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Ref.:  413/6/8/1/3116 

 The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations 

Office at Geneva presents its compliments to the Chair-Rapporteur of the Working 

Group on Arbitrary Detention, the Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Working Group on 

the issue of discrimination against women in law and in practice, the Special 

Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and 

expression, and the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders of 

the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in Genera and, 

with reference to urgent appeal No. SAU 15/2014 of 31 December 2014 requesting 

information regarding the arrest and detention of Loujain al-Hathloul and Maysaa 

al-Amoudi, has the honour to transmit the following response from the Kingdom’s 

Government: 

Question 1 (Please provide any additional information on the above-mentioned 

allegations): 

 The allegations are inaccurate because the persons concerned were arrested on 

A.H. 9.3.1436, when they crossed the Saudi border separately from the United Arab 

Emirates at Al-Batha border crossing, on charges of using their vehicles to block 

access for other vehicles and of obstructing the traffic with a view to stirring up and 

influencing public opinion, and because they were wanted for questioning in a 

criminal case. The police used their authority to take preliminary measures pursuant to 

article 26 of the Code of Criminal Procedure (2013), which stipulates that “arrests on 

criminal grounds shall be conducted, in accordance with the duties assigned to them, 

by […] police commissioners and their assistants in the various towns, governorates 

and sub-governorates […]”, and article 34 of the Code, which stipulates that: “The 

criminal investigation officer shall immediately hear the statement of the arrested 

person. If there is sufficient evidence to charge him, the officer shall, within 24 hours, 

refer him together with the file to the investigator, who shall interrogate the arrested 

person for 24 hours and order that he be detained or released.” The persons concerned 

were treated by the arresting officers in a manner that preserved their dignity and they 

were not subjected to physical or mental harm, since torture and indecent treatment 

are prohibited. They were advised of the reasons for their detention and permitted to 

contact their relatives to inform them of their arrest, in accordance with article 36 of 

the Code, which stipulates that: “The detainee shall be treated decently and shall not 

be subjected to any physical or mental harm. He shall be advised of the reasons for his 

detention and shall be entitled to communicate with any person whom he wishes to 

inform thereof.” They were conveyed to the Bureau of Investigation and Prosecution 

(the Public Prosecutor’s Office) in accordance with article 13 of the Code, which 

stipulates that: “The Bureau of Investigation and Public Prosecution shall conduct 

investigations and prosecutions in accordance with its Statute and the implementing 

regulations thereof”; and article 3 of the Statute of the Bureau of Investigation and 

Prosecution, which stipulates that: “1. The Bureau shall, in accordance with its Statute 

and the implementing regulations thereof: (a) investigate offences; (b) conclude the 

investigation by instituting proceedings or closing the case in accordance with the 

implementing regulations; (c) conduct public prosecutions before judicial bodies in 

accordance with the implementing regulations.” Following the investigation, they 
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were detained in accordance with article 113 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 
which stipulates that: “If it appears, following the interrogation of the accused, or in 
the event of his flight, that there is sufficient evidence of a major crime against him, or 
if the interest of the investigation requires his detention, the investigator shall issue a 
warrant for his detention for a period not exceeding 5 days from the date of his arrest.” 
Their detention period was extended in accordance with article 114 of the Code, which 
stipulates that: “The detention shall end with the passage of 5 days, unless the 
investigator sees fit to extend the detention period. In that case, he shall, prior to 
expiry of that period, refer the file to the Chairperson of the relevant branch of the 
Bureau of Investigation and Prosecution, or to the chairperson of one of the internal 
divisions within his sphere of competence who serves as his deputy, so that he may 
issue an order to release the accused or to extend the period of detention for a period 
or successive periods, provided that they do not exceed in their aggregate 40 days 
from the date of arrest. In cases that require detention for a longer period, the matter 
shall be referred to the Director of the Bureau of Investigation and Prosecution or to 
one of his deputies so that he may issue an order for the arrest to be extended for a 
period or successive periods, none of which shall exceed 30 days and the total of 
which shall not exceed 180 days from the date of arrest of the accused. The accused 
shall either be directly referred thereafter to the competent court or he shall be 
released.” A bill of indictment was issued against the aforementioned persons. The 
defendant Loujain al-Hathloul was charged with using her vehicle to block access for 
other vehicles, with obstructing the traffic with a view to stirring up and influencing 
public opinion, and with the commission of acts in contravention of article 6, 
paragraph 1, of the Repression of Cybercrime Act, which stipulates that: “Anyone who 
produces material prejudicial to public order, religious values, public morals or the 
sacrosanct nature of private life, or who compiles, transmits or stores such material 
through the Internet or a computer shall be liable to a term of up to 5 years’ 
imprisonment and/or a fine not exceeding 3 million riyals.” The second defendant, 
Maysaa al-Amoudi, was charged with aiding and abetting the accused (Loujain) in the 
commission of a cybercrime punishable under article 9 of the Repression of 
Cybercrime Act, which stipulates that: “Any person who incites, assists or collaborates 
with others in the commission of any of the offences defined in this Act shall be liable 
to a penalty not exceeding the maximum penalty for such offences if the offence is 
committed as a result of the said incitement, assistance or collaboration, and the 
person shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding one half of the maximum penalty if 
the planned offence is not committed.” 

