(Translated from Arabic)

Kingdom of Bahrain
Public Prosecution
Attorney General’s Office

Note concerning Ali Salman, accused in case No. 505/2015/07

1. The Public Prosecution charged the said person with: advocacy of the use of force
and threats to change the political regime; inciting hatred against a group of persons (those
who have acquired Bahraini citizenship); instigating civil disobedience; commending acts
which constitute criminal offences; and publically insulting a State institution. The charges
were laid following investigations which showed that, in sermons and speeches that he had
made at public gatherings and which were recorded and subsequently broadcast, Ali
Salman had approved the use of force (including explosives) against the State authorities.
He had also condoned resort to military tactics in order to achieve political aims and had
incited hatred and made threats against persons who had acquired Bahraini nationality.
Moreover, he had openly advocated defiance of the legal provisions regulating
demonstrations and specifying locations in which they are prohibited and he had declared
his support for the ongoing activities of a body known as the Ulema [Religious Scholars’]
Council while being aware that a judicial ruling had been issued dissolving that Council.

2. Throughout the investigations, the Public Prosecution ensured that the accused, who
was accompanied by four lawyers, was able to enjoy all his legally guaranteed rights. These
included the right to meet with his lawyers alone before each questioning session, the right
to be informed of the charges against him at each session and the right to be visited by his
lawyers and family in his place of detention. ‘

3. During his interrogation, the accused was confronted with the evidence against him,
including the findings of the investigation and the recordings of the sermons and speeches
that he was alleged to have made. While being questioned in the presence of his lawyers,
the accused acknowledged that he had delivered those sermons and speeches. Therefore,
the allegation that his lawyers were unable to examine the evidence is untrue.

4. The Public Prosecution made public statements outlining the charges and evidence
against Ali Salman in order to make known the legal justifications for the measures taken
against him.

5. The Public Prosecution ordered his remand in custody pending trial before a
criminal court. The court began its hearing of the case on 28 January 2015 when the
accused appeared, accompanied by his lawyers, and pleaded in his own defence. The
hearing was adjourned until 25 February 2015 for further deliberation and the defendant
was allowed to receive a copy of the case file in his place of detention.
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Geneva, 12 February 2015
1/5(4) - 41 (wg)

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain to United Nations Office and
other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), and would
like to refer to the joint urgent appeal, UA BHR 1/2015, dated 16 January 2015,
sent by the Chair- Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention; the
the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom
of opinion and expression; the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of
peaceful assembly and association; the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion
or belief; the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders; and
the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers, on the
information received regarding the alleged arbitrary arrest and detention of
Sheikh Ahmed Ali Al-Salman.

In this regards, the Mission has the honour to enclose herewith the
reply of the Public Prosecution of the Kingdom of Bahrain on the
aforementioned case, in Arabic language.

- The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
the assurance of its highest consideration.

Mr. Karim Ghezraoui
Chief a.i.
Special Procedures Branch

Palais Wilson :

Rue des Paquis 52

1201 Geneve

Fax: +41 22 917 90 06 /917 90 08

Mission Permanente du Royaume du Bahrein auprés de 'Office des Nations Unies Genéve/Vienne: C.P. 39, 1292 Chambésy Genave, Suisse
Tel: (+41) 22 758 96 40, Fax: (+41) 22758 96 50 - E-mail: geneva.mission@mota.gov.bh
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