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(Translated from Arabic)

Report on complaint No. 120/2015 (cybercrimes)

The accused: Nabeel Ahmad Abdurrasoul Rajab — 640013651
The charges:

1.  Felonious propagation of false and biased reports, statements and rumours and
deliberate dissemination of provocative propaganda in wartime.

2. The misdemeanour of insulting the Ministry of the Interior.
3. The misdemeanour of publicly insulting a foreign State and its leaders.
Summary of the facts

The facts can be summarized as follows: The accused disseminated, through the
social media, words and expressions deemed insulting to the Kingdom of Bahrain and
to a number of sister Arab States participating in the “Decisive Storm” military
campaign designed to support legitimacy and maintain stability in the sister Republic
of Yemen. He described this campaign as an illegitimate act of aggression and tweeted
provocative, false and biased reports, rumours and propaganda while the Kingdom of
Bahrain was in a state of war. His tweets inciting people to demonstrate publicly
against the military operations in which the Kingdom of Bahrain was participating
were highly prejudicial to the Bahraini armed forces and to the military preparations
and operations of the Kingdom of Bahrain and the other States in the coalition.
They were likewise detrimental to national steadfastness, determination and morale
and likely to spread panic among the population. The messages transmitted by the
accused also contained images of the bodies of persons, including children, which he
exploited by claiming that they had lost their lives as a result of the “Decisive Storm”
operation although, in actual fact, those images had previously been posted in
connection with events that took place in Palestine and Syria. Moreover, the accused
transmitted libellous accusations against the Ministry of the Interior and its
institutions in which he claimed that acts of torture were being practised
systematically by bodies attached thereto and on instructions therefrom.

The charges on the basis of which the accused was detained therefore included
the deliberate propagation, in wartime, of false or biased reports, statements or
rumours and the deliberate dissemination of provocative propaganda prejudicial to the
military preparations for the defence of the Kingdom of Bahrain or to the military
operations of the armed forces or likely to spread panic among the population or
weaken national steadfastness. These constitute offences against the State’s external
security which are punishable by a term of up to 10 years’ imprisonment under the
provisions of part one, chapter I, article 133, of the special section of the Criminal
Code. Hence, in accordance with article 147, paragraph 2, of the Code of Criminal
Procedure, the Public Prosecution was vested with the power of a lower court judge to
order remand in custody for one or more successive periods of up to 15 days but not
exceeding a total of 30 days. After exhausting its power to renew the remand order,
the Public Prosecution brought the accused before the High Criminal Court, sitting in
chambers, which, on 11 May 2015, ordered a 15-day extension of his remand in
custody in accordance with article 148, paragraph 1, of the Code of Criminal
Procedure. By order of the Court, he is still detained pending investigation of his case.

Measures taken by the Public Prosecution

1.  The accused was questioned by the criminal investigation department of the
Public Prosecution in the presence of his lawyers with one of whom, at his request, he
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was permitted to consult in private before being questioned. During his questioning in
the presence of his lawyers, the accused did not claim to have been subjected to any
coercion or ill-treatment.

2. The home of the accused was searched, under the terms of a judicial warrant, so
that any items that it contained and which related to the above-mentioned offences
could be seized.

3. The contents of the electronic equipment seized were downloaded and
impounded by the competent security department pending further decision thereon.

Reason for detention

Under investigation.
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Geneva, 18 May 2015
1/5(4) - 153 (wg)

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain to United Nations Office and
other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), and would
like to refer to the joint urgent appeal, UA BHR 2/2015, dated 15 April 2015, sent
by the Chair- Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention; the
Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of
opinion and expression; the Special Rapporteur on the Situation of human rights
defenders; and the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment, on the information received regarding the
alleged arrest and detention of Mr. Nabeel Rajab.

In this regards, the Mission has the honour to enclose herewith the
reply of the Public Prosecution of the Kingdom of Bahrain on the
aforementioned case, in Arabic language.

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
the assurance of its highest consideration.

Mr. Karim Ghezraoui
Chief a.i.
Spec1al Procedures Branch

Palais Wilson

Rue des Paquis 52

1201 Geneve

Fax: +41 22917 90 06 /917 90 08

Mission Permanente du Royaume du Bahrein auprés de 'Office des Nations Unies Genéve/Vienne: C.P. 39, 1292 Chambésy Genéve, Suisse
Tel: (+41) 22 758 96 40, Fax: (+41) 22 758 96 50 - E-mail: geneva.mission @ mofa.gov.bh
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