
Information regarding the killing of the Ukrainian environmental human 

rights defender Mr. Honcharenko 

 

 

 

On Question № 1. 

 

It should be noted that the Special Rapporteurs’ communication states 

that Mr. Honcharenko died on August 4, 2012. However, according to the 

information provided by the General Prosecutor’s Office he died on August 3, 

2012. 

 

In the course of the pretrial investigation it was established that at 

approximately 18:00, on August 1, 2012, Mr. Honcharenko was driving in his car 

“Toyota Camry” (license plate number “AE 0733 CI”) from village Kalinivka to 

village Vovnigui in the Solonyanskyi Region of Dnepropetrovski Oblast when 

close to village Groza his car collided with an unidentified light-colored car. 

 

After the collision Mr. Honcharenko stopped the car and got out of it with 

the intention to register the road traffic incident. Two unidentified men 

descended from the other car and one of them repeatedly hit Mr. Honcharenko 

on the head with a heavy dull object inflicting on him bodily injuries in the form 

of depressed fracture of the parietocciptal part of the head, wounds of the hairy 

part of the head, intracranial hematoma and other injuries. 

 

On the same day Mr. Honcharenko was brought to Mechnikov Oblast 

Hospital in the city of Dnepropetrovsk. 

 

On August 2, 2012, the Investigation Office of the Main Directorate of the 

Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine initiated a criminal case on charges of an 

attempt to commit a willful murder of Mr. Honcharenko by a group of persons 

upon prior conspiracy (paragraph 2 of Part 2 of Article 115 of the Criminal Code 

of Ukraine). 

 

On August 6, 2012, the case was reclassified into the case of a willful 

murder based on hooligan motives and committed by a group of persons upon 

prior conspiracy by a group of individuals (paragraphs 7 and 12 of Part 2 of 

Article 115 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine). 

 

On Question № 2 

 

 During the months of August – October of 2012 a number of letters and 

requests were submitted to the General Prosecutor’s Office of Ukraine by 

People’s Deputies of Ukraine, Deputy Chief of the Administration of the President 

of Ukraine as well as by heads of various public organization concerning the case, 

the ongoing investigation of the circumstances of Mr. Honcharenko’s death and 

other issues. 

 



 In accordance with Article 121 of the Ukrainian Constitution and Articles 

13 and 15 of the Law of Ukraine “ On the Prosecutor’s Office” these submissions 

were sent to the Dnepropetrovsk Oblast Prosecutor’s Office for conducting 

further inquiries so that relevant decisions could be taken in accordance with the 

existing legislation and the authors of these submissions could be informed on 

the results of these inquiries as well as decisions and measures taken. 

 

 On Question № 3 

 

 The investigation of this case is still going on and measures are being 

taken to carry a comprehensive, full and objective review of all the 

circumstances of the incident and to identify individuals who had committed this 

crime. 

 

 An Operational-Investigations Group was set up which consists of the 

most experienced officers from investigation and operational units of the Main 

Directorate of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine in Dnepropetrovsk 

Oblast. 

 

 Several leads are being investigated including those that might be related 

to Mr. Honcharenko’s civil and business activities as well as his personal life. 

 

 More detailed information about the circumstances of the case cannot be 

revealed due to the ongoing investigation. 

 

 The investigation is being supervised and monitored by the General 

Prosecutor’s Office and the Ministry of Internal Affaires of Ukraine. 

 

 

 On Question № 4 

 

 As of October 15, 2012, the perpertrators of the aforementioned crime 

have not yet been identified. 

 

On Question № 5 

 

The existing criminal procedure legislation does not provide for granting 

material or any other assistance to the victim’s family. 








