(Translated from Russian)
Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the United Nations Office at Geneva
No. 290

The Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the United Nations Office at
Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights, and with reference to the request from the Special Rapporteurs on the
right to freedom of opinion, the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and the situation of
human rights defenders (reference AL/RUS 3/2017), has the honour to transmit herewith its
response.

The Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation takes this opportunity to convey
to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights the renewed
assurances of its highest consideration.

Geneva, 5 June 2017
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HRC/NONE/2017/64

Information from the Russian Federation in connection with the request from the
Special Rapporteur of the Human Rights Council on the promotion and protection of
the right to freedom of opinion and expression, the Special Rapporteur of the Human
Rights Council on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association and
the Special Rapporteur of the Human Rights Council on the situation of human rights
defenders concerning the situation of the non-commercial organization SOVA Centre
for Information and Analysis

Reference: AL RUS 3/2017

Having studied the request of the Special Rapporteur of the Human Rights Council
on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, the
Special Rapporteur of the Human Rights Council on the rights to freedom of peaceful
assembly and of association and the Special Rapporteur of the Human Rights Council on
the situation of human rights defenders, the Russian Federation wishes to state the
following.

In accordance with Federal Act No. 7-FZ, of 12 January 1996, on non-commercial
organizations, and with the Statute of the Ministry of Justice approved by Presidential
Decree No. 1313 of 13 October 2004, the Ministry of Justice is responsible for the official
registration and monitoring of the activities of non-commercial organizations, including the
registration of non-commercial organizations carrying out the functions of foreign agent.

From 11 November to 7 December 2016, an inspection of the activities of the
regional non-governmental organization and think tank SOVA Centre for Information and
Analysis (hereafter, SOVA Centre) was carried out, during which signs of its fulfilment of
the functions of foreign agent were observed. In particular, the inspection established that
from 2014 to 2016, the SOVA Centre received financing from foreign organizations,
specifically the European Commission, the International Partnership for Human Rights,
Den Norske Helsingfors Komite and the Osi Assistance Foundation. Moreover, in violation
of the legislation, the SOVA Centre did not inform the Ministry of Justice that it was
receiving foreign financing.

In this connection, the Ministry of Justice decided to include the SOVA Centre in
the register of non-commercial organizations carrying out the functions of foreign agent. A
report on an administrative offence was drawn up on the basis of article 19.34 of the Code
of Administrative Offences of the Russian Federation (violation of operating procedures
Jfor non-commercial organizations carrying out the functions of foreign agent).

On 21 February 2017, the Basmanny District Court in Moscow ruled that the
organization was guilty of committing the above-mentioned administrative offence and set
a fine of 300,000 Russian roubles (approx. 5,250 USD). The SOVA Centre has availed
itself of its right to appeal this ruling before the Moscow City Court. It has also appealed,
before the Zamoskvoretsky District Court of Moscow, the decision of the Ministry of
Justice to include it in the register of non-commercial organizations carrying out the
functions of foreign agent. The examination of these two cases is continuing.

We wish to point out that inclusion in the register of non-commercial organizations
carrying out the functions of foreign agent does not prevent a non-commercial organization
from receiving financial and other resources from foreign sources, nor does it create
obstacles to its work in Russia, including involvement in political activities and free
expression of views. The main purpose of this measure is to ensure greater transparency in
the activities of such non-commercial organizations. The acts relating to the placement of
the organization in this register can accordingly not be viewed as limitations on its activities
or expression of opinions.

Consequently, the provisions of the Federal Act on non-commercial organizations
do not violate the generally acknowledged principles and rules of international law and the
international treaties of the Russian Federation in the sphere of human rights and freedoms.
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NOCTOAHHOE NPEACTABUTENLCTBO
POCCUMUCKOWN ®EQEPALIMU
NPU OTAENEHUU OOH N APYTUX MEXAYHAPOOHbIX
OPTAHU3ALIUAX B XXEHEBE

15, avenue de la Paix,
1202 GENEVE

N 770

MISSION PERMANENTE DE LA FEDERATION
DE RUSSIE AUPRES DE I'OFFICE DES
NATIONS UNIES ET DES AUTRES
ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES AYANT
LEUR SIEGE A GENEVE

Telephones: 733 18 70, 734 51 53, 734 66 30
Telefax: 734 40 44

ITocrosiHHOEe mpencraButensecTBo Poccuiickoit @eneparun
npu Otaenenun OOH u apyrux MexxayHapoAHBIX OpraHU3alMsIX
B JKeHeBe CBUIETEIBCTBYET CBOE YBaXXeHHE YIIPaBIECHUIO
BepxosHoro komuccapa OOH mo npaBaM 4enoBeka U HMEET
4ecTh IPEeNpOBOIUTL OTBET Poccuiickoii (Dez:epaimn B CBSI3U
C 3ampocoM crnenuanpHBIX pAokinaguukoB Coseta OOH 1o
IpaBaM 4eJIOBeKa IO BOIPOCY O CBOOOJE BHIPAKEHUS MHEHHS,
cBOOOZIE MUpPHBIX COOpaHUH U TOJIOKEHUM npaﬁosammHHKOB
OTHOCUTENBHO CHUTyallUd C HEKOMMepUecKoil opraHu3aluei
«HndopmannonHo-aHanutu4deckuit neHTp «CoBay.

