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  (Translated from Russian) 

Information on the handling of the criminal case 
against E. Lykov from the competent agencies 
in the Republic of Belarus 

General information 

Procedures for detaining crime suspects 

 When a regional law enforcement agency receives a report that a crime has been 
committed, the requisite steps are promptly taken by its staff to identify the parties 
involved. At the initial stage of crime investigation, steps are taken to collect material 
evidence, identify possible witnesses and uncover information pointing to the perpetrator. 

 The alleged perpetrator of the crime is arrested. In accordance with article 11 of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure, no one may be arrested, without lawful grounds, on suspicion 
of committing a crime. 

 Under article 110 of the Code, directly after the person under arrest is brought to the 
criminal investigation unit by the officer who made the arrest, a report is drawn up. It 
indicates the grounds, place and time (hour and minute) of the arrest, the results of the body 
search and the time at which the report was produced. 

 The person under arrest is shown the report and informed of the rights set out in 
article 41 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, including the right to call upon defence 
counsel and give evidence in his or her presence. These steps are noted down in the report, 
which is signed by the reporting officer and the person under arrest. 

 Within three hours of the time the person is brought to the criminal investigation 
unit, the investigating authorities and the procurator must decide either to keep the person 
in police custody, for which purpose an order must be issued, forming the legal basis for 
short-term detention in the premises and under the conditions prescribed by law, or to 
release the person. The order is shown to the person under arrest. 

Procedures for applying the death penalty 

 Article 24 of the Constitution states that everyone has the right to life. The State is to 
protect the lives of individuals from any unlawful attacks. Until its abolition, the death 
penalty may be applied, in accordance with the law, as an exceptional form of punishment 
for particularly serious crimes, and only by verdict of a court of law. 

 Through this constitutional provision, the inalienable right of all persons to life and 
the duty of the State to protect the lives of individuals from unlawful attack have been 
proclaimed in Belarus. It was in the interests of guaranteeing the human right to life that the 
Constitution permitted the death penalty to be applied, while at the same time underlining 
the exceptional and provisional nature of this measure. 

 According to article 8, paragraph 1, of the Constitution, Belarus acknowledges the 
primacy of the universally acknowledged principles of international law and ensures the 
concordance of its laws with them. 
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 The Universal Declaration of Human Rights proclaimed the right to life as the 
primordial right of each individual (art. 3). This right is also enunciated and guaranteed in 
other international instruments. 

 Article 6 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which Belarus 
has ratified, states, inter alia, that every human being has the inherent right to life and that 
that right must be protected by law. No one may be arbitrarily deprived of his life. In 
countries that have not abolished the death penalty, the sentence of death may be imposed 
only for the most serious crimes, in accordance with the law in force at the time of the 
crime’s commission (paras. 1 and 2). 

 The Covenant states that the death penalty must be an exceptional measure and that 
its imposition is justified only for the most serious crimes and for a limited group of 
individuals. It also underscores the determination of States to abolish the death penalty and 
supports the evolution of their legislation in this direction. 

 These international instruments underscore the exceptional as well as the provisional 
nature of the death penalty, reflecting the modern approach to its use, and the determination 
of States to gradually abolish its application.  

 The commitment of Belarus to the worldwide trend towards gradual abolition of 
capital punishment may be observed in the evolution of its criminal legislation. 

 Article 59 of its Criminal Code permits the application, as an exceptional measure, 
and pending its abolition, of the death penalty: execution by firing squad for certain 
particularly serious crimes involving the deliberate taking of human life under aggravating 
circumstances. 

 However, the death penalty may not be imposed on a person who commits a crime 
while under the age of 18; women; and men aged 65 or over when the sentence is handed 
down. 

 The death penalty may be commuted to life imprisonment through a petition for 
clemency. 

 In fact, therefore, the legislation of Belarus sets more severe limitations upon the use 
of the death penalty than does article 6 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights. 

 The legal situation of persons sentenced to death and the procedure for carrying out 
a death sentence are governed by chapter 22 of the Penalties Enforcement Code. 

Legal situation of persons sentenced to death (article 174 of the Code) 

 1. Persons sentenced to death are detained under heightened security in 
individual cells. They perform the same duties and have the same rights as those of all 
persons being held in detention centres to serve their sentences, although death row 
prisoners do not have the right to take exercise. 

