(Translated from Arabic)

Reply from the Algerian Government concerning the gthering without a permit and
allegations by the “families of the disappeared” cacerning arrest and detention

With regard to your communication dated 1 Noven&t6 (No. AL DZA 3/2016)
concerning allegations by the “families of the gigaared” regarding arrest and detention,
the Algerian Government wishes to provide the feltggy clarifications:

I With regard to the allegations concerning ththgeng in front of the Parliament in
Algiers on 29 September 2016:

On 29 September 2016, at around 10 a.m., abopedple held a gathering of the
so-called National Coordination of Families of isappeared and the National Collective
of Sahrawi Political Prisoners in Fréres Amrouchee& in central Algiers. The gathering
was dispersed by the security services who, conti@arthe allegations contained in the
communication, did not arrest or detain any ofdhenonstrators.

Il With regard to the allegations concerning theeting of the National Coordination
of Families of the Disappeared (CNFD) in Constamtian 20 October 2016, the
demonstrators were released and none of them viained.

At around 10 a.m. on 20 October 2016, some membérgamilies of the
disappeared participated in a protest outside #edduarters of the Governor of the
Province of Constantine without having obtainedeanpt. They demanded the opening of
an investigation into the reasons for the disamoeas of their children during the Black
Decade. With a view to preventing any breachesofisty, police officers were conveyed
to the site and the aforementioned participantthen protest were taken to the security
headquarters of the Province of Constantine inrotdéhave their situation investigated.
After their statements were heard one after therotthey were released. When the law
enforcement authorities completed the above-meatiggrocedures, the persons concerned
were told never to repeat such protests withoudiolitg a permit. It should be noted that
they refused to undergo a medical examination poidheir release.

The Public Prosecutor of the Republic at ConstentCourt received the record
produced by the criminal justice team of the proiahpolice force on 23 November 2016.
It contained legal data concerning the protest wittiew to preparing a criminal justice file
that did not record any legal action concerningiticdent in question.

It may be concluded from the foregoing that théoactaken did not concern the
community of families of the disappeared but thetgst in front of the Governor’s office
without a permit, which led to the intervention tiye police force, in accordance with its
authority to conduct administrative arrests for vergive reasons with a view to
maintaining public order and security. The protestwere then investigated in accordance
with legal procedures and released without having abservations worth mentioning
recorded.

Algeria, February 2017
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MISSION PERMANENTE @% Aadlal) Ay

EN SUISSE

N°: MPAG/A.H/.d. 9 2.../17

La Mission permanente de la République Algérienne Démocratique et Populaire auprés de
I'Office des Nations Unies et des Organisations internationales en Suisse présente ses
compliments au Bureau du Haut-Commissariat des Nations Unies aux Droits de 'Homme,
Service des Procédures Spéciales, et en référence & sa note du 01 novembre 2016 concernant
des allégations « d'arrestation et de détention arbitraires survemg a la suite d'un
rassemblement pacifique des membres des familles de disparus », a 'honneur de lui faire

parvenir, en annexe, la réponse du Gouvernement algérien a ce sujet.

La Mission permanente saurait gré au Secrétariat, de bien vouloir inclure cette réponse dans
la documentation concernant cette question, y compris la documentation écrite qui serait

soumise au Conseil des Droits de ' Homme.

La Mission permanente de la République Algérienne Démocratique et Populaire auprés de
"Office des Nations Unies et des Organisations internationales en Suisse saisit cette occasion
pour renouveler au Bureau du Haut-Commissariat des Nations Unies aux Droits de

I'Homme, Service des Procédures Spéciales, I'assurance de sa haute.considération.

Bureau du Haut-Commissariat des Nations Unies aux Droi de
Service des Procédures Spéciales, (
Palais Wilson, 52 rue des Paquis
CH-1201 Genéve, Suisse

cc:

- le Groupe de travail sur la détention arbitraire ;

- le Groupe de travail sur les disparitions forcées ou involontaires ;

- le Rapporteur spécial sur la promotion et la protection du droit a 1a Iiberté d’opinion et

d’expression ;

- le Rapporteur spécial sur le droit a la réunion pacifique et la liberté d’association ; et
"N - le Rapporteur spécial sur la situation des défenseurs des droits de 'homme,
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