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Memorandum in reply to 

Joint Urgent Appeal No. UA G/SO 214 (67-17) Assembly & Association (2010-1) G/SO 214 
(107-9) BHR 8/2012 dated 5 October 2012 from the Special Rapporteur on the promotion 
and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression; the Special Rapporteur 
on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association; and the Special 
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders 

 

According to information provided by the police, on Thursday, 2 August 2012 at 11.20 pm, the 
defendant Ms. Zainab Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja stood in the street near the Al Qadam roundabout 
and committed acts criminalized under the Bahraini Criminal Code, which resulted in 
obstruction of the movement of traffic. A police patrol approached her and asked her to get into 
the car, but she refused. After about an hour a female citizen arrived and asked her not to 
obstruct movement and she got into the patrol car of her own accord and was taken to the police 
station, where she refused to make any statement and refused to have her statement taken down 
except in the presence of her lawyer. She was allowed to contact him and said he would not be 
attending. During her presence in the women’s police division at the station, she tore up two 
pictures of His Majesty the King that were hanging in the corridor and did so in the presence of 
one of the officers. 

The public prosecutor conducted the interrogations on 4 August 2012, charged her with the 
damage and ordered her detention for seven days. On 9 August 2012 she was referred in 
detention  to the Lower Criminal Court and the session 14 August 2012 was set for consideration 
of the case, which extended over six sessions, during which the defence of the accused and the 
testimony of the prosecution witnesses were heard. On 26 September 2012 the sentence of two 
months’ immediate imprisonment was handed down. The accused served the sentence and was 
released on 2 October 2012, and not on 4 October 2012 as stated in the appeal. She appealed 
against the sentence and the session of 11 December 2012 has been set for the hearing before the 
Third Higher Criminal Court. 

Moreover, the aforementioned has not submitted to any official body a complaint that she was 
subjected to torture or ill treatment, but during her questioning by the public prosecutor she 
stated that an officer pushed and insulted her during her time in the police station. The veracity 
of this was not proven by the investigations. 

With regard to the period of detention, it was within the powers granted in law to all official 
agencies since, within the period of 48 hours the police were authorized to detain her following 
her arrest, she was brought before the public prosecutor who, after questioning her, ordered her 
detention for seven days; on the fifth day she was referred in detention to the trial court, which 
considered the case, keeping the accused in detention until judgment was handed down in 
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accordance with articles 137 and 138 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, particularly since the 
accused was on trial on a charge of damage for which the penalty is imprisonment for a period 
not exceeding one year and a fine not exceeding one hundred dinars or one of those penalties. 

As for what is said about her remaining in handcuffs in the detention centre, this claim is untrue. 
After her arrest she was asked to get into the vehicle so she could be taken to hospital for 
examination but she refused and, after several attempts to persuade her, she began to use her 
hands to prevent the female police officers taking her to the hospital. She was handcuffed from 
the front for her safety and the safety of the police officers escorting her because of her frequent 
movement. By the time she arrived at the hospital she had calmed down and the handcuffs were 
removed. 

With regard to the claim that the aforementioned was assaulted by the security forces, the urgent 
appeal containing the claim that she was shot by security forces using tear gas canisters at close 
range, we have no report or complaint from the defendant concerning this matter, and it should 
be mentioned that on 3 August 2012 during the medical examination of the aforementioned (a 
procedure that takes place before any detainee is placed in detention) she had a splint on her right 
leg and she said she had broken it sometime previously. An appointment was therefore made for 
her with an orthopaedist at the medical centre to follow up the injury but, on the day of the 
appointment (6 August 2012), she refused to go. 

Lastly, the defendant Zainab Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja has been referred to the criminal courts for 
criminal offences, namely insulting public officials, obstructing the movement of traffic, and 
damage. 

END 