Reference: AL RUS 3/2017

ITocTOossHHOE TMPEeACTaBUTEIBCTBO IOJIB3YETCS HaCTOAMIEH
BO3MOXXHOCTBIO, 9TO0BI BO30OHOBHUTH YTPABICHUIO yYBEpEHHS B

CBOCM BBICOKOM YBaXKCHHUMU.

€Ba, 5 nroug 2017 roaa

VYnpasnenuto Bepxoaoro komuccapa OOH - 6 JUIN 2017
I10 [IpaBaM YeJIOBEKa Recipients SOP

r. XXenena
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Hudopmanns Poccuiickoi Denepanun B CBA3M ¢ 3aIPOCOM
cnenmnanabHoro pokjgamunka Cosera OQOH mo nmpasam yesosexa (CITH)
110 BONIIPOCY 0 NOOIIPEHNHN H 3aIUTE NPABA HA CBOOOXY MHEHHMIA M IX_
CB000AHOE BLIPAXKEHHE, CIIENHAILHOr0 Jokaagunka CIIY no sonpocy o
IpaBe HA CBOOOY MUPHBIX COOPaHMIl M acCONMANMIL I CHENHATBLHOTO

pokaagyuka CITY mo Bonpocy 0 noJ10:KeHUH NPABO3AIIUTHUKOB
OTHOCHTEJIBHO CATYAILMN ¢ HEKOMMeEPYeCKOi OpraHu3anmnei
«HAudopmannonHo-aHaTuTHIeCKHI IeHTP «CoBay

Reference: AL RUS 3/2017

Poccuiickas denepanus, U3y4uB 3ampoc crnenuanbHoro goknaauuka CIIY
110 BOIPOCY O MOOIIPEHHUH U 3alIUTE IpaBa Ha CBOOOTY MHEHHMH M UX CBOOOIHOE
BEIpaKEHHUE, crenuansHoro noknaaduka CITY mo Bompocy o mpase Ha CBOOOIY
MUpPHBIX cOOpaHMH M accoluayil u crnenuansHoro goxnaquuka CITY no Bompocy
0 MOJIOXKEHUY IPaBO3ANIUTHUKOB, COOOIIAET ClIeIyIONIEE.

B COOTBCVTCTBI/_II/IH,C ®enepanbHeIM 3aKOHOM OT 12 suBapa 1996 r. Ne 7-03

- «O HCKOMMCPYCCKUX OpraHHU3aluAX» H ITonoxenueM o MI/IHI/ICTepCTBe OCTHUIINH

Poccuiickoit ®enepannu, yTBepKIeHHbIM YkazoM Ilpesunmenta Poccuiickoit
®enepanuu oT 13 okta6ps 2004 r. Ne 1313, Muntoct Poccum ocymiecTBisieT
rOCyIapCTBEHHYIO PETHCTPAIMIO M KOHTPOJIb 3a ACATEIHHOCTHI0O HEKOMMEPUYECKUX
opranm3zauuid B Poccuiickoit ®epepauuu, B ToM uucie Bemger peectp HKO,
BBINIOJTHAOMNX (PYHKIIMY UHOCTPAHHOTO arcHTa. |

B nepuox ¢ 11 HosiGpsa mo 7 nexabps 2016 r. Oputa mpoBeleHa NpoOBEpKa
JIeATENbHOCTH  PernonampHOM ~ OOIIECTBEHHOM  OpraHM3allud  COJEHCTBUA
IpocBenieHnIo rpaxaal « TapopManuoHHo-aHamuTHYecKui eHTp «CoBay
(manee — Ilentp «CoBa»), B X0/ile KOTOPOH B €€ ACATCIBHOCTU OBUIM BBHIABIICHBI
MIPU3HAKU BHINOJMHEHMS (YHKIMI MHOCTPAaHHOro areHTa. B wacTHOCTH, IpoBepka
ycraHoBHIa, 4T0 B 2014-2016 rr. Liertp «CoBa» momydan (GUHAHCHPOBAHHE OT
MHOCTPAHHBIX OpraHM3anuii, a mMeHHO: «European commission», «International
partnership for human rights», «Den Norske Helsingfors Komitey, «Osi Assistance
Foundation». ITy6mukamuu opraHM3allid Ha ee CalTe COAepKaid IIPH3HAKH
HMOJIUTUYCCKON AeaTenbHoCcTH. IIpy 3ToM B HapylueHHe 3akoHoAaTeabcTBa LleHTp
«CoBa» mHe 3asBun B Munoct PoccuM 0 MONyYeHMM HHOCTPAHHOTO

