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  (Translated from Arabic) 

Note in response to the joint urgent appeal UA G/SO 218/2 G/SO 214 (67-17) 
Assembly & Association (2010-1) G/SO 214 (107-9) G/SO 214 (3-3-16) G/SO 214 (53-
24) BHR 4/2013 

 With reference to the above joint urgent appeal from the Chair-Rapporteur of the 
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention; Special Rapporteur on the promotion and 
protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression; Special Rapporteur on the 
rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association; Special Rapporteur on the 
situation of human rights defenders; Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and 
lawyers; and Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment 
or punishment, we wish to inform you that, within the framework of constructive 
cooperation to clarify the facts, we are transmitting herewith the following information to 
elucidate the issues raised in that appeal: 

I. Zainab Abdul Hadi Abdullah Alkhawaja 

Circumstances surrounding the arrest of Ms. Zainab Alkhawaja on 27 February 2013. 

Report on Case No. 2013/127458 

Administrative complaint against Zainab Abdul Hadi Abdullah Alkhawaja. 

Summary of the incident 

 According to the incident report filed by a police officer, the person forming the 
subject of the complaint was sitting in front of the main entrance to Al-Qudaybiyah Palace 
holding a placard on which was written “You have detained our fathers, our children and 
even the bodies of our dead. Let your palaces listen and know that we do not fear your 
prisons.” She was shouting and repeating these words and, when people and police officers 
gathered around her, she threw six eggs at the palace entrance and then stood in the middle 
of the main road for 10 minutes and disrupted the traffic. 

Measures taken 

• The incident was reported; 

• The person forming the subject of the complaint was questioned at the police station 
in the presence of a lawyer; 

• She refused to present herself at the Office of the Public Prosecutor; 

• The case was filed as an administrative complaint. 

 It is noteworthy that she had previously been convicted under a number of 
enforceable judgements after her arrest in connection with the incidents listed in the 
following table: 
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Cases in which a judgement has not yet been enforced 

 Case No. Charges brought Court judgements Appellate rulings 

     1 02/2011/67732 

07201112701 

• Riotous assembly; 

• Incitement to hatred 
of the system of 
government; 

• Assault on a public 
official. 

On 22/05/2013, at a hearing 
attended by the defendant’s 
designated legal 
representative, she was 
sentenced to 6 months’ 
imprisonment on the 
interrelated charges brought 
against her and bail for 
suspension of enforcement 
was set at 200 dinars. 

No appeal has been filed to 
date. 

2 02/2012/1218 

07201204687 

11201201347 

• Riotous assembly; 

• Incitement to hatred 
of the system of 
government. 

At a hearing on 23/05/2012 
at which she was deemed to 
be present, she was 
sentenced to 3 months’ 
imprisonment and bail for 
suspension of enforcement 
was set at 300 dinars. 

On 09/05/2013, at a 
hearing at which she was 
deemed to be present, the 
Third Division of the High 
Court of Appeal accepted 
the appeal in matter of 
form but rejected it in 
matter of substance and 
upheld the appealed 
judgement. 

3 02/2012/30221 

17201204312 

11201201266 

Insulting a public 
official during and 
because of his 
performance of his 
duty 

On 23/05/2012, the 
defendant was found 
innocent of the charge 
brought against her. 

On 28/02/2013, at a 
hearing at which she was 
deemed to be present, the 
Third Division of the High 
Court of Appeal decided 
by consensus to accept the 
appeal in matter of form 
and substance by setting 
aside the appealed 
judgement and ruling that 
a penalty of three months’ 
imprisonment should be 
imposed on the appellee in 
respect of the charge 
brought against her. 

4 2012/87275 

08201200989 

Deliberate disruption of 
traffic 

On 09/05/2013, at a hearing 
at which she was deemed to 
be present, the defendant 
was ordered to pay a fine of 
100 dinars on the charge 
brought against her. 

No appeal has been filed to 
date. 

5 2011/82643 

07201204990 

11201202719 

Taking part in an 
unauthorized protest 
march 

On 10/12/2012, at a hearing 
at which she was present, 
the defendant was sentenced 
to 1 month’s imprisonment 
and bail for suspension of 
enforcement was set at 100 
dinars. 

