
INFORMATION 
in connection with the communication of the Special Rapporteurs of the UN 

Human Rights Council concerning convict A. Formonov 
 
 
 

1. Please provide any additional information and any comment you may 
have on the above-mentioned allegations. 

 
At all levels of state power – legislative, executive and judiciary – Uzbekistan 

openly recognizes the inadmissibility of using torture in all its forms. 
 
A national preventive mechanism was set up in Uzbekistan which, not being 

directly related to the ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against 
Torture, does contain all its relative elements. 

 
Measures were introduced into practice conducive to lodging complaints 

against actions taken by bodies and individuals and expeditious investigation of 
claims of torture as well as at to prosecuting and punishing those who are guilty in 
committing torture. Special units and structures to defend human rights were 
established in the Ministry of Justice and Ministry of Internal Affairs and in the 
General Prosecutor’s Office – they deal with complaints and submissions from 
citizens including those relating to torture. 

 
The interagency working group reviewing the situation with the observance of 

human rights by law enforcement and other state agencies is also in charge of 
monitoring the processes relating to redressing of grievances of citizens with respect 
to torture and other inhuman or degrading treatment. 

 
It should be noted that the arguments contained in the joint communication of 

the Special Rapporteurs of the UN Human Rights Council concerning “cruel 
treatment” of Mr. A. Formonov while he was in detention were thoroughly examined 
and could not be substantiated due to the lack of facts corroborating these alleged 
actions. 

 
The information in the joint communication stating that “…Mr. A. Formonov 

was subsequently sentenced to nine years imprisonment, reportedly as a result of his 
human rights work…” is incorrect. The Criminal Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan 
does not contain provisions stipulating punishment for professional or human rights 
activities. Mr. A. Formonov was sentenced for committing a specific type of criminal 
offence (paragraph “c” of Part 2 of Article 165 of the Criminal Code of the Republic 
of Uzbekistan “Extortion”). The parties at the trial were represented by the state 
prosecutor, defendant, his lawyer and witnesses. All of them had equal rights in 
submitting evidence, making requests, expressing their opinion on any issue relevant 
to the right disposition of the case. 

 
In sentencing Mr. A. Formonov the court took into consideration all the 

circumstances of the case both attenuating and aggravating his responsibility. The 
penalty imposed on Mr. A. Formonov fit the crime he had committed. 

 



2. Please provide information concerning the legal grounds for the alleged 
new criminal case against Mr. Formonov and state how these measures are 
compatible with international norms and standards as contained, inter alia, in the 
UDHR and the ICCPR. Please provide information on whether he has had access 
to legal counsel, as well as been provided the details, and where available the 
results, of any investigation or inquiry which may have been carried out in relation 
to this case.  

 
In serving their sentences convicted persons must abide by the existing 

procedures and also by the terms of their punishment; they must follow legitimate 
orders given by the administration of the penitentiary institution. Disobedience on the 
part of the condemned or their failure to comply with the obligations imposed on 
them entails responsibility established by the law (Article 13 of the Criminal and 
Executive Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan).  

 
In particular, Article 221 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan 

provides for a punishment for the disobedience to legitimate orders of the 
administration of execution of penalty or other counteraction to the administration in 
performing its functions by a person serving his penalty in institutions of 
confinement, if within one year the person has been penalized with commitment to a 
disciplinary cell of the penitentiary facility for violation of penal security regulations. 

 
Convict A. Foromonov, while serving his sentence, did not follow the path of 

correction, systematically breached the detention regime, refused to comply with the 
legitimate orders of the administration of the correctional facility and has been a 
persistent and willful violator of the penitentiary regime for which he received 20 
disciplinary penalties. 

 
Consequently, on 3 April 2015, the Kungradskij District Prosecutor’s Office 

of the Republic of Karakalpakstan opened a criminal case against convict A. 
Foromonov under paragraph “b” of Part 2 of Article 221 of the Criminal Code of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan “Disobedience to legitimate orders of the administration of 
execution of penalty”. 

 
On 1 May 2015, Mr. A. Formonov was sentenced by the Kungradskij District 

Court of the Republic of Karakalpakstan to 5 years and 26 days of deprivation of 
liberty under paragraph “b” of Part 2 of Article 221 of the Criminal Code of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan “Disobedience to legitimate orders of the administration of 
execution of penalty” and Article 60 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan “Inflicting penalty in instance of multiple sentence”. During the trial Mr. 
A. Formonov was provided with the state defense – he had an access to a lawyer. In 
choosing a type and a measure of punishment for Mr. A. Formonov the court took 
into consideration all the circumstances of the case both attenuating and aggravating 
his responsibility. 

