(Trandated from Arabic)
Information note concer ning Nabil Ahmad Abdel Rusoul Rajab

(Reply to the request for information in the jourgent appeal of the Chair-Rapporteur of
the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention receivedtbe Ministry for Foreign Affairs)

1. On 9 October 2014, the Office of the Public Boogor sent Nabil Ahmad Abdel
Rusoul Rajab, who was being held in detention,tifiat before a lower criminal court in
case No. 2014/145905 of 2014. He was charged wibtigly defaming the Ministry of the
Interior and security forces in comments regarddagpraini security and military personnel
which he had expressed via his Twitter social meaaount, in which he had also
expounded ideas relating takfiri ideology and terrorist ideas such as those prainbie
the organization Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sh@®iS). His interview took place in the
presence of his lawyers and when he appeared i&drhte was accompanied by three
lawyers. The court ordered that he be releasedbdmmed him from travelling and set his
sentencing hearing for 20 January 2015.

2. Nabil Rajab had previously been sentenced ie ¢ds. 07201204947, case No.
07201203460 and case No. 07201205263, in all ofchviie had been charged with
participating in an unlawful public gathering irder to disrupt public order and proselytize
his ideas. He was also charged with participatmg march that had taken place without
prior notification to the authorities and that Had to the disruption of public order. The
court of first instance sentenced him to 1 yeariprisonment in each case. Following an
appeal, the court of appeal upheld the sententreifirst case and reduced the sentence to
6 months in the other two cases. Mr. Rajab appeagginst to the Court of Cassation,
which declared the appeal admissible in terms®fdhm but rejected it on its merits. Nabil
Rajab then served his entire sentence of 2 yeaggisonment.

3. He was previously sentenced in case No. 07201#Dd4nd case No. 07201205807.
In the former, he was charged with publicly defagnian institution of the State (the

Ministry of the Interior). The court of first ingiae sentenced him to pay a fine of 300
Bahraini dinars (BD). In the latter case, he fachdrges of slandering citizens via social
media sites, and the court of first instance semérhim to 3 months’ imprisonment. He

appealed and the court of appeal annulled the semtessued by the lower court and
acquitted him in both cases.
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Geneva, 24th November 2014
1/5(4) - 426 (wg)

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain to United Nations Office and
other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), and would
like to refer to the joint urgent appeal, UA BHR 13/2014, dated 14 October 2014,
sent by the Chair- Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention; the
Special Rapporteur on the promotion of the right to freedom of opinion and
expression; the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly
and association; and the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
defenders, on the information received regarding the arrest and detention of
Mr. Nabeel RAJAB.

In this regards, the Mission has the honour to enclose herewith the
reply of the Public Prosecution of the Kingdom of Bahrain on the
aforementioned case, in Arabic language.

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
the assurance of its highest consideration.

Mr. Karim Ghezraoui *
Chief a.i.

Special Procedures Branch

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palais Wilson

Rue des Paquis 52

1201 Geneve

Fax: +41 22917 90 06 /917 90 08 OFCHR REGISTRY
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Mission Permanente du Royaume du Bahrein auprés de I'Office des Nations Unies Genéve/Vienne: C.P. 39, 1292 Chambésy Genéve, Suisse
Tel: (+41) 22 758 96 40, Fax: (+41) 22 758 96 50 - E-mail: geneva.mission@mofa.gov.bh
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