On 27/02/2013, the Third 
Division of the High Court 
of Appeal decided, in the 
appellant’s absence, to 
accept the appeal in matter 
of form but reject it in 
matter of substance and 
uphold the appealed 
judgement. 
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 Case No. Charges brought Court judgements Appellate rulings 

     6 2012/97428 

07201207345 

11201202159 

• Disruption of traffic; 

• Damage. 

On 26/09/2012, the 
defendant was sentenced to 
an enforceable penalty of 2 
months’ imprisonment on 
the charges brought against 
her. 

On 07/03/2013, at a 
hearing attended by her 
designated legal 
representative, the Third 
Division of the High Court 
of Appeal accepted the 
appeal in matter of form 
but rejected it in matter of 
substance and upheld the 
appealed judgement. 

Cases in which a judgement has been enforced 

 Case No. Charges brought Court judgements Appellate rulings 

1 2012/85093 

07/2012/4417 

Assault on a public 
official 

Final judgement handed 
down on 23/05/2012. 

The defendant did not file 
an appeal against the fine 
of 200 dinars imposed at a 
hearing at which she was 
deemed to be present. 

2 2012/87265 

7/2012/4418 

Insulting a public 
official during and 
because of his 
performance of his 
duty 

Final judgement handed 
down on 240/05/2012. 

The defendant did not file 
an appeal against the 
enforceable sentence of 1 
month’s imprisonment 
imposed at a hearing at 
which she was present. 

Note: 
• The total prison sentences that she is currently required to serve amount to 10 months. 

• Date of release: 26 December 2013. 

• There are other cases against the said person that are still under investigation. 

• It is noteworthy that Ms. Alkhawaja has not filed any complaint with the authorities 
concerned in respect of subjection to torture or ill-treatment. 

Enclosures: Medical report on the said person. 
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II. Mahdi Abu Deeb 

A. Charges brought against him 

1. Taking advantage of his administrative authority in his capacity as President of the 
Teachers’ Association to incite and militate in favour of the commission of criminal acts in 
furtherance of a terrorist objective consisting in disruption of the teaching process at 
educational institutions in the Kingdom. 

2. Resorting to threats and the issuance of communiqués calling for a partial strike, sit-
ins, demonstrations and paralysis of the teaching process in furtherance of a terrorist 
objective of disturbing public order in a manner likely to prevent educational institutions 
from performing their functions. 

3. Encouraging and militating in favour of overthrow and change of the State’s 
political regime, which is designated as an offence in article 160 of the Penal Code. 

4. Possession of printed matter inciting and making propaganda for overthrow of the 
system of government, which is designated as an offence in article 161 of the Penal Code. 

5. Publicly inciting hatred of and contempt for the system of government and resorting 
to threats to induce a minister to refrain from an act falling within the scope of his legal 
competence, which is designated as an offence in article 167 of the Penal Code. 

6. Deliberate dissemination of communiqués and false rumours likely to lead to a 
breach of the peace. 

7. Publicly inciting sectarian hatred. 

8. Publicly inciting others to civil disobedience and presenting the commission of 
criminal offences in a favourable light. 

9. Participation in a public gathering of more than five persons with a view to the 
commission of offences and breaches of the peace. 

10. Publicly insulting the army. 

11. Abandoning his work and deliberately refraining from the performance of one of his 
functional duties. 

12. Engagement in an activity that transcends the purpose for which the Association was 
established. 

B. Charges dropped by the Office of the Public Prosecutor 

• Publicly inciting hatred of the system of government, which is designated as an 
offence in article 165 of the Penal Code; 

• Deliberate dissemination of communiqués and false rumours likely to lead to a 
breach of the peace, which is designated as an offence in article 168 of the Penal 
Code; 

• Publicly inciting others to civil disobedience, which is designated as an offence in 
article 173 of the Penal Code. 

C. Judgements handed down against him 

 On 25 September 2011, the National Safety Court of First Instance sentenced him to 
10 years’ imprisonment on all the said interrelated charges brought against him. 

 On 21 October 2012, the Higher Civil Court of Appeal commuted the appealed 
sentence to 5 years’ imprisonment in respect of the following charges of which he had been 
convicted: 
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1. Inciting and militating in favour of the commission of criminal acts in furtherance of 
a terrorist objective consisting in disruption of the teaching process at educational 
institutions in the Kingdom. 

