Mission.permanente
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Ref: »5’8@/ . NAT 4/2e1Z

The Permanent Mission of the State of Qatar to the United Nations office and Other
International organizations in Geneva, presents its compliments to the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights - Special Procedures of the Human Rights

| Council, and has the honor to refer to the joint letter, dated 21 December 2012, addressed
by Mrs. Farida Shaheed, Special Rapporteur in the fiéld of cultural rights; Mrs. Gabriela
Knaul, Special Rapporteur on the independence on judges and lawyers; and Mr. Frank La
Rue, Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to the freedom of
opinion and expression, to the Permanent Representative of the State of Qafar to the United

* Nations Office in Geneva and other International Organizations, concerning the case of the

Qatari national Mr. Mohammed al-Ajami.

In response to the abovementioned letter, I have the honor to attach herewith a copy
of the letter of reply, dated 14 February 2013, addressed by the competent authorities of the
State of Qatar, to the honorable Special Rapporteurs in the fields of cultural rights; the
independence on judges and lawyers; and the jjrbfnoﬁon and protection of the right to the

freedom of opinion and expression.

The Permanent Mission of the State of Qatar to the United Nations office and Other
International organizations in Geneva, avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Office
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights - Special Procedures of the

Human Rights Council, the assurances of its high consideration.

Geneva, 14 February 2013

| TN
Enclosure: , e v'U—/

Copy of the original letter in Arabic; O CE;{R REGISTRY

Unofficial English translation of the letter;
- {5 FEB 2013
] Recipienis ;§Fﬁ ................. -
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Righis o 49{5:"?7?&(;’16 Iy

Special Procedures of the Human Rights Council et i

...................................
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Unofficial translation

Date: 14.02.2013

Ms.Farida Shaheed, Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights,
Ms. Gabriela Knaul, special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and
lawyers,

Mr. Frank La Rue, Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of
the rights to freedom of opinion and expression
OHCHR- Geneva

Excellencies,

| thank you for the joint allegation letter you addressed to Her Excellency the
Permanent Representative of the State of Qatar in Geneva with regard to the

sentencing to life imprisonment of the Qatari Citizen Mr. Mohamed Rashld
Hassan Nasser al-Ajami. |

in this respect, we would like to bring to your attention the foljowing information:

+« On 17.11.2011, prosecutors began investigating with the above-mentioned
person in the issue number 540 of 2011, through all stages of investigation
and referral under the Code of Criminal Procedure number 23 of 2004, and
Penal Code number 11 of 2004 with the presence of his lawyer pursuant
to the article 102 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. He was held under
provisional detention in accordance with articles 110/1/117-1 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure. At the request of public prosecution, the competent
court ordered the extension of his provisional detention for successive
periods pursuant to article 117/2 of the Code of Criminal Procedure until his
transfer to the court on 07.03.2012.

e According fo.investigative procedures, a bill of indictment was issued

" against him along with relative evidence. Then he was referred to the court
pursuant to articles 150/1 and 151 of the Code of Criminal Procedure
~accusing him of several charges, including the use of public means to incite
the overthrow of the ruling system in the country. These charges are
punished by up to life |mprisonment in accordance with articles 6, 134 and
136 of Qatar Penal Code.

» On 29 November 2012, the Criminal Court (First Instance) pronounced
publicly a preliminary decision sentencing him to life imprisonment , based
oh its free conviction and the legitimate evidence presented before it
pursuant to article 232 of the Code of Criminal Procedure.




His trial was conducted in aocor‘dance with international standards on fair .
- trial. Indeed, the Court guaranteed for him the right to exercise his right to

defense and to be assisted by a lawyer according to article 221 of the Code

- of Criminal Procedure. The Court delivered its sentence after having heard

the prosecution’s address and the defense pleading. At his request, the
Court granted him an appointed time to provide a written note. The Court's
decision stated the grounds of the incident requiring punishment, the.
evidence presented, as well as thé t’ei(t law under which he was sentenced
pursuant to article 239 of Code of Criminal Procedure, which allows the
Court of Appeal to consider this sentence when the judgment is appealed.-
Moreover, the trial was public and attended by civil society organizations.
The concerned person interjected appeal of his sentence and a session of

~ the Court of Appeal was scheduled on 30.12.2012 in accordance with

article 272 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. The competent Court of
Appeal considered the appeal of the accused.. And after hearing his

- requests, a session was held on January 27, 2013 in order to hear the

prosecution’s address and the defense pleading. The court suspended the
procedures in order to deliver the sentence.
[n response to the allegations that the accused person was held

incommunicado and solitary confinement , the records of investigations
‘conducted with him in the presence of his lawyer confirmed the absence of-

any decision of the public prosecutor that the accused person be held
incommunicade and solitary confinement. On February 19, 2012, his
defense sent a complaint letter to HE the Attorney General of the State of
Qatar seeking the conversion of his solitary confinement to arrested
persons imprisonment.

Accordingly, HE Attorney General ordered on February 20 2012 the
application of the law to prevent any abuses by the prison administration .
The State Security Prosecution addressed a letter dated 23 February 201

‘to . the Director of the Central Prison asking for the application of

provisional detention according to the law of Penal and correctional
institutions, not o hold the concerned person in solitary confinement unless
the necessary conditions are met, and to report on his provisional detention
so that the request of his defense could be considered. Accordingly, the
reply of the Director of the Penal and Correctional institutions Department

‘was issued on February 28, 2012 confirming the lack of accuracy of the
. defend pleading concerning the accused detention in solitary confinement.

The letter also confirmed that the accused was allowed to go every day to.
the sport centre, have family visits, use the telephone, buy his needs form
the cafeteria and buy food from outside the insfitution, in addition to the
free meals provided by the institution. He also was allowed to wear his
personal clothes, -read newspapers and books. He enjoyed all the




privileges and guarantees granted to provisional detainees and not {o those
held incommunicado and solitary, which confirms that the defense
pleading was contrary o the reality.

| would like to reaffirm to your Excellency that we keep in mind
our obligations under international conventions and standards related
to human rights and their implementation with required transparency,
considering that human rights issues are the backbone of the
- comprehensive reform politics conducted by our State.

Finally, we assure you of our full readiness for dialogue on this
issue and any other topics within the framework of our common
interest , to ensure human rights respect..

Please accept, Excellencies, the assurances of my highest
consideration. :

Khalid bin Jassim Al-Thani
Director of Human Rights Bureau

-A.M







