(Trandlated from Arabic)
l. Prosecution of Al-Wefaq Society

The Political Associations Act No. 26 of 2005 aurthes male and female citizens
to form political associations. As a result, denadicr national organizations bring together
citizens, representing them and promoting politicalture and practices. They operate
openly, using lawful and democratic political meémgarticipate in political life.

The Ministry of Justice instituted legal proceeginwith a view to having the Al-
Wefaq National Islamic Society dissolved. The casstied an urgent legal ruling ordering
the closure of the Society’s headquarters, theziingeof its financial assets and the
suspension of its activities pending a final judginen the case. The grounds for the ruling
were the Society’s practices that violated theqipie of respect for the rule of law and for
citizenship based on coexistence, tolerance anpecésfor others, the creation of an
environment conducive to terrorism, extremism aridlemce, and calls for foreign
intervention in the country’s internal affairs.

On 17 July 2016 the court handed down a judgmenterning the dissolution of
the aforementioned Society and liquidation of itsaficial assets. According to the
judgment, the defendant Society had persistentlgllemged the Constitution of the
Kingdom of Bahrain. It had also supported actsiofence by circulating photographs of
terrorists carrying sharp devices and claimingegbaceful demonstrators. The convicted
persons were also found to be jointly responsibteirfciting hatred of the regime, calling
for its overthrow, and insulting the judiciary atite executive. The Society used places of
worship as political platforms from which it contiously engaged in political activities.
The court also concluded that the defendant Sdsieligviant political activities included
incitement to violence and encouragement of dematishs and sit-ins that were likely to
result in sectarian unrest in the country. Thisstibuted a flagrant attack on established
constitutional rights and a manifest deviation lué Society’s political activities from the
provisions of the Political Associations Act.

The judgment corroborated the charges filed agjdives above-mentioned Society,
which benefited from all guarantees of self-defeaceorded by law. The Society did not
present a defence against the charges before tine notwithstanding their gravity and the
evidence on which they were based. This may be ddeim substantiate the charges
contained in the indictment.

As Al-Wefaq Society disapproved of the judgmentiléd appeal No. 3226 of 2016,
which was dismissed by the High Civil Court of Aphe

These proceedings confirm beyond doubt that thg#m of Bahrain endeavours
to protect political pluralism, as demonstrated thg existence of 17 legally licensed
political associations. It also seeks to promotengopolitical activity based on the rule of
law and rejection of violence and terrorism.

Il. Prosecution of Ali Salman

The incidents in which the person concerned was involved may be summarized
asfollows:

Incitement against the regime and advocacy ofrmegthange through the use of
force, intimidation and illegal means. He engagadiricitement and advocacy when
delivering sermons and speeches at diverse gatjseaind events. His speeches contained
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extremist propaganda condoning violent acts andtagk. He attributed a religious
dimension to action to change the regime and irdpii@t the struggle against it was a
religious duty. These criminal practices escalatethe point where he reiterated the threat
to use military force, openly stating that the taity option continued to exist as well as the
possibility of replicating at any time the actiomsdertaken abroad by certain groups and
factions, in line with current events in the regidfe also called on major powers to
intervene in Bahraini affairs in order to supparhhin changing the constitutional regime,
implying that such action would serve the interedtthe countries concerned.

The chargesfiled against him;

1. Promotion and approval of action to overthrowd @hange the political regime in
the country by force, intimidation and illegal meaiie called for the forceful overthrow
and change of the existing regime by resistingchentry’s authorities, urging people to
oppose them, threatening to resort to military dofor the purpose, referring to the
possibility of bearing arms to oppose the authesitind stating that the regime had lost its
legitimacy.

2. Public incitement of hatred and contempt of @ugrof people in a manner likely to
lead to a breach of the peace.

3. Public incitement of law-breaking and depictafrcrimes as permissible acts.

4, Publicly insulting a government institution, tMinistry of the Interior, publicly
describing its staff as mercenaries and claimirgt gfome of them belong to terrorist
organizations.

Thejudgments handed down

» Judgment of the lower court (the Fourth High Caurfjprisonment for four years
(two years for the second and fourth charges; disahiof the first charge; and two
years for the third charge).

» The convicted person appealed against the judgregetifically against the charges
that had led to a conviction. The Public ProsecsitOffice also appealed against the
dismissal of the first charge and requested a barsbntence for the charges that
had led to a conviction.

« On 30 May 2016 the High Appeal Court decided toeptc procedurally and
substantively, the appeals from the Public ProsesuOffice and the defence. It
dismissed the appeal filed by the defence, accepitedappeal by the Public
Prosecutor’s Office to sentence him to 7 years'risgmment for the first, second
and third charges, and supported the sentence pfsomment for 2 years for the
fourth charge, thereby increasing the total ternmgfrisonment to 9 years.

* On 3 October 2016 the Court of Cassation dismistiesl request to halt
implementation of the penalty and decided to défeconsideration of the appeal
until 17 October 2016, when the judgment would deded down.

» On 17 October 2016 the Court of Cassation decidestt aside the judgment of the
Appeal Court and to refer the case back to the Higbeal Court.
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Geneva, 20th Oct 2016
1/5 (4)- 279 (NM)

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain to the United
Nations Office and other international organizations at Geneva presents its
compliments to the Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights in
Geneva (OHCHR), and would like to refer to the urgent joint communication,
AL BHR 2/2016, dated 7 July 2016, sent by the Special Rapporteur on the
promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression;
the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of
association; and the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
defenders, on the information received concerning the alleged condemnation of
Mr. Ali Salman to 9 years of imprisonment as well as the suspension of Al
Wefaq National Islamic Society.

In this regards, the Mission has the honor to enclose herewith the reply
from the Kingdom of Bahrain on the aforementioned joint communication, in
Arabic Language.

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights
in Geneva the assurances of its highest consideration.

Mr. Karim Ghezraoui

Chief a.i.

Special Procedures Branch
OHCHR

Palais Wilson

Rue des Paquis 52

1201 Geneve, Switzerland

Fax : +41 22 917 9006 / 9179008

Mission Permanents du Royaume du Bahreln auprés de 'Offica des Nations Unies Genéve/Vienne: C.P. 39, 1292 Chambesy Geneve, Suisse
Tel: (+41) 22 758 96 40, Fax: {+41} 22 758 96 50 - E-mail: geneva mission@mofa.gov.bh
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