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Reply to the urgent joint appeal UA G/SO 218/2 G/SO 214 (3-3-16) G/SO 214 (53-24) 
BHR 4/2014 dated 15 April 2014 from the Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group 
on Arbitrary Detention, the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and 
lawyers, and the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment, concerning the case of  
Ahmed al-Arab 

 The said accused person, Ahmed Saleh al-Arab, was arrested on 9 January 2014 in 
the light of investigations which found him to be involved, together with others, in the 
commission of acts of terrorism. On 12 January 2014, he was brought before the 
Department of Public Prosecutions and questioned on numerous charges, including 
membership of a terrorist group, procurement and possession of firearms and ammunition, 
the unlicensed manufacture and possession of explosives for a terrorist purpose, the 
unlicensed import of firearms and facilitation of the escape of persons in respect of whom 
arrest warrants had been issued. These are all designated as criminal acts in the Penal Code, 
in Act No. 58 of 2006 concerning the protection of society from acts of terrorism and in 
Legislative Decree No. 16 of 1976 concerning explosives, firearms and ammunition. 

 When the accused underwent a physical examination during his questioning by the 
Department of Public Prosecutions, he was found to have injuries below his eye and 
abrasions on his back, on the dorsal surface of his foot and on his wrists. The Department of 
Public Prosecutions entered this in the record and ordered him to be brought before the 
forensic medical examiner. During his questioning, the accused affirmed that these injuries 
had occurred as a result of an endeavour by the police to subdue him at the time of his 
arrest when he assaulted them in an attempt to escape. 

 The Department of Public Prosecutions ordered his remand in custody pending 
investigation, bearing in mind that his detention in connection with other cases had already 
been ordered, prior to his arrest, under the terms of judicial decisions and judgements. 

 It should be noted that health care is available to all detainees on an equal footing. 
The provision of health care begins as soon as the detainee is admitted to the reform and 
rehabilitation centre, which has a medical clinic that operates round the clock to provide a 
full range of medical services for all the inmates. 

    








