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 The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations 
Office at Geneva presents its compliments to the Special Rapporteur on the promotion 
and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression and the Special 
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders and, with reference to joint 
communication No. SAU 16/2014 of 6 January 2015 requesting information about the 
travel ban imposed on Samar Badawi, has the honour to transmit the following 
response from the Kingdom’s Government: 

1. Additional information on the allegations concerning reprisals against 
Samar Badawi: 

 The facts as portrayed in the allegations are inaccurate. The person concerned is 
accused of having committed a number of criminal offences punishable under the 
provisions of article 6 of the Cybercrime Act which stipulates as follows. “Anyone 
who produces material prejudicial to public order, religious values, public morals or 
the sacrosanct nature of private life or who prepares, transmits or stores such material 
by Internet or computer shall be liable to a term of up to five years’ imprisonment 
and/or a fine of up to 3 million riyals.” The case is still before the Bureau of 
Investigation and Public Prosecution (Office of the Public Prosecutor) and the person 
concerned remains at liberty. 

2. Indication of whether a complaint has been lodged by or on behalf of the 
alleged victim: 

 No complaint appears to have been lodged with the authorities by or on behalf of 
the person concerned, although she does have the right to do so under the Kingdom’s 
regulations. 

3. Details of the legal grounds for the travel ban issued against the person 
concerned and an explanation of how the measure is compatible with the Saudi 
Arabia’s international human rights obligations: 

 The person concerned was banned from travelling as a preventive measure under 
article 6, paragraph 2, of the Travel Documents Act under which: “A travel ban may 
be imposed only by a judicial order or by decision of the Minister of the Interior for 
specific security reasons and for a specified period of time. In both cases, the person 
banned from travelling shall be duly notified within one week from the date of 
issuance of the said order or decision.” These provisions are compatible with the 
Kingdom’s human rights obligations. 

4. Measures taken to guarantee the rights to freedom of expression and to 
communicate with international organizations: 

 Under the Kingdom’s regulations, human rights are considered as interrelated 
and interdependent, freedom of opinion and expression is guaranteed and other rights 
are protected. Statutory limitation of the right to freedom of expression in a manner 
consistent with the relevant international standards does not negatively affect the 
exercise of that right; hence, article 39 of the Basic Law of Governance stipulates that: 

“The mass media and all other means of expression shall employ civil and polite 
language, comply with the State’s regulations and contribute to the education and 
unity of the nation. Acts which lead to disorder and schism or undermine human 
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dignity and human rights are prohibited.” Measures have been taken to promote 
freedom of opinion and expression, including support for the establishment of 
numerous television channels and radio stations. The King Abdulaziz Centre for 
National Dialogue continues to organize meetings attended by representatives from 
the entire social spectrum. A recent meeting on “The Cultural Movement on Social 
Media Sites” was also attended by users of such sites. 

5. Measures taken to ensure that human rights defenders, in particular women 
human rights defenders, can operate in a safe environment without fear of threats 
or fear of reprisal, including travel restrictions:  

 All citizens and foreign residents are equal under the law and no category of 
citizens of whatever description enjoys favourable treatment before the judiciary or 
during legal proceedings. The Kingdom’s legislation guarantees everyone’s right to 
freedom of opinion and expression as long as such is not detrimental to public order, 
society, its members or its established values. This is a legal and statutory principle 
enshrined in article 39 of the Basic Law of Governance which stipulates that the mass 
media and all means of expression must employ civil and polite language, comply 
with the State’s legislation and contribute to the education and unity of the nation. 
Acts which lead to disorder or schism, prejudice the State’s security or public relations 
or undermine human dignity and human rights are prohibited.  

 All citizens and foreign residents enjoy their rights and exercise their freedoms, 
without any discrimination, in accordance with the regulations in force in the 
Kingdom, and no group, whatever name or designation it bears, enjoys preferential 
treatment in regard to the enjoyment of their rights or the exercise of their freedoms. 
Article 36 of the Basic Law of Governance stipulates that: “The State shall provide 
security for all citizens and foreign residents in its territory. No one may be restricted 
in his movements, arrested or imprisoned except as provided by law.” 

 The Kingdom’s regulations also sanctions abuse of power and ill-treatment. 
Under article 2 of Royal Decree No. 43: “Any public official who is found to have 
engaged in acts of ill-treatment or coercion, such as torture, brutality, confiscation of 
property or denial of personal liberties, while acting in his official capacity shall be 
liable to a term of up to 10 years’ imprisonment or payment of a fine of up to SRI 
20,000. Such acts shall include the imposition of fines, exemplary punishment, 
imprisonment, banishment or enforced residence in a specified location, or unlawful 
entry into private dwellings.” Under articles 171 and 172 of the Internal Security 
Forces Act, anyone proven to have engaged in ill-treatment or coercion in his official 
capacity, including by inflicting any form of torture or mutilation, or to have denied 
personal liberties or administered an exemplary punishment, is liable to dismissal 
from service and/or imprisonment for a term of up to six months, depending on the 
gravity of the act. Any person with a private or personal injury claim arising from the 
aforesaid violations is entitled to seek redress from the culprit before the competent 
bodies. 

 In the light of the foregoing, the Kingdom’s Government, while affirming its 
commitment to the promotion and protection of human rights, rejects all the 
allegations relating to Samar Badawi and does not accept any doubts cast upon the 
fairness, impartiality and independence of its judiciary. We hope that this will be taken 
into consideration and that it will be deemed appropriate to close this case. We look 
forward to being duly informed. 
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 The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations 
Office at Geneva avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Special Rapporteur 
on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression and 
the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders the assurances of its 
highest consideration. 

[signature and stamp] 

 












