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  (Translated from Russian) 

Information from the Russian Federation with respect to the inquiry of the special 
procedures of the Human Rights Council regarding the alleged use of torture against 
Mr. Ruslan Kutaev and threats against his lawyer, Mr. Igor Kalyapin 

Reference: AL G/SO 214 (67-17) Assembly & Association (2010-1) G/SO 214 (107-9) 
G/SO (3-3-16) G/SO (53-24) RUS 4/2014 

 On 20 February 2014, in the course of police operations conducted in the village of 
Gekhi in the Urus-Martan district of the Chechen Republic, Mr. Ruslan Kutaev, was found 
to be under the influence of drugs; he was searched and 3,257 grams of heroin were found 
and confiscated from him. 

 Criminal proceedings were instituted against Mr. Kutaev on 21 February 2014 under 
article 228, paragraph 2, of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation (Unlawful 
possession of large amounts of narcotic drugs), and he was remanded in custody. 

 According to the case file, Mr. Kutaev claimed during the initial inquiry that he had 
found the drugs in a taxi when he was travelling from Pyatigorsk to Gekhi, in the Urus-
Martan district of the Chechen Republic. He gave no other testimony and the court is not 
aware of any other circumstances. 

 The investigation of the criminal case found no signs of falsification of evidence or 
any other breach of the law on criminal procedure and concluded that the charges against 
Mr. Kutaev were substantiated. No complaint of physical or psychological abuse was 
received from Mr. Kutaev or his lawyer in the course of the investigation. 

 The pretrial investigation was completed on 31 March 2014 and the criminal case, 
along with a bill of indictment approved by the procurator, was referred to the court. 

 The meeting between Mr. Kalyapin, member of the Presidential Council for Civil 
Society and Human Rights and chairperson of the Interregional Committee against Torture, 
and Mr. Kutaev, who was in detention, took place in the presence of the heads of the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Chechen Republic and the Department of the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs of the Russian Federation for the Urus-Martan district because during the 
initial inquiries Mr. Kalyapin did not have the status of Mr. Kutaev’s defence attorney. 

 A review conducted by the Central Internal Security Department of the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs of the Russian Federation turned up no evidence that Mr. Kutaev had been 
beaten by the heads of the government administration or the Ministry of Internal Affairs of 
the Chechen Republic. 

 The evidence submitted by Mr. Kalyapin of the use of physical or psychological 
force by those officials was sent to the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation 
for verification within the scope of its mandate. 

 There are no grounds for taking special measures to guarantee the safety and 
inviolability of the human rights defenders and members of their family mentioned in the 
communication. 

    








