
The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Belarus to the United Nations and 
Other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliment to the Office of 
the High Commissioner for Human Rights and referring to the letter of 17 April 2015 
has the honour to forward in the spirit of good will and constructive cooperation with 
HRC special procedures the information regarding Mr. Leanid Sudalenka. The 
information is to be brought to the attention of the Special Rapporteur on the 
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, the Special Rapporteur on the 
situation of the human rights defenders and the Special Rapporteur on the 
independence of judges and lawyers. 

 
The Permanent Mission avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Office 

of the High Commissioner for Human Rights the assurances of its high consideration. 
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Information of the competent bodies of the Republic of Belarus in reply to the 
joint communication from the Special Procedures of the UN Human Rights 

Council dated 17 April 2015, Ref. BLR1/215 
 
 

 
Following the receipt of the joint communication from the Special Rapporteur 

on the situation of the human rights defenders and the Special Rapporteur on the 
independence of judges and lawyers the competent authorities of the Republic of 
Belarus examined and verified all the facts stated in the communication dated 17 
April 2015. 

 
As for the substance of the communication, the General Prosecutor’s Office 

and the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Belarus provided the following 
information. 

 
On 26 February 2015, Mr. L. Sudalenko filed a statement with the Gomel 

Regional Directorate of Internal Affairs in which he informed the authorities that on 
20 February 2015, an unknown author published an article on the Internet website 
http://gomelbest.com entitled “Stars for a human right defender” and signed by 
certain Artem Vasiliev. According to Mr. L. Sudalenko, the intention of the article 
was to affect his willpower, to instill in him fear and uncertainty for the safety of his 
minor children. With due account of that, Mr. L. Sudalenko requested the authorities 
to open a criminal case for an offence under Article 186 of the Criminal Code of the 
Republic of Belarus - threat of murder or infliction of grave injury to health or 
destruction of property. 

 
On 23 March 2015, in a follow-up to his request for a criminal investigation 

Mr. L. Sudalenko additionally stated that on 23 February 2015, he received an e-mail 
containing a link to a video of a live coverage from the spot in Moscow where Mr. B. 
Nemtsov was assassinated accompanied by the question “how do you like the video?” 
This e-mail was sent from an account nikitasudalenko@mail.ru. 

 
Mr. L. Sudalenko tends to see a link between this article and video and his 

professional activities, in particular, providing legal assistance to Ms. O. Grunova 
whose son – A. Grunov – was sentenced to death for committing murder under 
aggravating circumstances. 

 
During the examination of Mr. L. Sudalenko’s statement about threats to 

him it was found out that the website http://gomelbest.com is registered with the IP 
address which belongs to the Internet provider UK2, VPS.net in Netherlands. The 
server and all the data about that website users are in the possession of the above-
mentioned provider in Netherlands. That is why it was not possible to identify the 
author of the article above during the examination of facts under Article 174 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code of the Republic Belarus. 

 
The examination of the content of the article showed that it did not contain 



any real or indirect threats to Mr. L. Sudalenko. 
 
On these grounds, on 27 March 2015, the internal affairs authorities took the 

decision to deny Mr. L. Sudalenko’s request for a criminal investigation of death 
threats in accordance with paragraph 2 of Part 1 of Article 29 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code of the Republic of Belarus – absence of the event of a crime. 

 
On 28 May 2015, the Gomel Regional Prosecutor’s Office overturned this 

decision of the internal affairs authorities while the materials of the case were 
returned for an additional examination with a clear instruction to take exhaustive 
measures in order to identify the author of the article “Stars for a human rights 
defender” and of the video. 

 
As a result of the additional examination, the deficiencies pointed out by the 

Prosecutor’s Office were eliminated. 
 
Basing themselves on the results of the additional examination, on 30 March 

2015, the bodies of the internal affairs took the decision to deny Mr. L. Sudalenko’s 
request for a criminal investigation again. 

 
At present, all the materials of the examination are being reviewed by the 

Gomel Prosecutor’s Office. 
 
As for the search conducted by the police officers at the premises of the 

Gomel City Section of the Republican Public Association “Legal Initiative”, we 
would like to state the following. 

 
On 6 March 2015, an unidentified individual sent an e-mail message to the 

Gomel Soviet District Inspection of the Ministry of Taxes and Tax Collection 
containing a video recording entitled “Happy Holiday, Ladies.mp.4” and signed 
“Lyonya, simply Lyonya”. The message was sent from e-mail address 
sudalenko@mail.ru registered with Mr. L. Sudalenko. 

 
On the same day similar video recording was sent to the official e-mail 

address of the Gomel Regional Directorate of the Investigation Committee of the 
Republic of Belarus. 

 
According to the conclusion of the Gomel Regional Expert Commission dated 

25 March 2015, the video file sent to the addresses above contains scenes of 
pornographic nature and can be categorized as pornography. 

 
Criminal cases were opened against an unidentified individual for an offence 

under Part 2 of Article 343 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Belarus – 
production and dissemination of pornographic materials or objects of pornographic 
nature with the use of the Internet. 

 
The check conducted by the authorities showed that the video file was sent 

from the IP address which is static and used by the Republican Public Organization 
“Legal Initiative”. 

 



In order to identify the individual who disseminated these materials and in 
accordance with the requirements of the Criminal Procedure Code of the Republic 
Belarus and decision of the Gomel Prosecutor’s Office, inspections of Mr. L. 
Sudalenko’s place of residence and of the “Legal Initiative” office were conducted. 
Computers seized during these inspections, including those belonging to the 
employees of the organization, were forwarded for a technical expert examination. 

 
As of now, the individual who had disseminated pornographic materials has 

not yet been identified since many employees had access to the computer from which 
those materials had been sent. 

 
The criminal investigation is still under way. Relevant investigative measures 

are being presently taken. 
 
Mr. L. Sudalenko is a witness in a criminal case; no measures of procedural 

coercion were taken against him; he was not recognized as a suspect in this criminal 
investigation and no criminal charges were brought against him. 

 
  