 
The right of convicts to receive legal assistance is enshrined in Article 10 of 

the Criminal and Executive Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan in accordance with 
which convicts can receive professional legal assistance of lawyers. In order to have 
access to this assistance convicts or their lawyers should submit relevant requests for 
face-to-face meetings. Such meetings are not counted in the overall number of visits 



permitted by the Criminal and Executive Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan – their 
number and duration are not limited. 

The measures taken by the law enforcement bodies with respect to convict A. 
Formonov do not in any way contradict the norms and provisions of both national 
legislation and international instruments including the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and the International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights. 

 
3. In connection with the above, please kindly provide information about the 

state of health of Mr. Formonov, as well as details of his access to independent 
medical professionals. Please indicate what measures have been taken to ensure 
that the physical and psychological integrity of Mr. Formonov is guaranteed while 
in detention. 

 
The right of convicts in the detention facilities to receive skilled medical care 

is guaranteed by Article 40 of the Constitution of the Republic of Uzbekistan, the Law 
of the Republic of Uzbekistan “On protection of health of the citizens” and by Article 
87 of the Criminal and Executive Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan. 

 
Conditions for service of sentence in the penitentiary institutions are strictly 

adhered to in accordance with the legislation of the Republic of Uzbekistan. Medical 
units are equipped with required medical instrumentation and tools. Penitentiary 
institutions are fully stocked with necessary medicines and drugs. 

 
When Mr. A. Formonov was transferred to a detention facility he underwent a 

comprehensive medical examination and was recognized as an apparently healthy 
individual. 

 
Since the beginning of the service of his sentence in the correctional facility 

УЯ 64/71 convict A. Formonov has been undergoing regular medical check-ups – 
twice every year. 
 
 In 2013, convict A. Formonov did not file any complaints about tooth pain 
with the administration of the correctional facility and in the same year he was 
examined by health professionals of the correctional facility УЯ 64/71 and medical 
specialists (including otolaryngologist and dentist) from the Republican hospital for 
convicts in Tashkent – no illnesses or pathologies were found out. 
 
 At present, medical specialists class convict A. Foromonov’s state of health as 
satisfactory; his mouth cavity does not require intervention; he does not have any 
illnesses, pathologies, indurations in various places in his body or neoplasms in the 
form of “hard lumps”. 
 
 There is no evidence that convict A. Foromonov was subjected to either 
physical or moral pressure. He does not require any medical assistance. He is 
basically healthy and able-bodied. 
 
 Incidents described in the joint communication did not take place and could 
not take place because officials in the penitentiary system have been acting strictly 
within the framework of their professional duties complying not only with the norms 
of the existing legislation but also with universal human and moral and ethic 



principles of treating citizens who offended against the law. 
 
 In penitentiary institutions of Uzbekistan all necessary measures are being 
taken in a timely fashion in order to prevent any actions aimed at infringing legitimate 
rights of detainees and persons sentenced to deprivation of liberty. If cases of the use 
of physical force or unlawful treatment are discovered those responsible are held 
disciplinary or criminally liable. 
 
 4. Please explain the motives behind placing Mr. Formonov in solitary 
confinement and how this is compatible with international norms and standards, 
inter alia those referenced above. 
 
 The laws of the Republic of Uzbekistan prohibit solitary confinement of 
convicts. 
 
 In the penitentiary system of the Republic of Uzbekistan convicts are not kept 
in solitary confinement, they are placed and live in common living quarters. 
 
 Facility УЯ 64/71 (standard regime penal colony) where convict A. 
Foromonov is presently serving his sentence does not have solitary cells, convicts are 
kept in residential buildings, in separate quarters for 10 – 12 persons. 
 
 No “prolonged or indefinite solitary confinement…” was used against convict 
A. Foromonov during the time he has been serving his sentence. 
 
 5. Please kindly indicate what measures have been taken to ensure that 
human rights defenders in Uzbekistan are able to carry out their legitimate work in 
a safe and enabling environment without fear of threats or acts of intimidation and 
harassment of any sort. 
 
 The laws of the Republic of Uzbekistan do not provide for a separate legal 
status of human rights defenders. 
 
 At the same time, any NGO within the scope of its activities is responsible for 
defending to a greater or lesser degree the rights and legitimate interests of its 
members and that is why the majority of these organizations can be considered as 
human rights defending organizations. 
 
 It should be also noted that there are no political prisoners in Uzbekistan. The 
so called “human rights defenders” serving their sentences were convicted for specific 
crimes or actions prohibited by the national legislation. 
 
 The Criminal Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan does not contain articles 
stipulating punishment for professional or human rights activities. 














