall Medly Jal¥I Goin Adlatly Gpamiall et
leBLasT el il G Lelaldly Lol lg T ity Algudl Lo s

EUR PRSI 2LEg 3290 @ 83,1 9dl daladl culeles¥ly eellly Glats Lo 3 ST
e Bl el ol i e A sl

-l Y1 e el il i gudl | atdy groud] o o om0 s A1

A5l el Aol ey ] l3g Waall § Rgiall lanll s i) oLl 3
bty Jlie o oahall @lSliey Zalall 6581 SlelaYl Jpds Zhaall 2Lyl
el el Al Catla @3 gapazd @ WS sl el Gl Ples Bl g

Jbadidl rre AS LG yudl ard Bismill pylull-

Aol @ 5Ll § AS5LAL! laally AuhLel! bl Agull sty yasedl o lin H1y8 e
AU AL Bl i o ) N Al w2

ioull 3 fruplaill nibolodls lats Lo § Aesall 3 goell (Lo -

Yol b diua (§ p2dhe JLeSul cosladll (o pold 5oy

ol 3 ealarll § goetl do cyuphadll SN Jouan (o (L Biderll culslyoM -
sedilly (e Jpramtly splibeiol ales] oo Sl (3 croyludl (yopbadll o Sai auics
Aaglasl]

Lkl L Loy loudl Gyl 3 cnuplaall AN Aabail] ls ol Ll damelll oyt -

dbae JI35 ¥ Slalddl e 3aiasdlS cpla sl Adall e Melaey Ao ladl 4,10 cilel 291 -

po cibolatdl abel e i ¥ pe peatll &y oyt Bucdad RaeS e Silaglan eotds-
b




a3 § Lple Slale ooy ol Ly o) Cilisie a8 I cdladl 1 3001 3Lz, o
il s da ui.&u ..3).3\..» Ml_éb.o_j Léjju\.) Zt.b..d‘

o el Ay 633 cileadandl o pane ol yladll slguw LY e dydadl eylay -
g oud 3 sl Susd § woddll pe sy (plewa¥l Jolotll adlss o iadlans pgtly!
Ol s Ao o Lwloghall @lddMall alad aals e e 23lell (e lapes
¥t 1 e uSTl (£laiadl olsill adlgn e oY dualiell el |1

Jaull 4,

dos sbidwly Jaul) Joull 28188 domgian dugally Loyl Slad dalie ol 8,LaY1 Hums -
Lybaall dgluall cluladl 22100 @ L olew 3> 529 o281 1da codssl @) dablall
(oidl Lal Llasdy ol el Als ol ¢ 934l 3 Ledlsug

Aaudl 3 cpladll pllines culSlies -

Byl Lewlio diguoey (e ol L“,ol-'zn JuSo5 Aol @ @Lmj I W“d o u}p.]a.ﬁ.ﬂ R
Sl Jymsll (o wplayms Aalarll welpoll dongo ¥ Jlilly Alsull 3 mellims dasliog
sl 3 Lisils Aatge oKLally wlliall sia ols Lyols Lslls

e oull oy e Bumill oo¥l gud Busill Zupall ShHLOU Aall Ziadl 1S3
Sldell ae bty Lasg olud¥l Bgds udzel Aioliell calelya¥l allas a Lslas jupad
sl welyd Tgag Aall I3 Lud¥l Sydo s Syl cmpey e 2Ll
B oo olidl Sl BLY cpard Bayall sda Liadl eiaidy ol¥ell wleoy

Lol La gy ids




