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HRC/NONE/2015/137 
 

  (Translated from Arabic) 
 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Date: 21 May 2015 

To: Mr. Mads Andenas, Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary 

Detention 

  Ms. Gabriela Knaul, Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and 

lawyers 

  Mr. Juan Méndez, Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or 

degrading treatment or punishment 

  Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights,  Geneva 

Your Excellencies, 

 Thank you for your letter to His Excellency the Permanent Representative of 

Qatar to the United Nations in Geneva containing an urgent appeal with respect to 

alleged human rights violations relating to the trial and detention of the Filipino 

national Ronaldo Lopez Ulep.  

Allow me to present the following clarifications: 

· The Office of the Public Prosecutor charged the accused, an employee of the 

Qatari Air Force, and other persons with having participated, during 2009 and 

2010, in a criminal agreement aimed at perpetrating the crime of intelligence 

communication with a foreign State. They divulged State secrets with a view to 

damaging the State military and economic centre. This crime is punishable under 

articles 3/1, 46, 107, 109, 111 and 128 of Criminal Code No. 11 of 2004; 

· The Office of the Public Prosecutor undertook an investigation of the facts, 

interrogated the accused, listened to prosecution and defence witnesses, and 

referred the accused to the criminal court, which handed down a sentence of lif e 

imprisonment; 

· All the arrest, investigation and pretrial detention procedures in the 

aforementioned case were conducted in accordance with the law, and none of the 

accused was subjected to any form of torture or ill-treatment; 

· The accused was arrested in accordance with correct legal procedures, on receipt 

of permission from the Office of the Prosecutor on 4 April 2010; 

· The accused appeared before the relevant court, which accorded them all the 

rights enshrined in international treaties, including the right to defence counsel, 

as reflected in the documents pertaining to the case. Each of the accused had a 

lawyer, who was present throughout the trial; 

· With regard to the period of detention of the accused, the Office of the Public 

Prosecutor reported that article 1 of Act No. 10 of 2008, which is the law 

governing the authority responsible for investigatory and evidentiary matters, 

provides that, as an exception to the provisions of the Code of Criminal 

Procedure, the period of detention for a person charged with an act that 

constitutes one of the offences falling within the competence of the authority is a 

maximum of 30 days prior to his referral to the Office of the Public Prosecutor. 

Hence the accused was brought before the Office of the Prosecutor within the 

legally prescribed period; 
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· With regard to the question regarding the solitary confinement of the accused for 

lengthy periods and the prevention of visits, the Office of the Public Prosecutor 

reported that, according to its official records, all requests for visits from the 

Embassy of the Philippines in Doha and from the family of the accused were 

approved. 

 I wish to reassure Your Excellencies of our commitment to international human 

rights treaties and standards and to their implementation with the requisite 

transparency, since we believe that human rights issues are the cornerstone of the 

comprehensive reform policies pursued by the State.  

 We also wish to reaffirm that we are fully open to dialogue on this subject and on 

any other issues of common concern with a view to guaranteeing respect for human 

rights. 

 Accept, Your Excellencies, the assurances of our highest consideration.  

[signed] Khalid Bin Jassim Al Thani 

Director of the Human Rights Department 

 










