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PERMANENT MISSION OF THAILAND

No. 52101/ 3%y GENEVA

22 May B.E. 2558 (2015)
Dear Sirs and Madam,

I wish to refer to your joint letter dated 21 May 2015, requesting the Royal Thai
Government to provide clarification on the allegation of “push back” policies of migrants in the
Bay of Bengal.

While your communication has been conveyed to the attention of the authorities
concerned in: Thailand, I wish to underscore the importance attachcd by the Royal Thai
Government to tackiing the problem of human trafficking for which it has announced a zcro
tolerance policy and to provide you with preliminary information as follows:

As you know, following the Roval Thai Government’s law enforcement
opcralions, several migrant smuggling camps have been discovercd near our southern border,
Consequently, many stranded migrants have been rescued by Thai authorities. They have been
given humanitarian assistance, including medical care with special attention given to the
vulnerable, especially women and children. The Government has also consistently affirmed its
policy and commitment towards assisting displaced persons and migrants at sea on
humanitarian consideration, and that we will would not push them back.

On reports about a vessel comprising around 300 migrants drifting in Thai
territorial waters along the Thai-Malaysian coast as aliuded in your letter, I wish to inform you
that, upon being nofified, Prime Minister General Prayut Chan-o-cha instructed the Royal Thai
Navy to inspect the situation, informing the people on board of the vessel that Thailand was
ready for disembarkation in order to provide humanitarian assistance if' so needed. However,
those on board informed the Thai side that they did not wish to disembark on Thailand, the sea
current having pushed them into Thai territorial water, They requested for food, drinking water,
and fuel, which Thailand duly provided according to humanitarian principles.

Mr. Frangois Crépean,
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants,
Mr. Christof Heyns,
Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions,

Mr. Juan E. Méndez,
Special Rapporteur on torturc and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment
Ms. Maria Grazia Giammarinaro,
Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children,
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. On the question of temporary: shelters, the initiative. is being -prepared for
negessary. situations in aecordance with humanitarian principles within the bounds of relevant
domiestic laws. ©On 20 May 2015, General Tanasak Patlmapragom. Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign., Affairs of Thailand met with: the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Malaysia
aid Indonesia in Putra_]aya Malaysm wherc a proposal that the international community will be
responsiblc In providing Malaysia, Indoncsia and Thailand with the necessary support,
particularly [inancial assistance, lo cnable these countries to provide temporary shelter and
hwmnanitarian assistance to the irregular migrants currently at risk has been made.

As you rightly mentioned in your letter, rccent incidents have shown that the
problem needs to be addressed in a comprehensive manner and requires cooperation among
couniries of origin, transit and destination to find durable solutions, The issuc must be addressed
at it root causes as well as contributing factors. The Foreign Ministers of the three concerned
countries therefore urged"t"he infernational community tb,Wo:k collectively te solve this problem
as well -as underlined the need for medium and long-term sustainable solutions.

In this connection and given the urgency and the complexity of the situation,
Thailand will host a Spceial Mecting on Irregular Migration in the Indian Ocean on 29 May
2015 in Bangkok, which will bring together the couniries concerned to comprehensively work
together to address the unprecedented increase of irregular migration across the Bay of Bengal
in recent years. We are hopeful that this Special Meeting will lead to concrete action through
which participation countrics can cooperate, especially in the immediate and medium terms,
based upon the principles of burden-sharing and shared responsibility. Recent press releases
issued by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand on this issue are attached hergwith for
your perusal. |

: 1 hope that the preliminary information provided would address some of your
concerns and could be helpful for the work of your respective mandate. The Permanent Mission
of Thailand remains at your disposal should you require additional information.

Yours sincerety,

(Krerkpgri Rogkcharhnong)
Charge d* Affaires, a.i.
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No. 206
Thailand to hold a special meeting on irrcgular migration in the Indian Occan

The Royal Thai Government is organizing the Special Meeting on Trregular
Migration in the Indian Ocean on 29 May 2015 in Bangkok. The Special Meeting is an
urgent call for the region to comprehensively work together to address the unprecedented
increase of irregular migration across the Bay of Bengal in recent years.

The increasing complexity of thce problem demands a multi-faceted approach.
Countries of origin, transit, and destination must work together to address the problem
comprehensively by addressing the root causes as well as all the contributing factors along
the way. Thailand is firmly committed o this cooperative and coordinated approach, and the
upcoming ratification of the ASEAN Convention Against Trafficking in Persons, Especially
Women and Children (ACTIP) to be signed at the 27% ASEAN Summit in Kuala Lumpur in
November 2015, and the ASEAN Plan of Action (ATA), will serve as a festament of our
commitment to this cause.

