(Translated from Arabic)
Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations Office at
Geneva
• The Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia decided, in recognition of the
worsening humanitarian crisis in the Republic of Yemen, to establish forthwith the
King Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief Centre in response to orders from the
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud, so that it
could serve as the Kingdom’s relief agency for the implementation of humanitarian
relief projects in a highly professional manner and in accordance with the
humanitarian principles enshrined in the teachings of the true religion of Islam.
• The establishment of the King Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief Centre
coincided with the launching of the United Nations humanitarian appeal for US$
274 million on behalf of Yemen. The Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques pledged
that the Kingdom would pay the full amount of the appeal and that the Centre would
finance the projects and programmes. The order from the Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques was also intended to save the Yemeni people, who have been living
in dire humanitarian circumstances since the attacks of the Houthi militias and their
supporters. It was noted that the provision of humanitarian assistance by the
Kingdom would draw the attention of the international community in a rational
manner to the tragic events in Yemen and its innocent victims.
• In accordance with the order issued by the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, the
Centre rapidly proceeded to sign agreements with United Nations organizations
concerning the implementation of the relief and humanitarian programmes and
projects. The Centre funded humanitarian appeal projects under the United Nations
Humanitarian Response Plan. The projects of the United Nations organizations
focused on the following areas:
1.

The World Food Programme (WFP)

Support for food security and logistic services totalling US$ 142,808,948 on behalf
of more than 10 million beneficiaries in all Yemeni governorates.
2.

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)

Provision of shelter services, foodstuffs and other forms of support; protection of
displaced persons in Yemen and Yemeni refugees in neighbouring countries:
US$ 310,079,202.
3.

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)

Provision of preventive and therapeutic nutrition to save the lives of girls and boys
under the age of 5 as well as pregnant and breastfeeding women, and provision of
psychological support services for harmed children and families totalling US$ 29,600,00.
There were almost 3 million beneficiaries in all governorates of the Republic of Yemen.
Food support was also provided to more than 170,000 children suffering from severe and
moderate malnutrition in 453 nutrition centres located in 11 Yemeni governorates. In
addition, 145 teams travelled around 20 governorates to deliver a comprehensive array of
health and nutritional services to more than 40,000 children.
4.

The World Health Organization (WHO)

Reduction of disease and mortality rates among the most vulnerable population
groups, including women and children, and strengthening of emergency lifesaving healthcare and environmental services, including drugs and medical supplies, at a total cost of
US$ 10,849,070 for more than 7 million beneficiaries in all towns and governorates of the
Republic of Yemen. The funds provided by the King Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief
Centre enabled the World Health Organization to maintain 55 hospitals in Yemen by
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providing them with medicines, vaccines and medical supplies. Health care was provided
for more than 7.5 million persons.
5.

The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA):

Support for and enhancement of coordination work; provision of information and
data in order to guarantee the requisite consistent and coherent response to the crisis in
Yemen; and building of partnerships with effective national and international bodies, at a
total cost of US$ 8 million.
6.

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO):

Provision of support for emergency accommodation for internally displaced persons
in Yemen and for host communities in damaged governorates of the Republic of Yemen,
including support for agriculture and fisheries and for the protection of livestock;
installation of power and water units to support families working in agriculture, at a total
cost of US$ 5,825,638 for more than 500,000 beneficiaries.
7.

The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA):

Provision of support for protection of the family and reproductive health through onsite visits, health education and assistance for women at the stage of pregnancy and
childbirth, at a total cost of US$ 2,517,804 for more than 300,000 beneficiaries in Yemen.
8.

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP):

