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  (Translated from Arabic) 

In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate 

Republic of the Sudan 

Presidency of the Republic 

Advisory Council for Human Rights 

Date:  14 May 2012 

No.:  W`A/HAQA/Urgent appeals 

Subject: Reply to the allegations of arrests and use of excessive force in countering 

demonstrations at Khartoum University 

 With reference to the above subject and the joint urgent appeal received through the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs in a communication, signed by Special Rapporteurs who are 

special procedures mandate holders of the Human Rights Council, concerning allegations 

of human rights violations in the Sudan during December 2011, we should like to transmit 

the information we have received from the competent authorities, which is as follows: 

I: Legal and statutory rules are observed by police to ensure the right to meet and 

assemble peacefully and guarantee the psychological and physical integrity of persons 

exercising that right, to which reference is made in the regulation governing the use of force 

by members of the police. Section II, article 11, of the regulation states that, when breaking 

up disturbances, the responsible officer must take protective measures to safeguard lives 

and public and private property and ensure the clear flow of traffic on public highways. 

II: The disturbances seen at Khartoum University when students attempted to go out 

onto the streets in support of the demands of Manaseer, and when other entities sought to 

exploit the death of dissident Khalil Ibrahim in order to disrupt security, were tackled by 

operational forces with the aim of safeguarding the lives of students and citizens. 

• Police forces entered Khartoum University at the request of its director, made in a 

letter in which he stated that trouble was expected at the university on account of 

issues being stirred up by certain students 

• Police arrested 63 students, most of whom were released after reports on them had 

been filed in accordance with articles 69 and 77 of the Penal Code of 1991, for 

fuelling unrest, breaching the peace and creating a public disturbance 

• A fact-finding committee was established to investigate the claim that police entered 

the university campus and assaulted students. The investigation concluded that: 

 (a) Vandalism was taking place at the university, posing a serious risk to its 

facilities and laboratories according to a statement made by the university caretaker; 

 (b) Pebbles and stones, as well as several Molotov cocktails, were thrown at 

passers-by on the road, damaging a number of vehicles and injuring road users and 

members of the police force in University Street and Republic Street; 

 (c) During the sorting process, it was found that the majority of those arrested 

were from Darfur, that a few were from the island and that some were outsiders to the 

university; 

 (d) Six officers and 16 members of the lower ranks received various injuries, the 

most serious of which was suffered by a police colonel who required four stitches to his 

head after being hit by a brick; 
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 (e) A criminal report filed by a citizen named Hamzah by way of a petition from 

the Khartoum Office of the Public Prosecutor stated that, while he was going along 

University Street on 25 December 2011, the front windscreen of his car had been smashed 

and the front bumper damaged; 

 (f) A level-three student named Mu`tazz from the Faculty of Science at Sudan 

University was badly injured in a discussion corner set up at the university by a group of 

students from the Justice and Equality Movement. He filed report No. 14089 under article 

139 of the Penal Code and spent several days in hospital. 

III: From examining the conclusions drawn by the investigation, it is clear that: 

 (a) The regular forces carried out their duty to maintain the security and safety of 

students and citizens and that the police breaking up the disturbances used internationally 

recognized means to disperse the gathering on the street, which was unlawful in that it 

breached security and public safety; 

 (b) The allegation that members of the force entered the campus and assaulted 

students is an attempt to undermine the police and trivialize the duty that they performed as 

an entity responsible for maintaining the country’s internal security; 

 (c) The forces entered the campus at the request of the university director, as 

stated in section II of this letter; 

 (d) The police used appropriate force to break up the disturbances insofar as no 

injuries of demonstrators and no allegations of assault or use of excessive force were placed 

on record, which confirms that the disturbances were broken up peacefully and with 

appropriate and reasonable force. 

IV: The student Taj Alsir Jaafar was arrested for security reasons on 30 December 2011 

and released on 23 February 2012, in accordance with the powers and authorities vested in 

the security apparatus under articles 24, 25 and 50 of the National Security Act of 2010. He 

was permitted to receive family visits on seven occasions and he continued to be treated 

with dignity and enjoy good health right through until his release. No request was made by 

any lawyer to see him while he was in detention and he is now free. 

V: (1) The standards applied by the security and intelligence apparatus with respect 

to the right to assemble and organize peacefully are provided for in: 

 (a) The Interim Constitution of the Republic of the Sudan of 2005: article 29 on 

personal liberty; article 38 on freedom of belief and worship; article 39 on freedom of 

expression and information; article 40 on freedom of assembly and association; article 47 

on ethnic and cultural communities; and article 48 on the sanctity of rights and freedoms; 

 (b) The Political Parties Act of 2007: article 12 governing the right to establish 

political parties; and article 25 governing freedom of newspapers, information and 

meetings; 

 (c) The National Elections Act of 2008: article 65 on the rights and duties of 

candidates and political parties during electoral campaigns; and article 66 setting out the 

rules on electoral campaigns; 

 (d) The Press and Publications Act of 2009: article 5 laying down the basic 

principles of freedom of the press and journalists; and article 25 governing the rights and 

immunities of journalists; 

 (e) The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which the 

Government of the Sudan is also committed: article 19, paragraph 1, on the right to hold 

opinions without interference; article 19, paragraph 2, on the right to freedom of 
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expression; article 21 on the right of peaceful assembly; and article 22, paragraph 1, on the 

right to freedom of association; 

 (f) The exercise of those rights is not unqualified or without limits; on the 

contrary, it is also restricted by specific conditions provided for in the Constitution, in laws 

or in international covenants in order to ensure respect of the rights or reputations of others, 

or in the interests of national security or public safety, public order or the protection of 

public health or morals (International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, art. 19, para. 

3, art. 21, and art. 22, para. 2). 

• In the interests of maintaining public order, public safety and national security, the 

Sudan’s domestic laws permit the adoption of measures to restrict gatherings, 

marches and demonstrations that are non-peaceful or utilized in a non-peaceful 

manner by others. These measures are not applied arbitrarily and no restrictions are 

placed on the freedom of assembly, association or expression unless the gatherings 

concerned are unlawful or endanger the security and safety of citizens. 

• The persons empowered to deal with these unlawful gatherings are qualified through 

high-level training courses and curricula in the area of international humanitarian 

and human rights law. They take various courses organized at home and abroad in 

association with United Nations organizations, civil society and governmental 

organizations. The training programmes are ongoing and have been incorporated 

into the technical aid programme presented by the Government of the Sudan to the 

Human Rights Council, the aim being to further adjust practices in line with 

international laws and conventions. 

• In carrying out their procedures, the security agencies and police do not single out, 

caution or use violence or intimidation against persons who exercise these rights in 

accordance with the Constitution, laws and international covenants, as confirmed by 

the records of the Office of the Public Prosecutor and the judiciary. 

 Kindly take note of and transmit this information to our Permanent Mission in 

Geneva. 

 Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration. 

(Signed) Dr. Mu`ath Ahmad Muhammad Ahmad Tengu [?] 

Advisor 

Rapporteur, Advisory Council on Human Rights 

    

 














