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  (Translated from Chinese) 

 Receipt is hereby acknowledged of joint communication No. AL CHN 11/2015 from 
the Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary 
Disappearances, the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to 
freedom of opinion and expression, the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of 
peaceful assembly and of association, the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or 
belief, the Special Rapporteur on minority issues and the Special Rapporteur on torture of 
the United Nations Human Rights Council. The Government of China has looked carefully 
into the matter referred to in the communication and wishes to make the following reply: 

 Firstly, in March 2016, the provincial Party committee and provincial government of 
Zhejiang decided that, from 2013 to 2015, an intensive action plan would be carried out 
throughout the province to redevelop and demolish illegal structures in old housing 
developments, factory areas and shantytowns that violated laws and regulations such as the 
land management and town planning regulations (known as the “three rectifications and 
one demolition” project). On 26 July 2013, the standing committee of the Zhejiang People’s 
Congress adopted the Zhejiang Regulations on Dealing with Illegal Structures. The “three 
rectifications and one demolition” project extends to all areas. It does not specifically target 
religious structures, much less Christian ones. As at the end of 2014, throughout the 
province a total of 512 million square metres of illegal structures of all types had been 
redeveloped or demolished. Of those, 1.34 million square metres pertained to illegal 
structures used in the practice of religion or folk beliefs, thus representing only 0.26 per 
cent of all the structures redeveloped or demolished throughout the province. Of the 
redeveloped or demolished illegal structures used in the practice of the five major religions 
or folk beliefs, only 2.3 per cent were Christian structures. When implementing the “three 
rectifications and one demolition” project, the relevant departments of the provincial 
government have continuously stressed the need to strictly comply with the policy on 
freedom of religion or belief and to act in strict accordance with the laws and regulations. 

 There are two main types of situations in which Christian structures might be 
affected by the “three rectifications and one demolition” project. First, if a church building 
is in serious violation of land management and town planning laws and regulations, then it 
must be demolished in accordance with the law. Construction of the Sanjiang Church in 
Yongjia county was begun without authorization and without completing the procedures 
necessary to divert agricultural land for another use, to receive the reassignment certificate 
and obtain approval of the construction plans. The relevant authorities had authorized the 
construction of a building measuring 1,800 square metres, but in reality the building had 
more than 11,000 square metres of space. The authorized height of the building was 30 
metres, but in reality the building stood at 57 metres, in serious violation of the laws and 
regulations. Second, crosses that are too tall or too large pose a serious safety hazard. In the 
process of tearing down illegal structures in Zhejiang, it became apparent that the crosses 
on some churches were exceedingly tall or large. Some crosses violated planning 
regulations, while others posed a serious safety hazard, and that situation had to be rectified. 
Zhejiang is prone to typhoons, and, as the crosses on some churches are made of cement, 
they can weigh between 10 and 20 tons, constituting a serious safety hazard. 

 Secondly, Huang Yizi is a male from Pingyang, Zhejiang Province, who was born in 
October 1974. On 24 March 2015, the Pingyang County People’s Court sentenced him to 1 
year of imprisonment for gathering a crowd to disrupt the social order (his prison term ran 
from 1 August 2014 to 1 August 2015). Mr. Huang appealed the conviction. The Wenzhou 
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Intermediate People’s Court heard the case in accordance with the law, and on 19 May 
2015 it issued a ruling in which it rejected the appeal and upheld the original ruling. The 
People’s Court dealt with the case in strict accordance with the Criminal Law and the 
Criminal Procedure Law of the People’s Republic of China. Mr. Huang hired two lawyers 
to defend him. During the trial, not only did Mr. Huang himself exercise his right to present 
a defence, but his two lawyers also made a full submission on his behalf. His procedural 
rights were fully respected. 

 On 13 September 2015, the Wenzhou public security authorities, acting in 
accordance with the law, placed Mr. Huang in criminal detention on suspicion of 
jeopardizing State security. The case is currently still under consideration. Acting in 
accordance with the law, the public security authorities have guaranteed Mr. Huang’s rights 
as an accused person; the claim that he has been subjected to “torture” is inconsistent with 
the facts. 
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