(Trandlated from Arabic)

Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabiato the United Nations
Geneva

Date: 30 June 2016
Ref.: 413/6/8/1/3273

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Aaato the United Nations
Office at Geneva presents its compliments to thectab Rapporteur in the field of cultural
rights and the Special Rapporteur on freedom adioel or belief, who work for the Office
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Humaigt®s in Geneva. With regard to
joint urgent appeal No. SAU 7/2015 dated 14 Octob@it5 concerning the alleged
destruction of mosques and sites of religious,ohistl and cultural importance in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, we wish to present théofeing response from the Government
of the Kingdom:

l. The Government of the Kingdom strongly denidstla¢ allegations contained in
your communication concerning the destruction okques, graves and sites of religious,
historical or cultural importance.

1. The following is a detailed refutation of thellegations contained in your
communication:

1. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is at the hearthaf Islamic world since it is
the cradle of the Mohammedan revelation and messadéhe location of the world’s two
most venerable sites and cities: the Holy Mosquigléeca and the Mosque of the Prophet
in Medina. Since their construction the Kingdom kpent hundreds of billions of dollars
setting up appropriate facilities to accommodagerttillions of Muslims who visit the sites
each year. It is therefore firmly determined to ser@e these religious, historical and
cultural sites.

2. The destruction of mosques or graves is incdibpawith the State’s rules.
They are preserved by the provisions of the Cartiiit. The building and preservation of
mosques and the inviolability of graves constituedl-known principles of Islamic sharia.

3. There are a large number of Shia mosques iousaparts of the Kingdom
and nobody has interfered with them, since the\sdes of State interest.

4. The Statute of the Commission for Tourism aradidthal Heritage provides
for the protection of sites of religious, cultueaid historical importance. The Commission
has afforded such protection for many sites anbad developed programmes for the
restoration of ancient archaeological mosques opetmtion with the Ministry of Islamic
Affairs, Endowments, Da’'wah and Guidance.

5. The seven mosques of Medina have never beerfargd with. They are
actually very small and are unable to accommodateshippers since they are located on
or at the foot of a mountain. A large mosque hasefore been built among them for
worshippers. The mosques have been preserveddigiaus and historical heritage. The
following website contains a number of photographdittp://www.amana-
md.gov.sa/Pages/ABOUTMADINAH/RELIGIOUSTOURISM/alMgad ALSabaa.aspx.

6. The Islamic Kingdom has a duty to preserve Mwsque of the Prophet
(God’s praise and peace be upon Him) and the Holyl: It may not damage them in any
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way and is required instead to look after them tndegularly maintain the Mosque and
Tomb and the surrounding environment.

7. The allegations concerning other mosques aadegrare totally unfounded
and incompatible with the principles of the Islardimgdom and its devotion to all things
sacred, the most sacred of all being the Holy Mesaind the Mosque of the Prophet (God’s
praise and peace be upon Him).

lll.  With regard to the demolition of archaeolodisétes, this was done with a view to
expanding the Holy Mosque to accommodate Muslimsiippers from all over the world,

ensuring compliance with the provisions of the nita sharia and applicable regulations,
and serving the interests of Hajj and minor Hdfyins and visitors.

In light of the foregoing, the Government of théngdom, which reaffirms its
commitment to the promotion and protection of humahts, rejects all the above-
mentioned allegations. We hope that you will takéerthereof and decide, as appropriate,
to close this file and to inform us thereof.

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom to the Uniations Office at Geneva
takes this opportunity to convey to the Special gaqeeur in the field of cultural rights and
the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion diefhewho work for the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human RightsGeneva, the renewed assurances
of its highest consideration.

[lllegible signature]
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The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations
Office and other international Organizations at Geneva presents its compliments to the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, the Special
Rapporteur in the field of Cultural Rights , the special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion
or Belief. With reference to communication (ref:SAU 7/2015) dated 14 October
2015,attached is the reply of the Saudi Government on the aforementioned
communication.

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia avails itself of this
opportunity to renew The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, to the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, the Special
Rapporteur in the field of Cultural Rights, the special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion
or Belief the the assurances of its highest consideration.
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