(Trandlated from Arabic)

Reply of the Tunisian Government to the allegations contained in the communication
dated 1 December 2014 from the Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on
Arbitrary Detention and the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment or punishment concerning the arrest of Karim Rhimi on 19
September 2014

Inquiries conducted by the National Unit for thevéstigation of Terrorist Crimes
led to Karim Rhimi (born on 24 March 1992 and residin the Nour neighbourhood of
Kasserine). His name arose in statements made lblytigin Abdel Majid al-Obaidi to the
effect that Rhimi was aware of al-Obaidi’s terropfan to sabotage a gas pipeline between
Algeria and Italy at a point where it runs throdgth-Muthnaniya” area in Kasserine, and
that Rhimi was preparing to travel to Syria or Itagoin one of the armed groups operating
there.

Contrary to the allegations contained in the comigation, the case was handled
from the start and at all stages in coordinatioth e Office of the Public Prosecutor, in
the person of the deputy State prosecutor for istroases at the court of first instance in
Tunis. The requisite legal authorizations weredally obtained (a search warrant for a
private dwelling dated 19 September 2014), andstiepect was detained pending further
investigation in full compliance with article 13shdf the Code of Criminal Procedure.

The allegations contained in the communicatiorersd that Karim Rhimi was not
allowed to meet with his lawyer or any members isffamily while in detention. In fact,
Tunisian law does not allow a lawyer to be preséomgside criminal investigation officers
unless a judicial request for assistance has besle nThis matter is regulated by Act No.
17 of 2007, dated 22 March 2007, which added argkparagraph to article 57 of the Code
of Criminal Procedure whereby a lawyer may be presaly if there has been a request for
judicial assistance and, in such circumstances|atwger attends only in order to gain an
understanding of the manner in which the invesogaproceedings are being conducted. In
the case in question, there was no such judiciplest for assistance.

Tunisian law does, however, require criminal inigegion officers to notify families
if any of their members are detained and suchinatibn was provided in this case insofar
as the individual concerned was arrested at hisehionthe presence and in full view of his
family. However, a suspect is not allowed to comivate with or receive visits from his
family during the period he spends in detention.

According to the allegations contained in the camivation, the suspect Karim
Rhimi was forced to sign incriminating statementsl aconfessions which he did not
actually make. In fact, criminal investigation offrs do not require a suspect’s signature in
order to transfer the records of an investigatmithe Office of the Public Prosecutor. The
law allows them to do so and to attach a note ecefffect that the suspect “refused to sign
without justification” and this in no way detradtem the legal value of records. Moreover,
during his interrogation, Karim Rhimi steadfastignied the charges against him, contrary
to what is being alleged.

The security services have stated that the allagamade in the letter to the effect
that Karim Rhimi was tortured are completely withdaundation. The National Unit for
the Investigation of Terrorist Crimes is alwaysefal to protect the rights and physical
integrity of detainees, in accordance with the vafe provisions of the Constitution and
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article 13 bis of the Code of Criminal Procedured a&specially their right to inform a
member of their family, to request a medical exation and to receive treatment.
Moreover, secure units always take care to chezkdéalth of detainees transferred to them
from other units anywhere in the country. In maages, before being admitted, detainees
undergo a medical examination even if they do eqtiest one, to ensure that they have not
been subjected to any form of physical violence.

Tunis, 16 January 2015
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L’Ambassadeur, Représentant Permanent

0054

Geneéve, le 26 janvier 2015

Messieurs le Président-Rapporteur et le Rapporteur Spécial,

Faisant suite & votre lettre conjointe n® TUN 3/2014 du 1% décembre
2014, relative aux allégations concernant M. Karim Rhimi, j’ai I’honneur de
vous vous faire parvenir, ci-joint, les éléments de réponse du Gouvernement
Tunisien a ce sujet.

En espérant que cette réponse apporte 1’éclairage nécessaire sur ce cas et
en vous réitérant I’entiére disposition de mes autorités et de ma Mission pour
toute demande d’informations supplémentaires & son sujet, je vous prie,

Messieurs le Président-Rapporteur et le Rapporteur Spec1al d agréer
’expression de ma trés haute considération. —~

v Walld Doudech

- M. Mad Andenas
Président Rapporteur du Groupe de Travail sur la Détention
Arbitraire
M. Juan E. Mendez, Rapporteur Spécial sur la torture et autres
peines ou traitements cruels, inhumains ou dégradants

Haut Commissariat aux Droits de ’Homme
Palais des Nations
1211 Genéve
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