 2. After the sentence has become enforceable, death row prisoners have the 
right to: 

 Appeal for clemency in the manner prescribed by law;  

 Meet with a lawyer or other persons having the right to provide legal assistance, 
without restriction on the length or number of visits; 

 Receive and send letters with no restrictions; 

 Have one brief meeting a month with close relatives; 
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 Receive one parcel or delivery every three months, in accordance with the 
regulations set by the prison administration, obtain in the course of a month food products 
by cashless settlement and other essential items with cash from their personal accounts, 
including monies received by postal order, in the amount set for persons held in high 
security prisons; 

 Make formal arrangements for the legal validity of essential civil, legal, marital and 
family relationships; 

 Meet with members of the clergy; 

 Receive medical care as needed. 

Procedure for carrying out the death penalty (article 175 of the Penalties Enforcement 
Code) 

 1. When a death sentence becomes enforceable, it is carried out following 
receipt of an official communication certifying that appeals lodged under supervisory 
procedures and petitions for pardon have been denied. 

 2. The death penalty is carried out in private, by firing squad. When several 
condemned prisoners are to be put to death, each execution is carried out separately, with 
no other prisoners sentenced to death being present. 

 3. The death penalty is carried out in the presence of the procurator, a 
representative of the facility in which the sentence is being implemented and a physician. 
The procurator may authorize other persons to be present at the execution in exceptional 
cases. 

 4. A death certificate is drawn up by the physician. A report is drafted on the 
enforcement of the sentence. 

 5. The prison administration is obliged to inform the court which delivered the 
sentence that it has been enforced, and the court notifies a member of the person’s 
immediate family. The corpse is not surrendered for burial, and no information is provided 
on the place of burial. 

Stay of execution of the death penalty (article 176 of the Penalties Enforcement Code) 

 1. Should signs of psychiatric disorder (illness) be observed in a person 
condemned to death, the prison administration must arrange for a medical examination by a 
team of three medical specialists, and a report on the examination must be produced. 

 2. If it is determined that the convicted person is suffering from a psychiatric 
disorder (illness) that prevents him or her from understanding his or her actions, the death 
penalty is not carried out and the report on the medical examination is sent to the court that 
handed down the sentence. 

 3. The court pronounces a stay of execution of the convicted person referred to 
in paragraph 2 of this article and orders compulsory restraint and treatment measures in 
accordance with the Criminal Code. 

 4. If the convicted person’s mental health is restored, the court that handed 
down the death sentence determines whether it should be carried out or replaced by another 
form of punishment. 

The criminal case against E. Lykov 

 Eduard Yevgenevich Lykov: Born 15 March 1960, in Moscow, Russian 
Federation, Belarusian citizen, secondary school education, divorced, no fixed residence, 
numerous prior convictions, most recently on 1 October 2008, to two and a half years’ 
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imprisonment in conformity with article 206, paragraph 2, article 73, paragraph 1 and 
article 107 of the Criminal Code. 

 Mr. Lykov was arrested on 22 September 2011 on strong suspicion of having 
committed the crime described in article 139, paragraph 2 (2), of the Criminal Code 
(deliberate murder of a person known to be a minor, elderly or defenceless). The basis for 
the criminal case against E. Lykov was the discovery, on 18 September 2011, of the corpse 
of N.T. Grigorenko (born 1937), exhibiting signs of foul play. 

 On 30 September 2011, Mr. Lykov was sentenced to pretrial detention as a 
preventive measure. 

 The investigation showed that from 1 to 3 p.m. on 18 September 2011, in a shed in 
the yard at 10 Vokzal Street, Zhdanovich village, Minsk district, Mr. Lykov had a number 
of drinks with the elderly Ms. Grigorenko (born 1937). He subsequently quarrelled with her 
and struck her on the head at least six times with a metal pipe with intent to kill, causing 
serious bodily injuries of which Ms. Grigorenko died on the spot. After murdering Ms. 
Grigorenko, Mr. Lykov stole 150,000 Belarusian roubles from her jacket pocket. 

 Investigative work likewise confirmed Mr. Lykov’s involvement in four other 
murders. 

 It was thus established that from 6 p.m. on 9 October 2002 to 6 a.m. on 10 October, 
Mr. Lykov was in the home of V.P. Gladkov and R.I. Gladkova at No. 19, Kirsh village, 
Minsk district. After having had a number of drinks there, Mr. Lykov became hostile 
towards Mr. Gladkov, got into an argument with him and landed several blows on his head 
and body with his fists, with a block of wood and with an article designed for ironing 
clothes. When Mr. Gladkov’s mother, Ms. Gladkova, attempted to separate them, Mr. 
Lykov stabbed her at least eight times, injuring the vital organs, and Ms. Gladkova died of 
these mortal wounds on the spot. These acts were carried out with particular cruelty, in the 
knowledge that to deliberately murder Mr. Gladov’s own mother before his very eyes 
would cause him untold pain and suffering. Then, for the purpose of concealing the murder 
of Ms. Gladkov, Mr. Lykov deliberately hit Mr. Gladkov on the head with a hatchet at least 
five times, inflicting such mortal wounds that Mr. Gladkov died on the spot. 

