(Translated from Arabic)

Permanent Mission of the Sultanate of Oman to the United Nations Office and other
international organizations in Geneva

Reference is made to letter No. UA OMN 2/2014, dated 29 September 2014, from
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
addressed to the Permanent Representative of the Sultanate of Oman in Geneva. In it the
attention of the Government of Oman is drawn to information received by the Office of the
High Commissioner indicating that reprisals had been taken against Mr. Tariq Al Sabbahi.

The Permanent Mission of Oman is in a position to inform you that the authorities in
Oman have been contacted and have stated that Tariq Al Sabbahi’s claims that he was
subjected to harassment and to threats to his physical and mental integrity are mere
allegations which lack any credibility or basis in fact. Indeed, they are motivated by
personal considerations and intended to support and lend weight to rumours concerning
civil rights in Oman, rights which are guaranteed by the law. This is amply demonstrated in
the points below.

The meeting referred to was normal and friendly and was held in a public place, as
stated in the letter from OHCHR. The main purpose of the meeting was to discuss the
comments that Tariq had made on the human rights situation in Oman in the light of the
contact he had had with the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right
to freedom of opinion and expression during the latter’s latest visit to Oman in September
2014— a visit which included encounters with citizens outside the official agenda of the visit.

The current procedures of the National Human Rights Committee allow individuals
to submit any comments they may wish to make concerning human rights issues. The
Committee also accepts comments from foreign organizations which operate in the field of
human rights so that individuals do not have to address those foreign organizations
themselves. Freedom of opinion and expression is guaranteed to all citizens under article 29
of the Basic Law of the State. ‘ '

The physical and mental integrity of citizens is protected under article 20 of the
Basic Law of the State which reads: “No one shall be subjected to physical or psychological
torture, provocation or demeaning treatment, and the penalties for persons who commit
such acts are defined by law. Any statement or confession proven to have been obtained as
a result of torture, provocation, demeaning treatment, or the threat of any of these acts, shall
be deemed null and void.” In accordance with these provisions, citizens who break the law
are dealt with in a manner that precludes public vilification or harassment.

The citizen in this case is at the top of his profession. He is pursuing his higher
studies abroad and is not wanted by the law. Thus he will remain so long as he does not
perform any actions which are punished by the laws of the land.

The Permanent Mission takes this opportunity to convey to the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in Geneva the assurances of its highest
consideration.

[Signature and stamp)

To:  The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
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