LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

PEACE INDEPENDENCE DEMOCRACY UNITY PROSPERITY
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Permanent Mission of the Lao PDR
to the United Nations Office and
other International Organizations

at Geneva No OC’L /Lao. PM. GE. 13
Telefax = 022 901 24 40

The Permanent Mission of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic to the United Nations
Office and other International Organizations at Geneva presents its compliments to Chair-Rapporteur
of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances, Special Rapporteur on the
promotion and protection of the rights to freedom of opinion and expression, Special Rapporteur on
the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association , Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights defenders , the Secretariat of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
and has the honour to provide addition information given at the 3" Briefing on police investigations
to locate the whereabouts of Mr. Sombath Somphone.

The Permanent Mission of the Lao PDR to the United Nations Office and other International
Organizations at Geneva avails itself of this opportunity to renew to Special Rapporteurs and the

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights the assurances of its highest consideration.

Geneva, 10 June 201

The Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights

at Geneva, Switzerland.
FAX. (41-22) 9179006
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3" Briefing on the result of the police investigations

to locate the whereabouts of Mr. Sombath Somphone
on 7" June 2013

For the purpose of further information in the progress on the police authorities
investigations to locatc the whereabouts of Mr. Sombath Somphone, I, on behalf of the committee
in charge of the case, would like to brief the result of the investigations as follows:

After the two briefings on the result of the investigations to locate the whereabouts of Mr.
Sombath Somphone that | gave earlier, the Committee in charge of the case remains: scized of the
issue and continued to investigate, collect information from individuals and organizations
concerned from within the country and abroad. The activities undertaken are as follows:

1. We coordinated and worked with Samket Village authorities, Sikhottabong DlStl'lCt and
Xanghuabor Village authorities, Xaythany District to collect information on the
involvement of the missing person with the Soon Panya Nivet (Ecosystem Knowledge
Centre ) and Soon Hianhou Mai Suan Lao (Lao Horticulture Learning Centrc ). Besideé, we

have also continued to collect information at Nakham Village, Sikhottabong District and
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Khoknin Village, Sisattanak District and at some other locations to be used as reference for

searching operation,

2. We further coordinated, examined and assigned all the concerned technical police nation-
wide to continue to follow up and search for relevant information and sources that may be

useful for searching operation.

3. The Lao International Police Department has sent a request letter to INTERPOL to issué a
yellow notice on Mr. Sombath Somphone as a missing person and the INTERPOL has
issued the yellow notice on Mr. Sombath Somphone as a missing. person on 23 April 2013
and published it in the media, including the internet.

4, We also followed up on' the response to the letters sent by Lao International Policc
Department to member countries of INTERPOL and ASEANAPOL. rcquesting for
information on and the whereabouts of Mr. Sombath Somphone , letters to which 6

countries have responded as follows:

£l

s Japan, India and Francc requested necessary information such as: PaSSpdrt Number
and a copy of ID card of Mr, Sombath Somphonc which will be used as refcrence for
their relevant officers to search for him and the Lao International Police Department

has already provided those required information to the requested countries.

® Thc Republic of Korea informed that on 9 November 2012, Mr. Sombath Somphone
departed the Republic of Korea for Thailand.

® The United States of America also informed that it has registered the missing person

into the monitoring list of the US immigration since It has received the letter.

¢ Spain, on its part, informed that it did net find any rclevant information as
requested.

5. On 24 April 2013, we invited Mrs. Ng Shui Ming, who notified the missing of Mr. Sombath ‘
Somphone, to the police office to inform her on the result of the investigations and ask her

to continue collect further information.

Apart from this, the committee has also met and clarified this case to the interested
persons and representatives of the foreign diplomatic missions in the Lao PDR.

All of this has demonstrated the high sense of responsibility of the leadcrship of the
Ministry of Public Security, as well as the General Police Department in supervising the

committce in charge of the investigations to locate the whereabouts of Mr. Sombath
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Somphone, in order for the committee to perform its-dutics regularly in accordance with the
required investigative techniques and law of the Lao PDR. Up until now, Mr. Sombath

Somphone has not yet been found. The committee in charge of the case will to continue to
investigate and collcet information, check and verify the infofmation sources, collect
information from individuals, organizations from within the country and abroad in
accordance with its mandates and duties.

Therefore, 1 would like to brief all Sectors, organizations in the country and abroad
on the result of the investigation. Any individuals, organizations that may have any
information related to the casc are requested to report the information to the district,
provincial, and Vientiane police authorities nation-wide in order that they play a part so as
to solve this case,
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