
The Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the United Nations and 
Other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliment to the Office of 
the High Commissioner for Human Rights and has the honor to forward the 
information in connection with the joint communication of the Special Procedures of 
the United Nations Human Rights Council dated 02 October 2014 (reference: AL 
RUS 8/2014). 

 
The Permanent Mission avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Office 

of the High Commissioner for Human Rights the assurances of its highest 
consideration. 
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Information provided by the Russian Federation in connection with the joint 
communication of the Special Procedures of the United Nations Human Rights 
Council concerning the situation with some representatives of the indigenous 

peoples organizations (R. Sulyandziga, A. Naikanchina, V. Sovkina, A. Artieva 
and N. Bekirov) who faced difficulties during their departure for the World 

Conference on Indigenous Peoples in New York  
 

 
 The Russian Federation examined the joint communication of the Special 
Procedures of the United Nations Human Rights Council and would like to state the 
following. 
 
 As for the situation of Ms. Sovkina and Ms. Artieva, it should be noted that 
according to the information received from the Prosecutor’s Office of Murmansk 
Oblast of the Russian Federation, on 26 September 2014, the investigation unit of the 
Pechengskij District Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Russian 
Federation initiated criminal proceedings under Part 3 of Article 30 and Part 1 of 
Article 161 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation - an attempted theft of 
Ms. Sovkina’s personal property by an unidentified individual which occurred on 20 
September 2014 on highway “Kola R21” (about 1538 km from the city of 
Zapolyarnyj) while the transport vehicle in which Ms. Sovkina was travelling together 
with Ms. Artieva to Kirkenes (Kingdom of Norway) where they intended to take a 
flight to New York was parked in the rest zone.  
 
 After this attempted theft of her belongings Ms. Sovkina together with Ms. 
Artieva proceeded to the Pechengskij District Department of the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs of the Russian Federation to draw up a statement as a result of which they 
missed their flight from Kirkenes to New York. 
 
 As of this moment, a person involved in this crime has not yet been identified. 
The criminal case was transferred to the investigation unit of the Pechengskij District 
Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Russian Federation for further 
investigation. The Prosecutor’s Office of Murmansk Oblast of the Russian Federation 
is supervising the investigation of this criminal case. 
 
 As for the situation of Mr. Sulyandziga and Ms. Naikanchina, the Chief 
Military Prosecutor’s Office confirmed that on 18 and 20 September 2014, 
correspondingly, their foreign passports were seized by the officers of the passport 
control unit of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation in 
Sheremetyevo International Airport as a result of which they were not allowed to 
cross the border to take their flight to New York.  
 
 These passports were seized in connection with the initiation of cases against 
Mr. Sulyandziga and Ms. Naikanchina for administrative offences under paragraph 1 
of Article 18.1 of the Code of the Russian Federation on Administrative Offences 
(violating the regime of the state borders of the Russian Federation). 
 
 As a result of the enquiry, it was found out that there was indeed a breach of 
provisions of Articles 27.1 and 27.10 of the Code of the Russian Federation on 
Administrative Offences stipulating grounds for the seizure of the documents as a 



measure to ensure proceedings on a case concerning an administrative offence. 
Administrative proceedings initiated against Mr. Sulyandziga and Ms. Naikanchina 
were terminated 26 and 24 September 2014, correspondingly, due to the absence of 
occurrence of an administrative offence in accordance with paragraph 2, Part 1 of 
Article 24.5 of the Code of the Russian Federation on Administrative Offences. 
 
 As a result of the inquiry conducted by the military prosecutor of 317th 
garrison prosecution office a submission was made on 10 October 2014 to the chief of 
the passport control unit of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation in 
Sheremetyevo International Airport instructing him to eliminate the violation of the 
law. 
 
 As for the situation with Mr. Bekirov, according to the information of the 
Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of Crimea, on 23 September 2014, the 
Krasnogvardeiskij District Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the 
Russian Federation launched criminal proceedings under paragraphs “a” and “d” of 
Part 2 of Article 161 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation relating to an 
open theft of the personal belongings and the passport of the citizen of Ukraine Mr. 
Bekirov committed by unidentified individuals on 18 September 2014 in the area of 
the village Amurskoe in the Krasnogvardeiskij District. Mr. Bekirov was travelling in 
a transport vehicle from the city of Simferopol to the city of Dzhankoj. The 
investigation conducted by the authorities did not succeed in identifying individuals 
who committed this crime. 
 
 At present a set of investigative and operative-investigative measures are 
being taken under this criminal case with the aim to establish all the circumstances of 
the committed crime, to collect body of evidence as well as to identify all the 
individuals involved in this crime. 
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