The one-day meeling, to be attended by scnior officials from 15 affected countdes,
including Australia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Vietnam, Bangladesh -
and the U.S., among others, as observers, as well as relevant international organizations:
UNHCR, IOM, and UNODC, will build on the progress of the Bali Process on People
Smuggling, Trafficking in Persons and Related Transnational Crime. It will also follow up
on the existing work done on this issue, particularly the Special Ministerial Conference on
Irregular Movement of Persons held in Jakarta in 2013,

The mecling, which will be opened by Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs and chaired by Mr. Norachit Sinhaseni, Permancnt Sccretary for Foreign
Affairs, will provide a forum for exchanges of information and intelligence on the current
sitvation on irregular migration by sea and its challenges, as well as to demonstrate their
strong commitment (o strengthen cooperation and foster more concrete actions. Such actions
may include, inter alia, cooperation on information and intelligence sharing as well as
coordination in law cnforcement to dismantle transnational criminal networks, and collective
information campaign at countries of origin, transit, and destination to protuote awareness
and prevent cxploitations.
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No. 212

" Reports on boat with migrants found near Satun Province

" Regarding, rcports about a vessel compnsmg around 300° mxgrants drlfhng
in THai territorial waters along the Thai- -Malaysian coast, néar Satun Province,
the Ministry of Foreign' Affairs wishes to inform facts as follows.

Upcm bemg notified, Prime Minister General Prayut ' Chan- o~cha
instructed the Royal Thai Navy to; ingpect the situation; mtonmng the vessel: that
Thmland was ready to'provide humanitarian-assistanice if so needed, However
those on board mfc:rmad the Thai side: that they did not Wwish. to chsembark on
Thsuland thc sca’ currcnt havmg pushed them into Thai territorial water,. They
requested for food, _drinking water, and fuel, which Thailand duly prov1ded
a¢cording to hunmmtanan principles:

The problem of irregular nugratmn in the: Indian Ocean has become. more
complex, - ~affecting  many. countrics. -and . “demands a2 multl-facctcd and
mtematlonally-conrdmated approach, The Royal “Thai Govemmcnt 15 therefote
organizing the Special Meeting on Irregular ngratmn in’ the Tndian‘Océan on
29 Viay 2015 in Bangkok The: Spemal ‘Megting is an urgent call for. the regwn
to: ccmprehmswely Work tagcther to address-. the ‘unprecedented inerease of
itregular. migration. across the. an of Bengal in recent years. The.onc-day
meeking w111 be attended by genior’ uﬂiuals fmm Haffected countnﬂs such as

“Australia, Indonesia, “Malaysia; Carbodis;- Laos, Myanmar; - Viétnam, : and

Bangladesh and’ observe:rs 111c1ud1ng the 1;8.;.as well’ as relevant international
organizations: UNHCR, IOM, and UNODC,
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Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs discussed the issue of
‘ irregular movement of people in the Indian Ocean

.. On.20 May ' 2015, General Tanassk Patimapragom, Deputy. Prime Minister and
Munstcr of Foreign Affairs of Thailand visited Putrajaya, Malaysia upon the invitation  of
Minister of Forcign. Affairs of" Malaysm to discuss with both Ministers of Foreign Affalrs of
Malayma and Indcncsm on the issue of Incgular movement. of peoplé in the rcglcn The
meeting, urgcd for a comprchcnswc sclutlcn and- conccrtcd efforts in addrcssmg the
unprcccdcntcd incredse of 1rrcgu1ar mlgratlon in thc rcglcn Ca : :

Dcputy Primc Mlmstcr and Mm1stcr cf' Tcrcrgn Af‘fmrs cmphasmcd 1hat thc sitaation
dcmands an immmediate response fo protection of irregular migrants at sea on’ thc basis-of
mtcmatlcna] buxdcn shanng and in accordance w1th thclr rccpcctlve clcmesnc 1aws ‘

R ?Thc Fcrclgn Mmlctcrs clsc undcrlmcd thc 11ccd fcr 1ned1um— tcnn .md lcng~ tcrm
sustﬂmablc solutions, Céuntries of origin, fransit, and-destination as well as' the interniational

ccmmumty must wcrk ccllcctlvcly tor sclvc thm prcblcm wlnch shculd nct hc lefi to any
ccuntry alcnc ' ‘ .

Thc mcctmg fully agrccd w1th Thmlsmd that rclcvant ccunmcg rnust cxprcsc thc1r
slrcng commitment. to- weork: tcgcthcr and with' other. relevant: parucs to r1d thé region of
pecple smugglcrc and’ hmn trafﬁckcrs and. to prevent nregular nngrahcn ﬂcws This.could.
be dcxic by, among. other: thmgc creating. wnd: strcngthcnmg the: tietwork of Jaw-enforeeinent
cfﬁ crs Aneredsing communication.with peopleron. the’ g;rcund and prcmctmg dcvclopmcnt at
countrics. of ‘origin. They urgcd not-only the-countries involved in the: region, but also thc
intcrnatlcnal ccmmumty to: sharc mcrc rcsponmbﬂ:ty in. thts cndcavcr L

e Thalland attachcd grcat tmpcrtancc to humamtarlan assxstancc and w1]1 not push back
mlgmms stranded in- the Thai territorial water. To: explore. p0551b1c cccpcrahcn ﬂcm relevant
countriesand. international: orgamzatlons Thalland will hold.the' Spccml Mectmg on Irrcgular
Migration in the Tndian Ogean on 29 Mzy 2015 in Bangkok. The meeting will be attended by
17 ccuntnes, 2 observers: and: 3 international crgamzations It will provide a fcrum for
relevant pnrtlcs to. ccnstructwcly discuss and to demonstrate, their strong: ccmrmtmcnt to
smcngthcn cocpcx ation In seriously preventing: and sclvmg thc prcblcm cf iy cgular mi gratlcu
itvthe région-in a concrete and:sustainable anner. ' ‘ S
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