2. Resorting to threats and the issuance of communiqués calling for a partial strike, sit-
ins, demonstrations and paralysis of the teaching process in furtherance of a terrorist 
objective of disturbing public order in a manner likely to prevent educational institutions 
from performing their functions. 

3. Encouraging and militating in favour of overthrow and change of the State’s 
political regime. 

4. Possession of printed matter inciting and making propaganda for overthrow of the 
system of government. 

5. Participation in a public gathering of more than five persons with a view to the 
commission of offences and breaches of the peace. 

6. Publicly insulting the army. 

7. Abandoning his work and deliberately refraining from the performance of one of his 
functional duties. 

8. Engagement in an activity that transcends the purpose for which the Association was 
established. 

 He petitioned the Court of Cassation, through his lawyer, to suspend enforcement of 
the penalty imposed on him and, on 1 July 2013, the Court of Cassation decided to reject 
his petition. 

 The case is still before the Court of Cassation awaiting a final ruling. 

D. The complaint submitted concerning his subjection to ill-treatment 

 While the case was being heard before the Higher Court of Criminal Appeal, the 
defendant informed the Court that he had been subjected to ill-treatment and torture during 
his detention pending trial. He was therefore summoned by the Special Investigation Unit 
for questioning concerning the circumstances of the incidents to which he had referred 
during the hearing. The investigation was carried out and the case was registered under No. 
12/2012/18/Administrative as follows: 

Report on complaint No. 12/2012/18 

Complainant: Mahdi Abu Deeb, aged 51 years. 

Persons against whom the complaint was made: a number of police officers working for the 
Ministry of the Interior. 

Date of the incident: 06/04/2011. 

Summary of the incident 

 The incident can be summarized as the complainant’s assertion during the 
investigation that, on 06/04/2011 when the police appeared at his maternal uncle’s house to 
arrest him, he hid on the roof of the house from which the police threw him when they 
found him, after which he was subjected to a severe beating by a large number of police 
officers whom he was unable to identify. He was then taken to the dry dock where he was 
once again beaten with fists and plastic pipes and forced to stand for a long time. He was 
questioned on several occasions, on each of which he was beaten in an attempt to force him 
to provide information concerning the allegations made against him. He accused a number 
of police officers of committing those acts but, during the investigation, did not indicate 
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that he had been refused permission to receive treatment at the Salmaniya Medical 
Complex or that he had been treated solely by the prison doctor. 

Measures taken 

1. The complainant was questioned by the Investigation Unit at the Office of the Public 
Prosecutor. 

2. Two of the persons against whom he had filed the complaint were interrogated and 
denied the allegations made against them. The other persons involved are still being 
investigated. 

3. The Unit decided that the victim should be sent to the forensic medical examiner but 
he refused to go on the ground that his lawyer had rejected that proposal. 

4. The Unit requested the Criminal Investigation Department to trace the trinomial 
patronymic of the person who, according to the victim, had witnessed the assault against 
him. The efforts made to establish his identity have so far proved unsuccessful. 

Note: The complaint is still under investigation. 

Report on the complaint by the detainee Mahdi Isa Abu Deeb 

Name of detainee: Mahdi Isa Abu Deeb. 

CPR [Central Population Register] No: 610109111. 

The incident 

 The incident forming the subject of Mahdi Isa Abu Deeb’s complaint consists in his 
allegation that, on 19 May 2013, he took a bottle of water from a pack that he had 
previously purchased and, after drinking a few mouthfuls from it, found that it had a strange 
chemical taste and, although the bottle was of the same brand as the others, it was of a 
different size and shape. He reported this to the representative of the Red Cross and also to 
the officer in charge and his lawyer, Jalila Al-Sayyid, but insisted on handing the bottle 
solely to the Office of the Public Prosecutor. 

Measures taken by the police 

 The Office of the Public Prosecutor was notified on 28 May 2013. 

