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Reply to Joint Urgent Appeal No. UA G/SO  214(67-17) Assembly & Association (2010-1) 
G/SO 214 (107-9) BHR 10/2012  of 18 October 2012 sent to the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
by the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of 
opinion and expression, the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful 
assembly and of association, and the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights 
defenders, concerning allegations they have received of harassment, threats and acts of 
reprisal against Mr. Mohammed Al-Maskati, Ms. Maryam Al-Khawaja, Dr. Nada Dhaif, 
Dr. Mondher Al-Khoor, Ms. Jalila Al-Salman and Mr. Said Yousif Al-Muhafdah. 

 

 With reference to the aforementioned urgent appeal and with regard to the veracity of the 

alleged facts in the urgent appeal, we offer the following summary in response to the above. 

1. According to the urgent appeal, Mr. Mohammed Al-Maskati has received threats 

because of his participation in the session of the United Nations Human Rights 

Council, and his family has also been subjected to harassment by telephone. In 

relation to this, we should like to inform you that the person concerned has not lodged 

any report or complaint on this matter to enable the Ministry of the Interior to take 

investigatory measures. 

Through the investigation conducted by the Ministry of the Interior concerning an 

incident of unlawful assembly (in contravention of Legislative Decree No. 18 of 1973 

on public meetings, marches and assemblies, amended by Law No. 32 of 2006 and 

the Bahrain Criminal Code) of a group of people opposed to the regime, and rioters 

on 12 October 2012, a video clip has been obtained of the aforementioned assembly 

in which Mr. Mohammed Al-Maskati can be seen in the crowd. The clip was shown 

to the public prosecutor with the rest of the judicial report. The public prosecutor took 

the decision to detain the persons accused in the case pending investigation, 

summoned Mr. Mohammed Al-Maskati and questioned him about what was 

attributed to him. 

Moreover, he was summoned by means of an order to attend and appeared on the 

morning of 16 October 2012 at approximately 11 am, when he was questioned about 

what was attributed to him (a charge of riotous assembly and participation in an 
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unlicensed march) under article 178 of the Bahraini Criminal Code and his statement 

was taken in the presence of his lawyer. We also indicate that while he was in the 

police station he was not under arrest or in detention, but stayed for the period needed 

to take his statement and to complete the evidence procedures and the preliminary 

report for his appearance before the public prosecutor. We inform you that the 

proceedings taken against the aforementioned are not exceptional proceedings but 

ordinary proceedings taken against him following his commission of criminal acts 

under domestic law. 

The accused appeared before the public prosecutor on the morning of 17 October and 

the public prosecutor took the decision to release him, ensuring his place of residence.  

2. With regard to the inability of the lawyer of Mr. Mohammed Al-Maskati to obtain 

access to him in the police station, we insist that this claim is untrue as both the 

lawyer Ms. Munar Mekki and the lawyer Mr. Mohammed Jasim were with him when 

he was summoned to the police station on 16 October 2012 and throughout the time 

his statement was taken in the police station. It should be noted that the room in 

which reports are taken down in the station are equipped with cameras to make 

audiovisual recordings, and that both the lawyers referred to were with the accused in 

the room and this is proven in the report of the police proceedings. 

3. The urgent appeal states that Ms. Maryam Al-Khawaja and Dr. Nada Dhaif have been 

targeted with sexually abusive and offensive remarks on social networking sites. This 

was investigated and such abuse was found on the social networking sites, although 

neither of the aforementioned submitted any report to the competent authorities in 

order to enable investigatory measures to be taken, this type of offence requiring a 

complaint to be lodged by the victim in order to enable the necessary legal 

proceedings to be instituted to investigate the case, according to the text of article 9 of 

the Code of Criminal Procedure, which sets out the offences that require a complaint 

by the victim or his/her agent in order for an investigation to be instituted. 

4. Moreover, neither Dr. Mondher Al-Khoor nor Ms. Jalila Al-Salman nor Mr. Said 

Yousif Al-Muhafdah has made any report concerning the claims contained in the 
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urgent appeal that their names and photographs were published in the newspaper Al-

Watan, and we note that in order for an investigation to be instituted in such cases, a 

complaint by the victim is required in accordance with the Code of Criminal 

Procedure, as mentioned in the previous paragraph. 

5. On 1 October 2012, Mr. Faisal Hiatt, whose name was not mentioned in the urgent 

appeal, lodged a complaint against Ehab Al-Ahmad, a journalist at the newspaper Al-

Watan, with an accusation of defamation and slander publicly in the newspaper. The 

complainant reported that, following his return from a conference in Geneva where he 

was a member of the delegation of Bahrain at the session of the Human Rights 

Council, his photograph appeared in the newspaper Al-Watan with others 

participating with him in the conference and he was accused of being a traitor who 

had defamed Bahrain and of obtaining foreign funding to achieve unlawful purposes. 

He accused Ehab Al-Ahmad of responsibility for the article that was published. An 

appointment was made summoning the complainant and his representative on 23 

October 2012. The lawyer attended and requested that the session be postponed until 

5 November 2012. The complainant was summoned on that date and questioned and 

it was established that he had been subjected to slander in the aforementioned article. 

The victim suffered after that, seeing his name on a webpage, specifically on a 

Twitter page, and he had been placed on a list of shame. As a result, he was 

summoned by the investigative committee of the Ministry of Education and Training. 

His reputation had been tarnished by the media activity and he accused Ehab Al-

Ahmad of being responsible for what was published in the article because the article 

did not contain the name of its editor but the person complained of is responsible for 

political and parliamentary affairs at the newspaper Al-Watan. Investigations into the 

case continue. 

In conclusion, we note the commitment of the Kingdom of Bahrain to the content of the 

international human rights treaties and charters referred to in the urgent appeal, and its adherence 

to the provisions expressly stipulated in those charters as to the necessity of compliance with the 

law when exercising those rights. 
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The competent authorities in the Kingdom of Bahrain strive to protect all individuals and to 

respect the rights of all persons without exception and take all legal measures when they receive 

reports from individuals in order to facilitate the capture of the perpetrators of the criminal acts 

that are the subject of the reports and to bring them to justice. 

 

END 








