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Reply to joint urgent appeal no. 

UA G/SO 218/2 G/SO 214 (67-17) Assembly & Association (2010-1) 
G/SO 214 (107-9) Terrorism (2005-4) G/SO 214 (53-24) BHR 7/2013 

 

from the Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention; the Special Rapporteur 
on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression; the Special 
Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association; the Special 
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders; the Special Rapporteur on the promotion 
and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism; and the 
Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, on 
the information received regarding the alleged sentencing of Mr. Naji Fateel to 15 years’ 
imprisonment. 

The charges 

1. Establishment of a group for the purpose of disabling the provisions of the Constitution, 
violating the personal freedom of citizens and public freedoms and compromising 
national unity, terrorism being one of the means invoked by this group. 

2. Communicating with a group pursuing terrorist activity, the headquarters of which is 
outside Bahrain, and communicating with it in order to undertake terrorist acts against the 
Kingdom of Bahrain. 

The evidence 

1. His confession in the records of the investigation that at the beginning of the crisis he 
communicated with Abdulhadi Al-Khowaja in order to establish the so-called 14 
February Coalition, constantly calling for participation in the Coalition and mobilization 
for events calling for the fall of the regime, and that he discussed with the accused Ali 
Mushaima the idea of forming commands for the Coalition inside and outside the country 
in anticipation of any security conditions. He confessed to the existence of collecting 
boxes at the events organized by the Coalition for material support. He had also decided 
that Said Al-Shehabi, Qasim Al-Hashami, Ali Mushaima, Abdulruf Al-Shaib, Abbas 
Amran and Musa Abdali would provide the Coalition with media support from abroad.  

2. The security checks that show that he is one of the Coalition’s cadres in the field, that he 
was among those who linked the sabotage groups under the umbrella of the 14 February 
Coalition, that he was one of the Coalition’s most prominent coalition cadres in the 
domestic media and that he was in constant touch with a group pursuing terrorist activity, 
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the headquarters of which is outside Bahrain, and supplied them with [information about] 
the activity of the Coalition. 

3. The accused Hisham Al-Sabagh confessed during questioning that the accused Naji 
Fateel was one of those who, during the events at the GCC Roundabout, had brought 
together the currents under the umbrella of the 14 February Coalition. 

 

The sentence 

•  On 29 September 2013, the fourth High Criminal Court sentenced him to 15 years’ 
imprisonment. 

•  He has appealed against the sentence to the first High Criminal Appeal Court. The 
appeal will be heard on 18 November 2013.  

 

With regard to the complaint of ill-treatment 

On 15 May 2013, a member of the Unit visited Al-Hod Al-Jaf Prison and inspected the 
conditions of the detainees, including Naji Ali Hassan Fateel, who lodged a complaint 
concerning his treatment in detention. He was questioned in detail on this matter by the member 
of the Unit in the presence of his lawyer. The Unit’s follow-up of the complaint and its details 
established that he had previously been referred to the forensic doctor during his questioning by 
the public prosecution in the aforementioned case in order to establish whether there were signs 
of injury, to determine their causes and how they had occurred. The forensic doctor drafted a 
report which concluded that there were no signs indicating ill-treatment and, although the 
detainee did not lodge any complaint of ill-treatment subsequently, after his appearance before 
the public prosecution and the forensic doctor and the measures taken on the basis of his 
previous statement, the Unit ordered that the detainee be referred again to the Unit’s forensic 
doctor in order to establish his physical state and state of health. 
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