Reply tojoint urgent appeal UA G/SO 218/2 G/SO 214 (67 - 17) Assembly & Association
(2010-1) G/SO 214 (107-9) G/SO 214 (3-3-16) G/SO 214 (53-24) BHR 1/2014

1. The chargeslevelled against him

Participation with others in a gathering composedore than five people for the purposes
of disturbing public security using violence to msle the goal for which they were
gathering.

2. Summary of the case

According to the report on the evidence gatheredl®mecember 2013, a group of rioters
and vandals went to the Abu Saibi* district wheneyt attacked members of the security
forces with iron rods and Molotov cocktails. Theyere tackled and dispersed. The
investigations showed that the aforementioned ssp®d others were among the
participants in these acts.

He was questioned by the public prosecutor on 2€eBer 2013. During the questioning,
the accused confirmed that he had gone to the ngeeli@ce on the day in question carrying a
camera with which to photograph the events. Heviiitessed the demonstrators, who were
carrying Molotov cocktails and stones, some of thielocking the streets. However, he
acknowledged possession of the items seized ahdmse, namely medical instruments,
protective clothing and gloves, a combat instrunataiched to an iron chain, and two empty
cartridges. After the public prosecutor had finshguestioning him, he ordered the
aforementioned suspect to be detained on remandimqemvestigation, after which the
charges referred to above were levelled against Tihe suspect was released on 9 January
2014. The case is still under investigation.
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The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain to United Nations Office
and other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to
the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, and would like to
refer to the joint urgent appeal, ref. UA G/SO 218/2 G/SO 214 (67-17)
Assembly & Association (2010-1) G/SO 214 (107-9) G/SO 214 (3-3-16) G/SO
214 (53-24) BHR 1/2014, dated 10% January 2014, sent by _ the
Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention; the Special
Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of
opinion and expression; the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of
peaceful assembly and of association; the Special Rapporteur on the situation
of human rights defenders; the Special Rapporteur on the independence of
judges and lawyers; and the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment; on the information received
concerning the situation of Mr. Ahmad Fardan, Bahraini National,
photojournalist and photographer working for the agencies Nur Photo,
Demotix and Sipa.

In this regards, the Mission has the honour to enclose herewith the reply of
the Government of the Kingdom of Bahrain to the aforementioned joint
urgent appeal in Arabic language.

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights the assurance of its highest consideration.

Mr. Karim Ghezraoui,

Officer- in-Charge

Special Procedures Branch

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palais Wilson K
Rue des Paquis 52

1201 Genéve

Fax: +41 22 917 90 06 /917 90 08

Mission Permanente du Royaume du Bahrein auprés de I'Office das Nations Unies Genéve/Vienre: C.P. 38, 1292 Chambésy Genéve, Suisse
Tel: (+41) 22 7568 96 40, Fax: (+41) 22 758 96 50 - E-mail: geneva.mission @mofa gov.bh
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