
   HRC/NONE/2015/52 
 

GE. 15-08080 (E)    300615    020715 
*1508080* 

 

  (Translated from Arabic) 
 

Permanent Mission of the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations Office 
in Geneva 

Ref: 413/6/8/1/2398 Date 18 May 2015 

Mr. Heiner Bielefeldt, Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief 

Mr. Christof Heyns, Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary 
executions  

 We have closely studied your joint urgent appeal No. SAU 2/2015 dated 13 May 
2015 regarding the case of Nimr Baqir al-Nimr, and are pleased to clarify the 
following points: 

•  On 31 December 2014, we responded to your communications Nos. SAU 
12/2014 of 17 November 2014 and No. SAU 9/2014 of 28 August 2014 
concerning the case of the convicted person, Nimr al-Nimr. 

•  As a founding member of the United Nations, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is 
diligently respecting its international human rights commitments in a manner 
consistent with its special status as the cradle and heart of Islam, the land of the 
two Holy Places and the qibla toward which 1.5 billion Muslims turn in prayer, 
and its consequent obligation to ensure that its statutory enactments are in 
conformity with the provisions of the Islamic sharia. 

•  All citizens of Saudi Arabia are Muslims and none of them reject the Revelation 
(the Koran and the Sunna) as the source of guidance in their daily lives. The laws 
and regulations of Saudi Arabia contain no hint of discriminatory provisions 
against anyone; quite the contrary, discrimination is a punishable criminal 

offence. 

•  Death sentences are imposed only for the most serious offences and with the 
strictest controls, and they are not carried out until full judicial scrutiny in courts 
of all levels has been completed. The case is first examined in the court of first 
instance by three judges who must render their judgement unanimously. Even if 
that judgement remains unchallenged by any of the parties involved, it then 
passes to the second level, the criminal division of the Court of Appeal, where it 
is scrutinized by a bench of five judges. If the Court of Appeal upholds the 
judgement, it is automatically referred to the Supreme Court where it is once 
again examined by five judges. The upholding of a judgement by the Supreme 
Court marks the last phase in the process of judicial scrutiny. 

•  No State authority has the power to alter or suspend the prescribed penalties in 
cases involving qisas or hudud offences (which carry, respectively, retaliatory 
and predetermined penalties) because they are enshrined in definitive texts of 
Islamic sharia law which admit no interpretation. These penalties are confined to 
a limited number of offences for which no conviction may be handed down 
except on conclusive and unambiguous evidence, which is consistent with the 
obligations of Saudi Arabia under the Convention against Torture and Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. Furthermore, they were 
prescribed by Islam in order to preserve life, safeguard the interests of society 
and deter any attempt to violate those interests. A qisas death sentence is, 
therefore, a just retribution for the offence committed. 

•  Saudi Arabia reaffirms the importance of obtaining accurate information about 
the case of Nimr al-Nimr and his trial for the various offences that he committed, 
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especially as the matter concerns a Saudi Arabian citizen who committed crimes 
on national territory endangering the safety of citizens and foreign residents, and 
as there has been some attempt to ignore all the offences which the judiciary has 
proven against him. Those offences are as follows: belonging to a terrorist cell 
which incited disruption of national unity by fomenting divisions among 
citizens; instigating disorder by carrying firearms and discharging them against 

citizens, police officers and public and private property; destroying public 
facilities, thereby causing the death of a number of citizens and police officers; 

making explicit public statements disparaging and casting aspersions upon the 
judiciary; failing to abide by the Kingdom’s laws and regulations and 

encouraging people to follow their example. Despite these proven crimes, Saudi 
Arabia has consistently dealt with these cases in accordance with its domestic 
laws, which are consistent with the applicable international norms and standards. 
Nimr al-Nimr and the other accused were given a fair trial. He was arrested and 
questioned in accordance with the statutory procedures and then sent for trial in 
conformity with the Code of Criminal Procedure. All his rights were fully 
respected and he was enabled to avail himself of the services of lawyers of his 
own choice. He enjoyed his rights at all stages of the proceedings from the 
delivery of the provisional judgement until it became final. The court hearings 
were public and the media and the Human Rights Commission were allowed to 
attend. The accused received the humanitarian health care that he required from 
the moment of his arrest and during his trial, in accordance with the procedure 
that Saudi Arabia applies to all prisoners and detainees without exception. 

 In the light of the foregoing, the Saudi Arabian Government, while reaffirming 
its commitment to the promotion and protection of human rights, rejects all the 
allegations relating to Nimr al-Nimr and does not accept any doubts cast upon the 
fairness, impartiality and independence of its judiciary. We hope that this will be taken 
into consideration and that you will deem it appropriate to close this case. We look 
forward to being duly informed.  

 Accept, Sirs, the assurances of our highest consideration. 

Permanent Representative 
[signature and stamp] 

Faisal Trad 

 