 The two case files were referred to the competent court, in accordance with 
article 126 of the Code of Criminal Procedure (2013), which stipulates that: “If, 
having completed the investigation, the investigator believes that there is sufficient 
evidence against the accused, the case shall be referred to the competent court and the 
accused shall be summoned to appear before it.” They were released on bail on A.H. 
23.4.1436 based on a court order pursuant to article 123 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure (2013), which stipulates that: “If the accused is referred to a court, his 
release from detention, or his remand in custody if he is not already in detention, shall 
be at the discretion of the court to which he was referred.” The case is currently 
pending.  

 The two accused were able to appoint and meet with a legal counsel, in 
accordance with article 4 of the Code of Criminal Procedure (2013), which stipulates 
that: “All accused persons shall have the right to seek the assistance of a lawyer or 
counsel to defend them during the investigation and trial.” They received the 
necessary health care from the time of their arrest, undergoing the same regular 
medical examinations as other prisoners, in accordance with paragraph 5 of the List of 
Medical Services. Moreover, representatives of the Human Rights Commission visited 
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the aforementioned persons in their place of detention and reported that they enjoyed 
the same visiting rights as other prisoners, that they were being provided with the 
requisite medical care, and that they had been able to request the assistance of lawyers 
to plead their case. 

Question 2 (Please provide information on the legal grounds for the arrest and 
detention of Ms. al-Hathloul and Ms. al-Amoudi and explain how these measures 
comply with international human rights standards): 

 All the measures taken with respect to the aforementioned persons, including 
their detention, were based on the Kingdom’s regulations and legislation, which 
comply with international human rights standards, as demonstrated in detail in the 
reply to question 1. 

Question 3 (Please provide information on any measures taken by the authorities to 
implement the 2008 concluding observations of the Committee on the Elimination of 
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW/C/SAU/CO/2), in particular the 
recommendations set out in paragraph 16): 

 The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is currently preparing its combined third and 
fourth report concerning the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women, which will be submitted to the competent Committee. 
The report will describe the situation of Saudi women and the country’s achievements 
in that regard. It will also rebut the allegations and misleading information provided 
concerning the situation of women. 

 In light of the foregoing, the Kingdom’s Government, while reaffirming its 
commitment to promote and protect human rights, rejects all the allegations 
concerning Loujain al-Hathloul and Maysaa al-Amoudi, and does not accept any 
aspersions cast on the integrity, fairness and independence of its judiciary. We hope 
that note will kindly be taken thereof, that the appropriate decision will be taken to 
dismiss the case and that we will be duly informed of the outcome.  

 The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations 
Office at Geneva takes this opportunity to renew the assurances of its highest 
consideration to the Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, 
the Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Working Group on the issue of discrimination 
against women in law and in practice, the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and 
protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, and the Special 
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders of the Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in Geneva. 

[Signature and stamp] 
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Date: 29/7/2015 

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United 
Nations Office and other international Organizations at Geneva presents its 
compliments to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, the Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, the 
Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Working Group on the issue of discrimination 
against women in law and in practice, The Special Rapporteur on the promotion and 
protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, and the Special 
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders, and would like to refer to 
the joint letter SAU 15/2014 dated 31 December 2014. Attached is the reply of 
Saudi Arabia government on that issue. 

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 
Palais Wilson 
52 rue des Pâquis 
CH-1201 Geneva, Switzerland 	

OHCHR REGISTRY 

29 JUtL. 2015 
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