 It has also been established that sometime in the first half of June 2004, but not 
before 10 June, at No. 4, apartment 17, Novaya Gozha village, Grodnensky district, at 
around 4 p.m., Mr. Lykov, having had several drinks with A.I. Fondov, struck him at least 
14 times with a hatchet and a knife, showing hostility, particular cruelty and an intent to 
kill. The wounds were inflicted on vital organs (head, spine), causing injuries of which Mr. 
Fondov died on the spot. Afterwards, in order to cover up the killing, Mr. Lykov 
dismembered the corpse, loaded it onto a cart, carried it off into the forest and buried it. 

 It has been established that on the evening of 19 March 2011, at No. 4, apartment 
17, in Novaya Gozha village, Grodnensky district, Mr. Lykov, in a drunken state after 
having several drinks with S.V. Kashperova, deliberately struck her no less than five times 
with a dumbbell and a knife, with intent to kill, hitting the vital organs (head, spine). He 
then pulled a strip of cloth around the victim’s neck, inflicting grave bodily injuries from 
which Ms. Kashperova died on the spot. 

 During the pretrial investigations and trial proceedings, Mr. Lykov freely admitted 
that he was guilty of the above-mentioned crimes. 

 His account of the specific circumstances of the crimes was confirmed by the 
testimony of investigators and experts, by a review of the evidence at the scene of the 
crimes and by the findings of crime experts, geneticists, biologists and forensic scientists. 
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 As part of the investigations concerning Mr. Lykov, a barrage of clinical, 
psychiatric and psychological tests was carried out by court order. According to the 
findings, he is suffering from no permanent or temporary psychiatric disease or disorder, 
mental retardation or mental illness, he is fully aware of and responsible for his actions and 
is capable of standing trial. At the time when the acts in question were committed, he was 
fully aware of what he was doing and in control of his actions. 

 At all stages of the preliminary investigation, Mr. Lykov was accorded the services 
of court-ordered counsel. The Office of the Procurator monitored the legality of the pretrial 
investigations. No evidence of infringement of the legislation on criminal procedure 
was uncovered. 

 No signs of psychological pressure on Mr. Lykov by the persons interrogating him 
or other persons were discovered. 

 Mr. Lykov was charged with multiple offences under article 139, paragraph 2 (2), 
(6), (8), (10) and (16); article 139, paragraph 2; and article 205, paragraph 2, of the 
Criminal Code in relation to five cases of homicide with aggravating circumstances and 
robbery. 

 On 21 December 2012, the criminal case against Mr. Lykov was referred to the 
Office of the Procurator for action by the courts. 

 On 25 November 2013, Mr. Lykov was sentenced by the criminal chamber of the 
Minsk regional court, under article 205, paragraph 2, in conjunction with article 65, 
paragraph 2, of the Criminal Code, to 2 years’ imprisonment, and for the multiple offences 
envisaged in article 139, paragraph 2 (2), (6), (8), (10) and (16), of the Criminal Code, to 
the ultimate penalty. 

 The court convicted Mr. Lykov of the premeditated and illegal taking of the life 
(murder) of a person known to be elderly, a person who was merely fulfilling her civic 
duty; a murder that was committed with particular cruelty, for the purpose of concealing 
another crime, by a repeat offender in the commission of murder and theft (robbery). 

 The court’s finding of Mr. Lykov as guilty of these crimes is based on the evidence 
amassed, which was comprehensively and thoroughly reviewed during the trial and 
pronounced admissible and reliable. 

 Under article 72, paragraph 4, of the Criminal Code, by which a less severe penalty 
is absorbed into a stronger one, Mr. Lykov was condemned to the ultimate penalty – capital 
punishment. 

 Based on the findings of clinical, psychiatric and psychological examinations 
carried out by court order, Mr. Lykov was pronounced cognizant of his actions. 

 The court of first instance that processed the case found no signs of the breach of 
any of the legislative provisions on criminal procedure, which ensure that the right of due 
process is upheld, including the provisions regulating the grounds and conditions for 
detention of the suspect, the use of pretrial detention as a preventive measure and the 
prolongation of pretrial detention. 

 The court proceedings in the criminal case were held in open court. 

 The Minsk regional court’s verdict regarding Mr. Lykov did not enter into effect 
because it was appealed by the defendant and his counsel to a higher court. 

 In view of this appeal, the Supreme Court is to rule on whether this verdict was 
lawful and well founded. 
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 The Supreme Court is scheduled to consider the criminal case against Mr. Lykov at 
9.30 a.m. on 15 April 2014. 

    


















