(Translated from Chinese)

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of joint communication No. AL CHN 10/2016 from
the United Nations Human Rights Council Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights;
the Special Rapporteur on the issue of human rights obligations relating to the enjoyment of
a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment; the Special Rapporteur on the rights to
freedom of peaceful assembly and of association; the Special Rapporteur on adequate
housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living, and on the right to
non-discrimination in this context; the Special Rapporteur on minority issues; and the
Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief. The Chinese Government has made
careful inquiries into the matter referred to in the communication and wishes to make the
following reply:

1. The Larung Gar Buddhist Institute

The relevant local government departments in China, acting in strict accordance
with national laws and regulations, provide supervision of the monastery’s social affairs
and strengthen its development and regulations with a view to upholding normal order there,
strengthening public services and social protection for its monks and nuns and addressing
possible threats to public safety and health, as well as fire hazards. This is done to create a
favourable environment for study for the monks and nuns who wholeheartedly follow their
religious practices in accordance with the law, so that Tibetan Buddhism can be better
protected and passed down to future generations, and to effectively protect the fundamental
interests of the monastery and the overwhelming majority of monks and nuns. It is a
common practice in the countries of the world to supervise religious sites, in accordance
with the law. The aim behind this comprehensive regulation is not to shut down the Larung
Gar Buddhist Institute, but rather to enable it to function in a lawful, normal and orderly
manner and to promote the healthy development and management of the monastery and the
Buddhist institute, in accordance with laws and regulations.

2. Mining in Amchok, Gansu Province

The Chinese Government has always attached great importance to protecting the
environment in Tibet and in the Tibetan areas of the four adjoining provinces; it has
rigorously implemented the principle of putting environmental protection first and
respecting the wishes of the people. It has announced a series of measures and implemented
actions, for example supervising and carrying out work in environmental protection,
mineral resource prospecting and mining and environmental impact assessments. Any
mining project that does not meet construction standards, does not respect the wishes of the
people or is detrimental to the environment will be thoroughly investigated and shut down.
It has been ascertained that the Nahedi gold mine in Amchok Township, Xiahe County,
Gansu Province has been operating for more than 10 years through lawful cooperation
between the corporation and eight villages. In May of this year, some villagers not
participating in the gold mining gathered to protest the mining. A few were extremists who
started a conflict with the police who had been there to keep public order. This incident
essentially arose from a dispute over public interests. After the incident, seven leaders of
the disturbance were subjected to examination and given information by the public security
authorities; they acknowledged their wrongdoing and have already been released on bail,
awaiting trial. Social order has been restored, and conditions of work and life for the locals
have returned to normal.
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No. GIl186/2016

The Permanent Mission of the People’s Republic of China to the

United [Nations Office at Geneva and other International Organizations in
Switzefland presents its compliments to the Office of the High
Commigsioner for Human Rights and with reference to the latter’s

comm

ication [AL CHN 10/2016] dated 7 November 2016, has the

‘honour to transmit herewith the reply by the Chinese Government.

The Permanent Mission of the People’s Republic of China to the

Utiited Nations Office at Geneva and other International Organizations in

Switzer]

and avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Office of the

High (fommissioner for Human Rights the assurances of its highest
considefation. '

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
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