
The Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the United Nations and Other 
International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliment to the Office of the 
High Commissioner for Human Rights and has the honor to forward the information 
in connection with the joint communication of the Special Rapporteur on the 
promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression; the 
Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association; 
the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders; and the Special 
Rapporteur on the promotion of truth, justice, reparation and guarantees of non-
recurrence (reference: UA RUS 9/2014). 

 
The Permanent Mission avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Office 

of the High Commissioner for Human Rights the assurances of its highest 
consideration. 

 
 
  
 
 
        

Geneva, 17 December 2014 
 
 
 
 
The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
 
Geneva 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Comment by the Information and Press Department of the Russian Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs regarding the situation around NGO “Memorial” 
 
 

         2498-28-10-2014 
 
 
In view of public statements and communications from a number of international 
organizations and entities we would like to briefly comment on the situation around 
“Russian Historical-Enlightenment, Human Rights and Humanitarian Society 
“Memorial”. 
 
In particular, some of our foreign partners and colleagues were quick to describe the 
situation as, allegedly, “yet another example of the onslaught on the Russian civil 
society”. Moreover, it is stated that “such an attitude” is inadmissible with respect to 
the organization, which at its origin was associated with academician A. Sakharov. 
 
It should be noted that more than 40 non-commercial organizations featuring word 
“Memorial” in their official names are operating in the Russian Federation. And the 
organization in question is not the one whose origins relate to the renowned Soviet 
and Russian human rights defender. 
 
As for this specific case, it was already back in 2012 when the Ministry of Justice of 
the Russian Federation conducted a planned due diligence inspection of this all-
Russian public organization in order to check whether the activities of this non-
commercial organization are compliant with its statutory objectives and existing 
legislation. As a result of this inspection it was established that there was no 
documentary evidence proving that in its activities the organization was guided by its 
own statutory objectives, it was also uncovered that the organization was acting in 
violation of the existing legislation of the Russian Federation and did not abide by the 
provisions of its statute. Hence, on 17 January 2013, a written warning was issued to 
the permanent governing body of this organization obligating it to remedy these 
violations by 30 June 2013. Upon the expiry of this deadline another warning was 
issued and another timeline for remedying these violations was established – it had to 
be done by 10 September 2014. 
 
Unfortunately, up to now many violations specified in the two warnings (more than a 
dozen) have not yet been remedied. Besides, the organization submitted false 
information about the movement of funds (receipt or absence thereof) on the 
organization’s operating account and in its cash register. 
 
In view of the situation and in accordance with the existing Russian legislation, on 17 
September 2014, the Russian Ministry of Justice filed a lawsuit with the Supreme 
Court of the Russian Federation requesting the closure of this all-Russian public 
organization. 
 
It is important to highlight two things here. First, the requirements of the Russian 
legislation are uniformly applicable to all organizations of civil society active in the 
Russian Federation without any exceptions, preferences and regardless of their special 



status because of their “merits” or “track record”. Second, as we understand, whether 
the Supreme Court is going to examine the statement of claim or not depends entirely 
on the readiness of “Russian Historical-Enlightenment, Human Rights and 
Humanitarian Society “Memorial” to remedy the violations uncovered by the Russian 
Ministry of Justice. 
 
We call on our foreign colleagues to take into consideration all the elements referred 
to above. 






