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  (Translated from Arabic) 

Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations Office at 
Geneva 

Date:  20 April 2017                Ref:  413/6/3/1/ 

 The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations 
Office at Geneva presents its compliments to the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, 
the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion 
and expression, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders, and the 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights attached to the Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) in Geneva. With regard 
to joint urgent appeal UA SAU 2/2016, dated 20 February 2017, containing questions 
regarding Mr. Issa al-Nukheifi, we wish to present the following response from the 
Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: 

1. With regard to the request to provide any additional information and any 
comment we may have on the allegations contained in the communication: 

 The allegations in question are false and we wish to provide the following 
clarifications: 

 The person concerned was arrested on 18 December 2016 pursuant to article 2 of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure based on a communication presented by his wife to the 
security patrols stating that he had threatened to kill her and that he was a member of the 
terrorist organization Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL). He was referred to the 
Bureau of Investigation and Prosecution within 24 hours, in accordance with article 34 of 
the Code of Criminal Procedure. 

 The person concerned was not subjected to any restrictions or threats. He was 
provided with the same services as other detainees and prisoners, including a bed, and he 
submitted no observations thereon to the prison officers. 

2. With regard to the request to provide the legal grounds for the arrest and 
detention of Mr. Al-Nukheifi, to explain how these are compatible with international 
human rights standards, in particular with article 19 of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, and to clarify whether or not he has been charged and, if so, to 
provide details of the charges: 

 He was investigated by the competent authority, in accordance with article 13 of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure, and was charged with a major crime requiring detention 
pursuant to articles 2 and 112 of the Code. His detention was extended pursuant to article 
114 of the Code and the case is still being investigated. 

 These procedures are clearly compatible with international standards and there is no 
connection between the measures taken in this regard, particularly the grounds for his arrest, 
and article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

3. With regard to the request to indicate whether the person concerned has been 
provided with access to a lawyer and any medical care that he may require: 

 The person concerned was permitted to make calls on more than one occasion in 
order to appoint a lawyer, in accordance with articles 4 and 65 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure. He was informed of his entitlement to request the court that would hear his case 
to appoint defence counsel at the State’s expense if he was unable to appoint one himself, in 
accordance with article 139 of the Code.  

 No symptoms of any illness were found in the case of the accused. It should be 
noted that medical care is provided in the prison, in accordance with article 5 of the Prison 
and Detention Act.  
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4. With regard to the request for information about the legal basis for denying Mr. 
Al-Nukheifi the possibility to receive family visits, and for an explanation of how this 
is compatible with international human rights standards: 

 The person concerned was not prevented from receiving visits. He was permitted to 
receive visits just like other inmates. He received a private visit from his family on 26 
Jumada al-Ula 1438 A.H. 

5. With regard to the request for information on the conditions of Mr. Al-
Nukehifi’s detention and how they may be compatible with international human 
rights law and standards: 

 This has been clarified in the previous answers. 

6. With regard to the request for detailed information concerning measures in 
place to ensure that human rights defenders are able to carry out their legitimate 
work in a safe and enabling environment without fear of violence, threats or acts of 
intimidation and harassment of any sort, and are able to cooperate freely with the 
United Nations in the field of human rights without fear of reprisals: 

 Article 26 of the Basic Law of Governance stipulates that: “The State shall protect 
human rights in accordance with the Islamic sharia.” The Civil Associations and 
Foundations Act promulgated by Royal Decree No. M/8 of 19 Safar 1437 A.H. establishes 
the legal framework governing the work of civil associations and foundations, in 
accordance with the developmental and social goals pursued in organizing, developing, 
protecting and enhancing the utility of non-governmental activities, and promoting national 
development and citizens’ participation in the administration and development of society. 
The Act supports the transition from sponsorship to development, the building of a culture 
of voluntary work among members of society, and the achievement of social solidarity. 
According to the Act, an association can be established by 10 persons and can obtain a 
permit within 60 days of the date of presenting the grounds justifying the request in order to 
facilitate the procedures. 

 The Kingdom supports associations and foundations that seek to promote and 
protect human rights, or specific areas related to human rights, as well as individual human 
rights activists, and treats them as key partners in human rights work. Examples of this 
partnership are the enactment of the Protection from Abuse Act, which was drafted by a 
civil society association, participation in the drafting of the Child Protection Act, and 
involvement of a number of NGOs and civil society associations in the preparation of the 
Kingdom’s reports to treaty and non-treaty bodies, the most recent being its report for the 
second cycle of the universal periodic review. Some of them were present when the 
Kingdom’s report was being reviewed by the Human Rights Council. Furthermore, many 
associations and foundations operating in diverse human rights fields prepare studies and 
reports, and organize seminars, interactive events and media activities aimed at protecting 
and promoting the rights concerned, while remaining entirely independent. The legislation 
guarantees protection and justice should any of their rights be violated. One of the leading 
civil society organizations is the National Society for Human Rights, which publishes 
reports on the human rights situation in the Kingdom. It highlights shortcomings that 
prevent full enjoyment of any human rights and the grounds therefor, drawing on 
complaints that it receives and violations that it monitors. It also assesses progress in this 
regard and presents appropriate conclusions and recommendations. In addition, it prepares 
studies and issues press releases concerning specific cases.  

 The Human Rights Commission also organizes many training courses, conferences, 
seminars and workshops, occasionally in cooperation with OHCHR, with a view to 
building the technical capacity of governmental and non-governmental workers in the area 
of human rights, so that they can take objective action based on international standards and 
the provisions of Islamic sharia, and support civil society action, ensuring that it is well-
founded, well-informed and objective. 

 The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations 
Office at Geneva takes this opportunity to convey to the Working Group on Arbitrary 
Detention, the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom 
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of opinion and expression, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights 
defenders, and the Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights attached to the 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights the renewed 
assurances of its highest consideration. 

    