Support for early recovery and assistance to Yemeni society in addressing the crisis;
improvement of security in adversely affected residential communities by creating job
opportunities and access to training; support for the nutrition project on behalf of vulnerable
groups suffering from malnutrition, at a total cost of US$ 1,743,200 for more than 300,000
beneficiaries in Yemen.
9.
The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR):
Improvement of the human rights situation in Yemen, preparation of reports and
provision of legal advice to the beneficiaries, at a cost of US$ 524,937.
• The Centre implemented many relief and humanitarian projects concurrently with
the United Nations humanitarian appeal programmes and projects. More than 100
projects were implemented in all governorates of Yemen. The total cost of the relief
and humanitarian projects implemented by the Kingdom on behalf of Yemen during
2015 and 2016 was US$ 561,787,135. They were implemented in partnership with
United Nations organizations, international and local organizations, and
governmental bodies.
• The Centre also implemented many urgent programmes. Thus, it responded to a
directive from the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques concerning the crises and
emergency situations in Yemen. Immediately after the liberation of Aden
Governorate, the Centre launched an air bridge of 15 planes loaded with more than
15 tonnes of medical supplies and food. In addition, the ship known as Darb alKhayr docked in the port of Aden immediately after its liberation, carrying
thousands of baskets of food and more than 400 tonnes of nutritional and medical
supplies. An air bridge of five planes was organized to Socotra Island and a land
convoy transported more than 128 tonnes of food, medical products and housing
equipment as relief for the victims of Chabala Hurricane and Cyclone Megh.
• Taiz Governorate was subjected to a suffocating siege by the rebel militias that led
to shortages of medical supplies, widespread starvation and an exacerbation of the
humanitarian situation in the Governorate. The coalition forces responded to the
crisis, in cooperation with the Centre, by conducting two operations aimed at
dropping 85 tonnes of medical supplies for children, antibiotics, liquid medicines
and dry foodstuffs in order to break the siege imposed on some parts of Taiz
Governorate and to provide support for the victims. The action was coordinated with
local associations in Taiz Governorate to ensure that the aid arrived in the besieged
districts and regions specified as being virtually inaccessible.
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• The ongoing siege and tightening of the blockade of some Yemeni governorates by
the militias led to a worsening of the humanitarian situation in Al-Hudaydah
Governorate as the rebel militias assumed control over the Governorate’s ports and
access routes, established checkpoints to restrict entry into the towns, and assumed
control over deliveries of humanitarian and nutritional aid to the Governorate. In
response to this situation, the United Nations issued an urgent humanitarian appeal
to address the situation in Al-Hudaydah. The Centre, responding to a directive from
the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, took immediate action to address the
humanitarian situation in Al-Hudaydah Governorate in coordination with its partners
in the United Nations and international and local organizations. The principal
actions taken by the Centre were as follows:
1.
A US$ 10 million agreement was signed with WFP on the provision
of urgent food aid to persons suffering from inadequate food security in AlHudaydah Governorate. More than 480,000 persons in all municipalities of
the Governorate benefited from the aid for a period of six months.
2.
Support totalling US$ 5 million was provided to the United Nations
Regional Response Fund in Yemen in order to meet humanitarian needs.
Most of the support was allocated to Al-Hudaydah Governorate.
3.
A total of 150,000 food baskets were delivered to persons suffering
from inadequate food security in Al-Hudaydah Governorate through local
partners at a total cost of US$ 8,250,000. The project covers all
municipalities of the Governorate and caters for the needs of more than
900,000 beneficiaries.
• According to figures provided by the Coalition Forces to OCHA, more than
1,358,502 tonnes of humanitarian food aid and other forms of aid were supplied to
Al-Hudaydah Governorate. Protection was provided for more than 1,300 health-care
and educational facilities in the Governorate, and more than 367 permits were issued
to United Nations organizations to transport and deliver nutritional and humanitarian
aid in Al-Hudaydah Governorate during the period from April 2015 to October
2016. The Coalition Forces are still participating in and supporting nutritional and
humanitarian operations on behalf of all Yemeni governorates, and are supporting
commercial traffic in Yemeni ports, particularly that of Al-Hudaydah. The following
table shows the merchandise for which entry permits were issued by the Coalition
during the period from August 2016 to October 2016:
Month

Number

Observations

August 2016

187 275 tonnes of food

32 ships were issued with permits, including
26 for Al-Hudaydah Governorate

305 554 tonnes of petroleum products
428 175 tonnes of diverse products
Total: 961 000 tonnes
September 2016