Measures taken by the Office of the Public Prosecutor 

• On 2 June 2013, a visit was paid to the Directorate of Reform and Rehabilitation 
where the complainant’s statements were heard; 

• Two bottles (one authentic and the other forming the subject of the complaint) were 
sent to the laboratory of the Directorate-General of Material Evidence from which a 
report is still awaited; 

• Although the complainant was requested to present himself at the Directorate-
General of Material Evidence so that samples could be taken from him, he refused to 
go on the ground that he was not permitted to wear sports shoes since they were 
contrary to the Directorate’s rules and regulations; 

• The Criminal Investigation Department was requested to conduct inquiries. 

Note:  The case is still pending receipt of the results of the sample analysis and the inquiries 
of the Criminal Investigation Department. 

 When the Directorate of Reform and Rehabilitation was asked about the “sports 
shoes” incident, it was found that the regulations required detainees to wear standard shoes 
when leaving for medical consultations or visits since any other types of shoes could be 
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used to smuggle prohibited substances into the prison premises and were therefore 
prohibited under the Directorate’s regulations. The detainee had refused to comply with that 
stipulation. 
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III. Mohamed Abdul Nabi Al-Maskati 

Report on case No. 2012/111649 against Mohamed Abdul Nabi Al-Maskati 870203150 

The charge 

 Participation in a public gathering of more than five persons with a view to the 
commission of a breach of the peace and use of violence to achieve the purpose for which 
they had gathered. 

Summary of the incident 

 As noted in the police inquiry reports, at 5.22 p.m. on 12 October 2012 the above-
mentioned accused person was participating with others in a gathering in the Manama Souq 
commercial area which was crowded with people. An inquiry report was therefore 
presented to the Office of the Public Prosecutor, together with a compact disc showing the 
accused demonstrating with others, as a result of which he was summoned to appear at the 
Office of the Public Prosecutor. 

The statements of the accused as recorded in the investigation reports 

 He denied the accusation made against him and said that, on the date of the incident, 
he was in the Manama Souq area in his capacity as President of the Bahrain Youth Society 
for Human Rights and was accompanied by a number of journalists, his role being confined 
to observing and documenting the situation. He also stated that he was unaware that the 
protest march had not been authorized. 

Statements made by the accused during his questioning at the Office of the Public 
Prosecutor 

 His statements were consistent with those recorded in the investigation reports and, 
when he was confronted with the compact disc, he said that the footage was of unspecified 
time and place and he had seen it some time ago on social media pages. 

Measures taken 

• The accused was released and the documentation was completed in accordance with 
the preceding report; 

• It is noteworthy that Mr. Al-Maskati did not file any complaint of subjection to 
torture or inhuman treatment with the authorities concerned. 
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Medical Report, Annex B. 

Medical Report 

Name: Mahdi Isa Mahdi Abu Deeb 

CPR No. 610109111 

 Follow-up on the state of health of the above-mentioned detainee (previous medical 
reports attached hereto). 

 In the opinion of the treating physician at the Reform and Rehabilitation Clinic in 
Jaw, the above-mentioned person is suffering from diabetes for which he has been 
receiving treatment since 2006, with good control insofar as his blood glucose level 
(HBAIC) amounted to 4.6 per cent in March 2013. 

 He suffers from high blood pressure for which a single daily dose of 5 mg of 
Coversyl has been prescribed. 

  He is also suffering from pain in the hip joints for which he underwent treatment 
and physiotherapy at the Salmaniya Medical Complex three times a week for a period of six 
months until September 2012. 

 According to the medical report drawn up by the treating physician, he is suffering 
from pain in the back and shoulder and is requesting examination and treatment in the 
Orthopaedic Department of the Salmaniya Medical Complex. 

• No angina; 

• Chest clear; 

• Cardiovascular system without abnormality. 

Vital signs: 

• Random blood sugar level: 9.7 mmol/L; 

• Blood pressure: 140/80 mm of mercury; 

• Pulse: 92/minute. 

 He was referred to the Orthopaedic Department of the Royal Medical Services 
Hospital. 

 It is noteworthy that the number of the said detainee’s medical consultations and 
follow-ups recorded on his electronic medical file solely at the Directorate of Health and 
Social Affairs amounted to 88, quite apart from his visits to the Salmaniya Medical 
Complex and the physiotherapy that he underwent. 

(Signed) Dr. Eyas Kamal Abdulla 
Directorate of Health and Social Affairs 

Enclosures: Copy of medical report. 

    






























