
The Permanent Mission of the Kyrgyz Republic to the United Nations 
Office and other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliment to the 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and in reply to communication 
from the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief and the 

Independent Expert on minority issues № G/SO 214 (56-23) Minorities (2005-4) 
KGZ 4/2012 dated 25 June 2012 has the honor to forward the information provided 
by the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic concerning the incident of the 

destruction of the Jehovah’s Witnesses Kingdom Hall in Toktogul.  
 
The Permanent Mission kindly requests the distinguished Office to 

confirm the receipt of this Note. 
 
 The Permanent Mission avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Office 
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights the assurances of its highest 
consideration. 
 
 
       Geneva, 4 October 2012 
 
  Enclosure: abovementioned information in Russian, 2 pages. 
 
The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
 
Geneva 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Information, provided by the law enforcement authorities of the Kyrgyz 

Republic in response to the joint communication from the Special 

Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief and the Independent Expert on 

minority issues. 

 

 

 On May 13, 2012, a house of worship (Kingdom Hall) of the protestant 

sect “Jehovah’s Witnesses” located at № 2, Ashyrov St., Toktogul, Toktogul 

Region, Dzhalal-Abad Oblast, was destroyed by unidentified individuals. 

 

 The Investigation Unit of Toktogul Regional Office of the Ministry of 

Internal Affairs instituted criminal case № 46-10-198 in accordance with Part 2, 

paragraph 3 of Article 221 of the Criminal Code of the Kyrgyz Republic. Later on 

this criminal case was suspended pursuant to Part 1, paragraph 3 of Article 221 

of the Criminal Procedure Code of the Kyrgyz Republic. After the incident 

referred to above members of the sect, being concerned for their security, left the 

territory of Chujskyi Oblast of the Kyrgyz Republic. 

 

 In the beginning of April of 2012 members of the sect returned to 

Toktogul and initiated works to restore their house of worship without notifying 

local authorities and law enforcement bodies thus causing discontent on the part 

of local residents. On April 27, 2012, officers of Toktogul District Office of the 

Ministry of Internal Affairs accompanied by officials from the Regional State 

National Security Service, head of the village council and local residents came to 

the sect’s construction site. Mrs. Ashyrbekova residing at №18, Ashyrova St., 

Toktogul, demanded that members of the sect stop reconstruction works and 

leave the area. Officers of Toktogul Regional Office of the Ministry of Internal 

Affairs and officials from the Regional State National Security Service explained 

the situation to the local residents following which the residents dispersed. 

 

 On May 7, 2012, a petition signed by 52 residents of the village was 

submitted to the Regional Administration, Regional Office of the Ministry of 

Internal Affairs, Regional State National Security Service and Regional 

Prosecutor’s Office in which local residents demanded that members of 

“Jehovah’s Witnesses” stop their activities and be deported from the area. 

 

 It should be noted that despite local residents’ discontent members of 

sect kept on rebuilding their house of worship thus exacerbating the situation in 

the village. On May 10, 2012, unidentified individuals hurled stones at the place 

of worship causing significant damage. The following morning the leader of the 

sect Mr. Kojamamatov filed a case with the Regional Office of the Ministry of 

Internal Affairs. Information concerning this incident was registered by the 

police (entry № 59 dated May 11, 2012) then it was entered in the Book of 

Record of Committed Offences and Crimes of the Regional Office of the Ministry 

of Internal Affairs (registration № 238) and integrated in the criminal case № 

46-12-127. 

 

 In order to prevent such incidents in the future police officers met with 

the representatives of the local council, local residents and members of the sect 



and once again explained and clarified the situation. However, on the night of 

May 17, 2012, unidentified individuals set the sect’s house of worship on fire. 

Relevant facts of the offence were registered in the Book of Record of Committed 

Offences and Crimes of Toktogul Regional Office of the Ministry of Internal 

Affairs and criminal case № 46-12-127 was instituted under Article 174 of the 

Criminal Code of the Kyrgyz Republic. 

 

 As a result of operational and investigative activities conducted by the 

police five accessories to this crime were identified: Mrs. Asharbekova Kalyia 

(born in 1957), Mr. Tynybek uulu Nursultan (born in 1996), Mr. Maten uulu Emir 

(born in 1993), Mr. Mirlanov Arstan (born in 1996) and Mr. Bekturusun uulu 

Myktybek (born in 1996). 

 

 The individuals referred to above were charged with committing a crime 

under Articles 299, 174, 167 and 234 of the Criminal Code of the Kyrgyz 

Republic. 

 

 No claims or complaints concerning the incidents that took place on May 

13, 15 and 16, 2012, were lodged with Toktogul Regional Office of the Ministry of 

Internal Affairs by members of “Jehovah’s Witnesses”. In accordance with Order 

№ 69 of the State Commission on Religious Affairs under the Government of the 

Kyrgyz Republic dated June 12, 2012, permission for “Jehovah’s Witnesses” to 

carry out religious activities on the territory of Toktogul Region was withdrawn.  








