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Geneva, 12t December 2015
1/5(4) - 376 (wg)

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain to United Nations Office and
other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR}, and would
like to refer to the joint urgent appeal, UA BHR 9/2015, dated 27t November
2015, sent by the First Vice-Chair of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention;
the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom
of opinion and expression; the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of
peaceful assembly and of association; and the Special Rapporteur on freedom of
religion or belief; and the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
defenders, on the information received regarding the alleged arbitrary detention
and prosecution of Sheikh Ali al Salman for the expression of his political views
and opinions.

In this regards, the Mission has the honour to enclose herewith the
reply of the Public Prosecution of the Kingdom of Bahrain on the
aforementioned cases, in Arabic language.

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
the assurance of its highest consideration.

Mr. Karim Ghezraoui

Chief a.i.

Special Procedures Branch

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Righ‘es
Palais Wilson o
Rue des Paquis 52

1201 Geneve

Fax: +41 2291790 06 /917 90 08

Mission Permanenie du Royaume du Bahrein auprés de 'Office des Nations Unites Genduafienna: C.P. 39, 1292 Chambasy Gendve, Suisse
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HRC/NONE/2015/168

(Translated from Arabic)

Kingdom of Bahrain

Public Prosecution

Note containing information concerning Ali Salman Ahmed Salman

1. The Office of the Public Prosecutor filed the following charges against the
above-mentioned person:

« The felony of incitement to change the country’s political system by force,
intimidation and non-peaceful means, which constitutes an offence under article
160 of the Criminal Code and is punishable with a term of imprisonment of not
more than 10 years.

« The misdemeanour of publicly inciting hatred against a group of people on the
ground of “acquired citizenship”, which constitutes an offence under article 172
of the Criminal Code and is punishable with a term of imprisonment of not more
than 2 years and/or a fine of not more than 200 Bahraini dinars (BD).

« The misdemeanour of publicly inciting others to break the law and of depicting
crimes as permissible acts, which is an offence under article 173 of the Criminal
Code and is punishable with a term of imprisonment of not more than 2 years
and/or a fine of not more than BD 200.

« The misdemeanour of publicly insulting a government institution, the “Ministry
of the Interior”, which constitutes an offence under article 216 of the Criminal
Code and is punishable with a term of imprisonment or a fine.

2. The accused enjoyed all legal guarantees during the investigation and the Office
of the Prosecutor responded to his personal requests. He benefited from the assistance
of a team of lawyers and was fully informed of all the charges laid against him at
every interrogation session. He was permitted to read his statements before signing
them at each session and was allowed to take breaks for prayers and meals. The Office
of the Prosecutor also allowed his relatives and lawyers to visit him in his cell.

3. The Office of the Prosecutor referred the accused to the High Criminal Court.
The case was heard in the presence of the accused and the team of lawyers, and on 16
June 2015 the Court decided in their presence to dismiss the first charge of
incitement to change the country’s political system by force, intimidation and non-
peaceful means, to find him guilty and to sentence him to 2 years’ imprisonment for
the second and fourth charges in the indictment, namely publicly inciting hatred
against a group of people and treating them with contempt, and publicly insulting the
Ministry of the Interior, and to sentence him to a term of 2 years’ imprisonment on the
third charge, namely publicly inciting others to break the law.

4.  The convicted person appealed against the judgement and the Office of the
Public Prosecutor also appealed against the dismissal of the first charge. The hearing
to consider the two appeals was scheduled for 15 September 2015.

5. The High Court of Appeal considered the appeal of the accused and the Office of
the Public Prosecutor at a session on the aforementioned date in the presence of the
accused and his lawyers, Abdul Jalil al-Aradi, Abdullah al-Shamlawi and Jalila al-
Sayed. The hearing was then postponed until 14 October 2015 to enable the defence to
present its case. At that hearing the defence presented its case with supporting
documents. The Court then decided to postpone the hearing until 12 November 2015
to enable the Office of the Public Prosecutor to present its case. At that hearing the
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Court decided on a further postponement until 14 December 2015 on account of the
lack of a quorum in the Court. It was the only occasion on which the hearing was
rescheduled on that ground.
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