¢buHAHCHPOBAHMS.
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B aToii cBsa3um MuntocroMm Poccun npuHsaTo peleHue o BKirodeHuu Llentpa
«CoBa» B peecTp HEKOMMEPYECKHX OPTaHH3ALUIA, BBITIONHSAIOIIIX GyHKIIUU
MHOCTPaHHOTO arcHra. B OTHOINEHWH HEro OBUI COCTABJICH aJMUHMCTPATUBHBIM
IIPOTOKOJI 11O cratbe 19.34 AIMHHHCTPATHBHOTO Kofekca Poccuiickoit denepanuy
(napywienue — nopsoka — OesMenbHOCMU — HEKOMMEDYeCKOl — Opeanu3ayuu,
8bINONHAIOWEU DYHKYUU UHOCMPAHHO20 A2EHMA).

ITocranoBnenueM bacmanHoTo paiioHHOTO cyaa r. Mockssl oT 21 ¢eBpaid
2017 r. opranmzanus OblIa NpU3HAH BHHOBHOM B COBEPIICHMM YKa3aHHOIO
aIMUHHCTPATUBHOIO IIPaBOHAPYIIECHUS, €H Ha3HAuYeHO aJMUHHCTPAaTUBHOE
HakasaHpe B BHJE INTpada B pasMepe 300 Thicsu py6ueit (oxomo 4,7 ThIC. €BpO).
Ilentp «CoBa» HCHONB30BaJl CBOE IIpaBO Ha OOXKaJIOBaHHE YKa3aHHOTO
IIOCTaHOBJIEHHA B MOCKOBCKOM ropoiackoM cyze. Opranuzanus Taxke
oOxanoBajia B 3aMOCKBOPEIIKOM pailloHHOM cyzae I'. MOCKBEI perneHne MuHiocTa
Poccuu o BKIIIOYEHUHU B peecTp HKOQ BBINIOJHAIOMUX (PYHKIMM HHOCTPAHHOTO
areHTa. B HacTosmIee BpeMs pacCMOTPEHHE IBYX 3TUX JeT IPOJOIDKAETCS.

O6pamaem Bhﬁﬁaﬁﬁe, YTC BKIIIOUCHHE HeKOMMepquCKOﬁ OpraHH3allvU B
peectp HKO, BrimonHstomux (pyHKIMKM MHOCTPAHHOTO areHTa, HE 3aIpelacT eu
TIOJTy4YaTh JICHE)KHBIE CPEJICTBA M MHOE UMYIIECTBO OT HHOCTPaHHBIX HCTOYHHKOB,
HE CO3JIaeT NMPEMATCTBUI 1711 ee paboThsl Ha Tepputopun Poccuu, B TOM 9ncie Juis
y4acTUs B IIOJIUTUYECKOM JEATENbHOCTH, YU CBOOOTHOTO BBIPAXCHHS CBOETO
MHeHns. OCHOBHAS TIellb JJaAHHOM Mephl — obecreuenue GoNbIIel MPOo3PavyHOCTH B
JICATENIBHOCTH COOTBETCTBYIOIIMX HEKOMMeEpYecKHX opraHmsanumii. I[lostomy
IEHCTBHS, CBA3aHHBIE C BKJIIOYCHHEM OpPraHM3allMl B 3TOT pEEcTp, HE MOTYT
paccMaTpUBaTHCSA B KaueCTBE OIpaHHMYEHHUSA CBOOOJBI BBIpA)KCHUSA MHEHHS HIIH €€
JIEATENHHOCTH.

CootBercTBeHHO, nonoxeHna PenepanpHoro 3akoHa «O HEKOMMEPYECKHX
OpPraHM3aNMAX» HE HapyMalT JCHCTBYIOIIUE B cdepe 3allUThl MpaB U CBOOOJ
yejJjoBeKa OOIIEIPU3HAHHBIE IPHHIMIEI M HOPMBI MEXIYHApOJHOTO IIpaBa H

MEXAYHapoIHbIe 10roBOpEl Poccutickoit deneparuu.



