Reply of the Algerian Government to the joint appeal from the Special Rapporteur for

the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression and the

Special Rapporteur on the independence of Judges and L awyer s concer ning the case of
Mohammed Abdelkader Belbouri

The facts of the case go back to 23 April 2011 whkmed Karoumi was found assassinated
at the headquarters office of the Democratic andaBdovement (MDS) in Oran, and his
car had disappeared.

The investigation conducted by the security autlewiarrived at the involvement of
Mohammed Abdelkader Belbouri in the commissionh# €rime since he confessed to the
offences levelled against him and gave preciseldethout the relationship that linked him
with Ahmed Karoumi and the circumstances in whioh ¢rime was committed, but did not
reveal the place in which the victim’s car was ®fbund. He stated that he was with the
victim when there was a verbal disagreement betweem that came to blows, and this led
the accused to push the victim against the waltéewihe second time he hit his head on the
base of the toilet. He then pushed him a third tivigen he fell against the toilet bowl. The
accused then thumped the victim’s head againdidia several times.

Moreover, the accused bore traces of an injuryciwhie stated was the result of falling from
his motorcycle, but after he was presented to tedical examiner it appeared that his injury
was not the result of the fall.

The analysis carried out by the scientific labonattound three of Mohammed Abdelkader
Belbouri’s fingerprints on a newspaper discoveretha scene of the crime. In addition to
these fingerprints, a quantity of the suspect’'®8lwas found on a towel in the same place.

The report of the autopsy carried out on the vicihmed Karoumi by the medical examiner
found that death was the result of deep woundsdakull as the result of a criminal act.

Mohammed Abdelkader Belbouri has not lodged anincia which he complains of ill-
treatment or violation of his rights since the loegng of the proceedings, from the initial
investigations until the prosecution.

Based on the results obtained from the suspectifessions to the crimes committed and the
overwhelming scientific evidence, the Prosecutortitd Republic of the court of Oran
charged Mohammed Abdelkader Belbouri with the fglohfirst degree murder with malice
aforethought and theft under articles 254, 255, 256, 261 and 350 of the Criminal Code.
Currently his case has been deferred to a latenircai session on the basis of a request by the
suspect’s lawyer in order to prepare his defence.

It is clear from the above that the information teomed in the letter of appeal from the two
Special Rapporteurs is untrue, particularly whagagl regarding violations of the rights of
the accused during the initial investigations ahd judicial investigations, destruction of
evidence by the security authorities, the inadeguscthe evidence to attribute criminal
liability to the accused, rejection by the inveatigg judge of the accused’s lawyer’s requests
for forensic examinations, failure to guaranteaiatfial, and a connection between the death
of Ahmed Karoumi and his meeting and discussiorh wiite Special Rapporteur for the



promotion and protection of the right to freedomopinion and expression, Mr. Frank La
Rue, during his visit to Algeria.
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La Mission permanente de la République Algérienne Démocratique et
Populaire auprés de 1’Office des Nations Unies et des Organisations
internationales en Suisse présente ses compliments au Bureau du Haut-
Commissaire des Nations Unies aux Droits de I’Homme, Secrétariat des
procédures spéciales, et comme suite a la note ALG/S0214(67-17)G/SO
214 (3-3-16)dza5/2013, du 03 octobre 2013, concernant une lettre
d’allégation conjointe de procédures spéciales, a I’honneur de lui faire
parvenir, en annexe, la réponse du Gouvernement algérien a ce sujet.

La Mission permanente de la République Algérienne Démocratique et
Populaire auprés de I’Office des Nations Unies et des Organisations
internationales en Suisse, saurait gré au secrétariat des procédures
speéciales, de bien vouloir accuser réception de ’envoi du Gouvernement
algérien.

La Mission permanente de la République Algérienne Démocratique et
Populaire saisit cette occasion pour renouveler 4 I’Office du Haut-
Commissaire des Nations Unies aux Droits de I’Homme, Secrétariat des
procédures spéciales , I’assurance de sa haute considérationaL

Genéve, le 26 décembre 2013
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