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URGENT & CONFEDINTIAL

CHAN. 20| {;.- 265

The Permanent Mission of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United Nations and Other
International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights (Special Procedures Branch), and with refercnce to the Joint
Commurtication sent by the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly
and of association and the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders dated
August 29" 2014 concemning the compulsory registration of all civil society organizations with
the Ministry of Social Solidarity in accordance with the allegedly restrictive provisions of the
84/2002 NGOs Law (AL EGY 11/2014), has the honor to attach herewith the information
provided by the Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt addressing the allegations included
in the aforementioned communication, and looks forward that the enclosed information be
brought to the attention of the mandate hoiders who presented the foresaid joint communication,
and be duly reflected in the relevant communications report to be submitted to the Human

Rights Couneil:

_ The most recent press release issued by the Ministry of Social Selidarity of the Arab
Republic of Egypt on the 20™ of August concerning the NGOs law.

- The press release issued by Ministry of Social Solidarity of the Arab Republic of Egypt
on the 2™ of September declaring the extension of the period provided for the
rectification of the legal status of the entities exercising NGOs activities without
registration until November 10" 2014.

The Permanent Mission of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United Nations and
Other International Organizations in Geneva avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (Special Procedures Branch), e

assurances of its highest consideration.
Geneva, 9 September 2014

Office of the High Commissioner for Haman Rights (Special Procedures Bram: -
Fax: +41-22 917 9008 ‘

T PERMANENT MISSION OF THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYTT
TC THE UNITED NATIONS & OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
40 AVENUE BLANC, 1202 - GENEVE
TEL: ~41-22-73L.6530 FAX: +41-22-738.4415
mission.egyphities.itn. int
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Miristrry of Social Solidarity

Statement Regarding the NGOs Law

Stemming from vut belizl in the importance of kcping an open and effective
commanication channel with our partaess in developmant, and purticulsdy during the process of
preperitg 2 new NGOs law, the Mintstry of Sociul Solidasity would 1ke to clarify the following;

& Since the 25 of Tanuary 2011 revolution, 3 drafts were prepared in an attempl to modify
NGOs law No. 84 for year 2002. The new law HAS NQY been issued yet.
»  Tnlight of having 3 different drafis prepared in years 2012, 2013 and Feb. 2014, and due to
. disagreemeats between the various groups who participated in the preparation of thede
 drafis, and the importance of this {aw to the Egyptian society at lasge, the Minister of Social
: Salidarity requested from th General Federation of NGOs to conduct a societsl dialogue
! ,§r" und congitation sessions on the 3 drafts hoping that (he participants and staksholders would
come (o apreement on the key features of the final draft. '
C"- " » The General Federation of NGOs, which is an elected body, started socictal dislogue
© sessions by inviting NGOs, from all governorates, representing different thematic and
developtment activities, including bomman rights NGOs. The fuliowing sessions were

voadngted: :
o On26™ June in Cairo, 138 NGOs participated represanting Greater Cairo govemorates,
and Fayourm. .

o O 11 & 12 Fuly in Ismailia, 59 NGOs participated reprasenting Ismailia and Suez
Canal govemorales

o On 18" & 19" Tuy in Alcxandriz, 91 NGO patticipated representing Lower Egypt
governorates,

s Funhernore, a wotkshap will be held for Upper Egypt NGOs on Angust 25", Sohag
governorats, 2 well as anather workshop with the National Council for Hutan Rights,
Eventuslly, the General Federation of NGOs will hold a final consuitation session with
NGOS ta prepare a draft of the Law in light of the recavamendations and deliberations of the
consultative process.

- o The Ministry emphasizes the following: o
: _ Tts comnitment to came up with & final draft that is in line with the 2014 Copstitution,

in which Arricle 75 states that the declaration of an NGO is by natification and for an
NGO to be dissolved. a court semenee is needed. -

. Its commitmment that the final draft would respond 10 the neads of the Eayptian people

 and fulfill cheir aspirations. as well as ensure theic cohesion. D

- 1ts adherence 10 the inrermational weaties endorsed by the Egyprian Government.

- The Ministry is also kesn thar chis important faw is issued und apgroved by ihe upcoming

. Uil the issuance of this new law. Law No, &4 far vear 2002 s still in forue govering
v 08 und tha antities aperating in the ¢ivil sphere.
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Xt is important to nate that:

* Atpresent, eighty nine (89) foreign organizations are 1 i i
se i permitted, to operate in Egypt. In this,
B the Mt_::usﬂ'y continues to encourags credible and experienced forcign urga.n.izagﬁipns. .
, : Cperating under the laws that reguiate its work and which have a track recard of working in .
Egypt, to continne 1o Suppott. its development efforts.
*  The Minjstry is also keen to sncouraga oll registered Egypti
M ! gyptian NGOs (stmost 40,000) to
mabilize local and fmei@ financial resources in accordancs with the law and with full
Wrusparency.  In this, the Ministry highlights the following:

e * Jines 25 Janwary 2011, and to date, 560 NGOs received 2011 grants from 639 domo
: the totad sura of LE 2,175,006,000 (Two Billion One Hnn:lrcdg;:: Seventy Five Mil?iﬁfgr
Egyptian Pounds) approzimately. '
" After 30 Jupe 2013, 296 NGOs of the 560 receivad 668 prants from 266 donors for the
| total sum of L 710,000,000 (Seven Hundred and Ten Million Egyptian Pounds)
. :ﬁt‘?:mataly. The Ministry has expedited the grant approval period and cut it down to

The Ministry calls upon the civil society and especially the Human Rights NGOs, to be accurate
ant%- 10t to prefudge, as well a5 respact the comrent congnitative and democratic process that iy
tal;ﬁg place in order to issuc & sew modern and balanced law that supports development efforts,
io Egypr.

12782014
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