(Translated from Arabic) .
‘Reply of the State to the joint communication concerning Nasser bin Ghaith

Mr. Bin Ghaith was arrested on 18 Angust 2015 in accordance with the judicial rules
and regulations applicable in the United Arab Emirates after having been informed of the
grounds for his arrest and the party conducting the arrest and investigation. He was arrested
in the presence of members of his family (his wife, brothers and children). His family was
also informed of the place in which he ‘was detained in Abu Dhabi and he was able to

- communicate with his family during the period of detention.

On 16 November 2015 he was referred to the competent authority, which forwarded
his casefile on 3 March 2016 to the Federal Supreme Court. The first hearing was held on
4 April 2016 and the second hearing was held on 2 May 20]6 The hearmg was attended by
his brothe: AN - . 1is wifc Wl B [t was a public -
.hearing and many media representatives wete present. The Court dec1ded to hold a session
on 23 May 2016 to hear the testimony of witnesses. It should be noted that the person
concerned was fully aware of the charges against him, since they were speclﬁed in pubhc
by the Court. He also communicated with his defence counsel, {§ R
and the Court allowed his defence counsel to copy and study the casefile, The case is stlll
pending before the Court, :

The facts of the case may be summarized as follows: according to the investigations
of the State Security Department, the accused damaged political relations between the
United Arab-Emirates and a fraternal State, exploited religion to circiilate views aimed at
provoking unrest and undermining national unity, cooperated with an organization that
promotes opposition to the fundamental principles of State governance, participated in acts
underfaken by a terrorist organization (Hizb ai-Ummah al-Emirat]), and disseminated
information on the Internet aimed at damaging the reputation of the State and its institutions,
Such acts are punishable under the Federal Criminal Code, the Act on Combating Cyber
Crime and the Act on Combating Terrorist Offences.
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Date: 31 May 2018

Tha ?mm@m Mission of the Unfted Asaly Froirates o the United Nations
" Office and Other Tnternationial Organizations i Geneva presen fimetts 1o
fhe Speoial Procedurcs Branch and with reference to the k:ttar s letter no. UA ARE
o Mir Nasser bl Ghiiih, has the honour to forward

i

2/2016 of 2 May 2016 concerss

Tefewith the response as fecsived fmm the relevarnt auﬂmmies in the Unilted Arsb
Emirgfes, :

The Permanent Mission of the United Ardh Emirates o the United Kaﬁzm
i)‘ﬁ" tes and i’iﬁ%@f Intermational ﬁ)i:gaﬂizea:ﬁm in Cleniova avails teelf of this apportunity
to the Werkihg Giowp on Arbitary the assurances of ﬁ‘:s irighwst

o renew to the
gorideration,
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