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No.GJ/103/2015

The Permanent Mission of the People’s Republic of China to the
United Nations Office at Geneva and other International Organizations in
Switzerland presents its compliments to the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights and with reference to the latter’s
communication [UA CHN 6/2015] dated 15 July 2015, has the honour
to transmit herewith the attached reply by the Chinese Government.

The Permanent Mission of the People’s Republic of China to the
United Nations Office at Geneva and other International Organizations in
Switzerland avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights the assurances of its highest
consideration. '

Ofﬁ-ce of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
GENEVA




HRC/NONE/2015/140

(Translated from Chinese)

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of communication No. UA CHN 6/2015 of 15
July 2015 from the Chair of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, the Special
Rapporteur on the promotion of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, the
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders, the Special Rapporteur
on the independence of judges and lawyers, the Special Rapporteur on torture and
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment and the Special Rapporteur
on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association, of the United
Nations Human Rights Council. The Chinese Government has made careful inquiries
into the matter referred to in the communication and wishes to make the following

reply:

First, beginning in July 2012, Zhou Shifeng, the director of the Beijing Fengrui
Law Firm, and others organized a succession of plots promoting dozens of attacks on
public security, prosecutorial and judicial bodies and gathered crowds in public places
to create a disturbance and block traffic. With Zhou Shifeng as leader, this band of
lawyers also incited web users to harass government employees with telephone calls
and to threaten, insult and slander judges and public security officers in the
performance of their duties. Behind the Beijing Fengrui Law Firm was a network of
lawyers, behind-the-scenes plotters and “interviewers” with their own agendas.
Dozens of lawyers who were making a show of defending people’s rights and the
public good were, behind the scenes, sacrificing the interests of the people concerned
for their own fame and monetary gain. The public security bodies are now
investigating the persons in question on suspicion of illegal criminal activities. Nine
lawyers and other persons involved, including Zhou Shifeng and Wang Yu, have been
subjected to criminal coercive measures (arrest), in accordance with the law. Zhou
Shifeng and the other lawyers used the law as a front, conspicuously operating and
swindling people over an extended period, fomenting trouble and instigating
problems, far exceeding the legally established scope of a lawyer’s work. They are
suspected of serious violations of the professional ethics of lawyers and of interfering
in the normal administration of justice and disturbing social and public order.

Second, in China, lawyers are essential to administering the State in accordance
with the rule of law and are an important force for building a socialist State governed
by the rule of law. The number of lawyers in China increased from 137,000 in 2002 to
271,000 in 2014, and for seven consecutive years beginning in 2007 their numbers
grew by 10 per cent annually. There are now more than 20,000 law firms. Some 2.8
million lawsuits are taken on every year, and about 1 million are handled without
litigation; more than 360,000 cases are undertaken as legal aid, and 2.3 million cases
are handled on a public interest, pro bono basis.

The overwhelming majority of lawyers are able to work within the law and
perform their duties with integrity; they have actively promoted the creation of a State
governed by the rule of law and the development of a service-economy society. It is
lawyers, as legal practitioners, who must be the resolute defenders of the law, and not
the other way around. China is a State based on the rule of law, and anyone who
violates the law must be subject to investigation and punishment, in accordance with
the law. China has, in accordance with the law, investigated and prosecuted each of
these lawyers who have committed legal offences, so as to observe the principle of the
rule of law, to safeguard the objective need for normal social order, and, above all, to
defend the interests of the overwhelming majority of lawyers who perform their duties
in accordance with the law — which will help to create a favorable environment in
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which the vast numbers of lawyers can perform their work and promote the healthy
development of the legal profession.
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