316 071 tonnes of food
74 525 tonnes of petroleum products

15 ships were issued with permits, including
12 for Al-Hudaydah Governorate

147 499 tonnes of diverse products
Total: 538 092 tonnes
October 2016

346 404 tonnes of food
82 803 tonnes of petroleum products

18 ships were issued with permits, including
15 for Al-Hudaydah Governorate

34 209 tonnes of diverse products
Total: 770 4171 tonnes
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Translator’s note: Incorrect total, but this corresponds to the figure in the original.
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• In line with the Kingdom’s commitment to humanitarian principles, continuous
support has been provided for the equipment and functioning of Al-Salaam Hospital
in Sa’dah Governorate and Saudi Hospital in Hajjah Governorate with a view to
guaranteeing comprehensive medical care and medical examinations and providing
medical equipment and all other medical requirements of Yemeni patients. The
support provided in 2016 for the running of the hospitals amounted to more than
US$ 40 million on behalf of more than 500,000 beneficiaries. It should be noted that
both governorates are still under the control of the rebel militias.
• The Centre has sent relief and humanitarian aid convoys to distressed communities
in Yemen through international organizations and local associations with a view to
providing aid to all regions of the Republic of Yemen. However, many convoys
were subjected to violations by the rebel militias, who prevented the aid from
reaching the beneficiaries. They were also subjected to clear and repeated pressure
from militias who were endeavouring to seize the aid. The following is a list of some
of the violations perpetrated:
1.
The Centre received an email from a representative of WFP on 3 July
2015 to the effect that a Houthi group had seized 10 relief trucks belonging to
the King Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief Centre and carrying 162.5
tonnes of flour and 35 tonnes of legumes, which were to be distributed in
cooperation with the Islamic Relief organization in Aden.
2.
The Centre received a letter from the Homoud Ibrahim al-Dhiyab
Company on 30 July 2015 stating that the Darb al-Khayr ship, which was
carrying relief aid from King Salman Centre, had been subjected to Katyusha
bombardment from the regions controlled by the Houthi and Salih militias on
arriving at Al-Moala port. The ship was carrying 100,000 baskets of food,
450 tonnes of dates and 90 tonnes of medical aid.
3.
The Centre received a message from Islamic Relief Worldwide to the
effect that its employees had been detained and investigated in Sana’a by the
Houthi and Salih militias because of their cooperation with the King Salman
Centre in providing relief to the Yemeni people.
4.
The Centre received a message from the Quartet Association for
Development and Humanitarian Work in Taiz on 16 August 2015 to the
effect that its headquarters had been assaulted by the Houthi and Salih
militias and that its content and equipment had been seized. In addition,
seven employees had been detained on account of their cooperation with the
King Salman Centre in distributing food in Taiz.
5.
In the middle of the month of Ramadan 1436 A.H., an attempt to
smuggle 6,000 litres of diesel was discovered when nine WFP trucks were
passing through a checkpoint at Al-Wadiah border crossing. It emerged on
investigation that the drivers of the trucks were linked to the Houthi and Salih
militias and that members of the Houthi group were waiting to seize the relief
aid and diesel supplies on board. It should be noted that the aid was returned
to the King Salman Centre.
6.
On 7 Shawwal 1436 A.H., a Saudi aeroplane containing aid was
targeted in Aden airport by a Katyusha rocket fired by the Houthi and Salih
militias while the aid was being unloaded in the presence of representatives
of the Chamber of Deputies of Aden Governorate led by the Deputy
Governor.
7.
On Sunday 25 September 2016, a message was received from the
Centre’s partner, the Yemeni Development Network for Non-Governmental
Organizations, during the implementation of a food basket distribution
project financed by the Centre in the Shamlan District of Hamdan
Municipality in Sana’a Governorate. According to the message, the Houthi
and Salih militias had attacked the distribution committees, taken over the
storerooms and robbed the food baskets they contained.
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8.
In late October 2016, a message was received from the Yemeni
Development Network for Non-Governmental Organizations to the effect
that armed members of the rebel militias had halted the implementation of a
food basket distribution project in the Bani Hushaysh Municipality of Sana’a
Governorate for 13 days. They had sought to impede the implementation of
the project because of disputes with the local authority and their
determination that such projects should be implemented under their
supervision.
• On 7 November 2016, OCHA published data for the period from April 2015 to
November 2016 showing the amount of support provided by the Coalition Force for
relief and humanitarian action. The data contained requests for the inclusion of sites
in a “No Strike List”. The following tables contain a summary of requests for
permits to admit relief and humanitarian assistance from abroad or from within
Yemen:
1.

Requests to include sites in the No Strike List:

Status of the request

The request has been examined
Approval has been granted
Sites secured for temporary use
Total
2.

Number of requests

Percentage

1 049

5%

19 609

95%

8

0%

20 666

100%

Requests for permits to admit relief and humanitarian assistance from abroad or from

within Yemen:
Status of the request

Number of requests

Percentage

8

0%

1 988

85%

Other requests

73

3%

Pending request

15

1%

Request suspended by the applicant

95

4%

150

6%

2 329

100%

Request revoked by the applicant
The permit has been issued

Request declined for technical reasons or
because it was incomplete
Total

• The Kingdom continues to conduct its charitable and humanitarian work on behalf
of all States in accordance with their diverse needs through the King Salman
Humanitarian Aid and Relief Centre in Riyadh, which will pursue the Kingdom’s
global humanitarian work, in accordance with procedures that strictly guarantee that
the aid is urgently conveyed to those for whom it is intended, primarily the Republic
of Yemen. This is the approach consistently adopted by the Kingdom’s rightly
guided Government throughout the history of its humanitarian and relief work. It
covers the administrative expenses and transport costs in coordination with the
Governments benefiting from its support. It assumes responsibility for the internal
transport costs and the renting of warehouses in the countries benefiting from relief
and humanitarian operations, so that all the announced relief finds its way to the
victims in a clear, precise, rapid and transparent manner.
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